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France urges Israeli 
pledge on Golan 

PARIS (R) — France told 
Israel, on Wednesday that Its 
Middle East neighbours were 
keen to pursue the peace pro- 
cess out an Israeli commitment 
to withdraw from the Golan 
Heights and South Lebanon- 
would advance negotiations. 
Fo reig n Minister Ahin Juppe 
telephoned his Israeli counter- 
part. Shimon Peres, to report 
on his trip to Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon last week, a French 
spokeswoman said. Mr. Juppe 
said all the leaders he met were 
keen to co ntinue the Middle 
East peace process and had 
e mph a sis ed the need for Israel 
to withdraw from the Golan 
and southern Lebanon. “A 
commitment by Israel in thi« 
direction could move the nego- 
tiations - forward, 1 ’ foreign 


King- Mubarak summit 
crowns reconciliation 

Two leaders say ties back to normal after Cairo talks 
Jordan-Israel accord depends on autonomy progress 


ine Colonna tokl reporters. 

LJkud will respect 
accord.— Netanyahu 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s 
opposition right-wing Likud 
would respect the autonomy 
accord but- block the creation 
of a Palestinian state if it re- 
turned to power, the party 
leader sad Wednesday. Ben- 

K ’ t Netanyahu, quoted by 
1 radio, said a future 
likud administration would 
have to “respect this interna- 
tional accord which was signed 
by a legitimately elected gov- 
ernment.”*But ms party would 
fwork to mmintsh the risks," 
especially , the creation of a 
Palestinian state, said Mr. 
Netanyahu. "Likud will make 
jsire mat don- nofc. happen.” 
Bonner Rome "Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
predecessor as likud chief, 
said Tuesday at a meeting with 
U.S. Jewish community lead- 
ers in New York that “every- 
thing wifi change” with Ms 
party's return to power. "We 
wiD find a wot,” he warned, 
when asked if the autonomy 
accord was not binding, as it 
had been approved both by the 
government and the Israeli 
parliament. To u ri sm Minister 
U73 Barifen slammed Mr. Sha- 
mir’s comments as"anti-demo- 
cratic,^ drawing Mr. Netany- 
ahu to intervene and give 
Likud’s stand. 

Arab party 
threatens Rabin 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — An 
Israeli Arab Party leader 
threatened Wednesday to 
wi th d ra w Ms support for Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
minority coalition government 
unless he is riven a ministerial 
post. Abdul wahab Darawshe 
‘told reporters that Ms Arab 
Democratic Party and its two 
deputies would join the 
opposition unless Mr. Rabin 
agreed to meet Mm by Friday 
to discuss the issue. The party 
is not a member of die ruling 
coalition, which has 56 MP& in 
the 120-seat Knesset. But apart 
the qltra-Oithodox Jewish par- 
ty Sfias, which has six seats, 
Mr.f Rabin also counts on 
Arab ami communist 
deputies to support the Middle 
East peace process. ‘‘Arab 
.optjuon in Israel wants to have 
its^ay m the decision-making 
process and is no longer satis- 
fied with just giving passive 
support for the governnKnt 
from die outside,” warned Mr. 
Darawsheh. 

Iran wants talks 
yrfth U AE on row 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said 
Wednesday it wanted direct 
talks with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on a territo- 
rial dispute over three Gun 
Blands. "Obviously, we sou 
Welcome bilateral negotia- 
tions,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud Monam- 

naddwas quoted as saying by 
Iran's official news agency 
JRNA. “Naghbouriiw, httoral 
States should make efforts to 
amove smMgaities and majn- 
- hti&^eoarity and collective in- 
terests in thb part of foe 
world,” Mr.Mohammadisaid- 
The UAE cancelled a muus- 
hsA visit to Tehran in Septem- 
ber, saying Iran’s refusal to 
trass sovoeignty over. the 
Wands made any negotiations 
pointless. Iran says talks have 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak held summit talks in 
Cairo Wednesday, ending 
three years of a rift caused by 
conflicting stands during the 
Gulf crisis. 

. It was the King’s first official 
visit to Egypt since 1990. 

King Hussein told a news 
conference after two hours of 
talks with Mr. Mubarak: “I am 
happy to be here to visit Egypt 
and return as we were so we 
can discuss the important 
issues in this delicate period.” 
Asked whether tne visit 
marked the resumption of nor- 
mal relations, the King said: 
“Yes, tins is my feeling.” 

Mr. Mubarak intervened to 
say: "There is no problem as 
long as there are visits and 
contacts... I think normal rela- 
tions are necessary. Our con- 
tacts have never been cut and 
coordination continued. As 
you remember, the Egyptian 
foreign minis ter visited Jordan 
several tunes and there is no 
problem.” 

In October last year. King 
Hussein visited Cairo and met' 
Mr. Mubarak briefly after an 
earthquake Mt the Eyptian 
capital, kOHng more than 550 


Petra, said King Hussein and 
President Mubarak held a 
dosed door meeting Wednes- 
day followed by another 
attended by officials from the 
two sides. 

They exchanged views on 
regional and international 
issues and discussed the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

They agreed on continued 
coordination of stands and rmi - 
.fication of efforts to give 
momentum to the peace pro- 
cess, it said. They also agreed 
that the peace process should 
move ahead to achieve prog- 
ress along all the tracks, it said. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence before he returned home. 
King Hussein said be and Mr. 
Mubarak discussed all the "im- 
portant issues at tins crucial 

"V^ehaw^isc^^d bilateral 
relations as well as the Middle 
East question, and we hope 
that a just and comprehensive 
peace would be achieved as a 
. result of the current peace pro- 
cess," King Hussein said at the 


tion of which has been put off 
until major progress is made 
on the Pafestmian-Israeli 
track,” King Hussein said. 

Asked whether he wished to 
assure Syria that Jordan would 
not sign a unilateral peace deal 
with Israel without involving 
Damascus, the King said: “We 
have always sought a just and 


people. 

Tne 


Jordan News Agency, 


prefer to wait for further prog- 
ress on the Israeli-Palestinian 
track of the Middle East peace 
talks before implementing a 
peace agenda signed by Jordan 
and Israel. 

“We have made a start and 
signed an agenda, implementa- 


global peace allowing every- 
body living in the region to 


enjoy a different atmosphere." 

In reply to a question about 
the im pa ct on the Jordanian 
economy of peace settlement, 
the King said that there were 
different dimensions of the 
issue — like the Jordanian- 
Pales tinian dimension and the 
Jordanian- Palestiman-Israeli 
dim ensions- "We do not fear 
peace nor do we fear negative 
effects which people believe 
would emerge as a reality as a 
result of the peace," he said. 

“We possess vast potentials 
and we want to deal with the 
basics until people become 
assured of peace and a new life 
and the future. 

“We seek peace that would 
deal with peoples needs, not 
si gning of papeis only. 

“I do not believe there wiD 
be danger since we hope Jb at 
the coming peace would serve 
the whole region." 

The King aid not rule out 
the possibility that the Jorda- 
nian- Israeli track would prove 
"the most complicated” in the 


Hamas military 
chief shot dead 


Arafat: Gaza, Jericho 
will not be ‘Bantustans’ 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
Wednesday shot dead Imad 
Akel, head of the armed wing 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), military 
officials said. 

Akel, 24, head of the armed 
wing TyrMrim A1 Kassem, was 
shot dead in a clash with sol- 
diers in Gaza City. 

Soldiers had ordered two 
occupants of a veMde to stop, 
but the occupants fled on foot, 
the officials said. 

Akel, who was one of the 
ed fire with a 


Washington on Sept. 13. 

In another incident Wednes- 
day a Palestinian man was shot 
dead when be failed to stop his 
car at a road block in the 
Jabalya refugee camp in the 
Gaza Strip, the officials said, 
without giving further details. 

The two deaths brought to 
1,141 the total of Palestinians 
shot dead by Israeli soldiers or 
settlers since the Palestinian 
uprising began in December 


fatally wounding him. 

' Military officials bad re- 
ported the incident earlier 
without naming the victim. 

Israeli security forces had 
been hunting Akel for two 
years. 

He was accused of being 
involved in, or planning, 
dozens of bloody attacks on 
Israeli targets carried out by 
Izzeddin A1 Kassem, regarded 
as the most dangerous armed 
Palestinian group by the 
Israelis. 

Hamas is opposed to the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord on 
limited autonomy for the 
Palestinians, signed in 


Twenty-one Palestinians 
have been killed since the 
accord on limited Palestinian 


and the PLO on Sept. 13. 

Akel claimed responsibility 
for the killing of two Israeli 
reserve soldiers in the Gaza 
Strip last month. A book pub- 
lished by the Hamas' this week 
quoted him as saying he 
"hoped to go to paradise by 
being killed by Israeli sol- 
diers.” 

Israel’s cMef of staff Lieute- 
nant-General Ehud Barak 
praised the killing of Akel and 
said it was an "important 
achievement in the war against 
terror.” 

As the news of Akel's death 
spread, a call went out from 

(Continued on page 5) 


ATHENS (Agencies) — The 
Gaza Strip and Jericho must 
not become Palestinian "Ban- 
tustans" once the historic 
accord on limited Palestinian 
autonomy is applied in those 
territories, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
warned Wednesday. 

Mr. Arafat, in Greece for a 
24-hour visit that is part of Ms 
tour of European countries to 
discuss the implementation of 
the accord, said after meeting 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou that the autonomy 
deal was running into obsta- 
cles. 

“So far there has been no 
detailed proposal for tbe 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho,” he said, adding 
that the accord must lie "fully 
and faithfully applied" with- 
out leading to the two territor- 
ies becoming dumping grounds 
for Palestinians. 

He added that upon his 
arrival here Wednesday be had 
spoken by phone with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who was also in Greece, 
but refused to specify what the 
two had discussed. 

Mr. Peres, who bad been in 
Greece for a 36-hour official 
visit, later headed to Am- 
sterdam. ~~ 


Mr. Arafat said he was in 
“permanent contact” with 
Israeli leaders to try and re- 
solve all problems related to 
the agreement signed in 
Washington Sept. 13. 

“We are sure that with our 
friends, and with Greece in the 
lead, we can overcome all the 
difficulties,” he said. 

Mr. Papandreou, for his 
part, said tbe peace accord 
"contains hope and foreright, 
but also has important prob- 
lems that need to be over- 
come.” 

Palestinian leaders have 
complained that Israel has 
maintained in ongoing negotia- 
tions with the PLO that the 
autonomy deal covers the city 
of Jericho but not the. sur- 
rounding region — a stipula- 
tion unacceptable to the 
Palestinians. 

Mr . Arafat said he was 
hopeful that a regional peace 
accord would be reached soon 
to include Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

Peace, he said, “does not 
belong to (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin or to me, 
but to the entire world.” 

"There are ongoing efforts 
and talks with our brothers in 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel-PLO economic talks ‘positive’ 



PARIS (Agencies) — Israeli 
p pd Palestinian officials held a 
second day of talks here 
Wednesday on handing over 
economic and financial powers 
to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in the 
occupied territories. 

■ The talks were "construc- 
tive,” the two sides said, but 
gave few details. 

Transfer of powers, agree- 
ment on details of wMch is due 
by a deadline of Dec. 13, will 
first involve Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip, under the Sept. 13 
Washington agreement on 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Experts from the two sides 
are negotiating in three work- 
ing groups until Thursday, one 
devoted to trade and labour, 
the second to fiscal matters and 
the third to finance and 
banking. 

The Israeli delegation is 


composed of officials from the 
finance and foreign ministries 
and the central bank, while the 
PLO is represented by eight 
experts from the occupied ter- 
ritories, with no officials from 
PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

Israeli Finance Minister 
Avraham Shohat and PLO 
economy chief Ahmad Koriea 
will arrive here Thursday to 
attend the closing session of 
the talks. The two officials 
chaired a first one-day session 
of the talks, held here last 
week. 

New rounds of talks are 
programmed for three days a 
week tip until Dec. 13. 

Officials from both rides said 
they might not be able to meet 
the Dec. 13 deadline. “A good 
agreement a little later is better 
than a bed agreement," said an 
Israeli diplomat. 

Officials said such questions 


as taxation and the quota of 
Palestinians allowed to work in 
Israel would be easier to settle 
than issues of currency, a cen- 
tral bank and trade — free 
movement of goods and trade 
relations with Jordan. 

They said dealing with the 
problem of unemployment in 
the territories, notably in 
Gaza, was esseqtial to the suc- 
cess of the transitional stage. 

The Palestinian labour force 
in Gaza is estimated at be- 
tween 125,000 and 200,000, of 
which about 41,000 were em- 
ployed in Israel in 1991. 

The PLO wants authorisa- 
tion for 100,000 Palestinians to 
work in Israel, compared with 
the 50,000 allowed since the 
occupied territories were sea- 
led off last March. 

No final agreement was ex- 
pected in the current round, 
Israeli spokesman Arik Gor- 


din said. At least one more 
meeting, its venue yet to be 
determined, would be held be- 
fore Dec. 13, the target date 
for the Israeli withdrawal. 

Mr. Gordin said an agree- 
ment on the economic issues 
would likely be reached 
‘‘around that time.” 

Arafat insists on his job 

In Tunis, PLO Chiarman 
Yasser Arafat denied on 
Wednesday he had withdrawn 
as regular chairman of the eco- 
nomic council he set up to 
channel foreign development 
aid to the West Bank ana Gaza 
Strip. 

Council member Yousef Al 
Sayegh said Tuesday Mr. Ara- 
fat would only chair an advis- 
ory council, after a restructur- 
ing which apparently met de- 
mands from donors and econo- 
mic experts. 



Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Mr. Mubarak said bilateral 
Syrian-Israeli negotiations 
“could start soon.” 

"Obstacles may remain, but 
in principle our brothers in 
Syria want to negotiate 
seriously to resolve these prob- 
lems.” 

Mr. Mubarak said a Middle 
East tour by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher set 
for early next month "could 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
peace process.” 

The King was accompanied 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majah, Chief of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and political advisor 
Marwan Al Qassem. 

Mr. Mubarak told the press 
conference he believed Syria 
understood peace with Israel 
would have to mean normalisa- 
tion of relations, includin g 
trade. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has been 
trying to help die United States 
to break a year-long deadlock 
in talks between Syria and 
Israel, was asked whether he 
thought-Syria was ready for the 
“full peace” including embas- 
sies and open borders that 
Israel seeks.. . . .. . 

“I understand the rigMfi- ' 
cance of peace is normalisation 
of relations, open borders, ev- 
erything, ana I think Syria 
understands the same con- 
cept,” Mr. Mubarak replied. 
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by E gyptian President Hosni Mubarak upon his arrival 


Israel, PLO discuss 
transfer of authority 


EL ARISH, Egypt (Agencies) 
— Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators ended their first day of 
talks here Wednesday on the 
tr ansfe r to a civilian Palesti- 
nian administration in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

The talks, being held for the 
first time in El Arish, a 
Mediterranean town in the 
north of the Sinai Peninsula, 
-are due to resume Thursday, 
officials said. 

The Israeli delegation left El 
Arish to spend the night in 
Israel after the talks, which are 
part of the negotiations on. 
Palestinian autonomy under 
the terms of the Israeh-Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord signed in 
Washington on Sept. 13. 

Parallel talks focusing main- 
ly on security issues were being 
held Wednesday in Cairo. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
urged Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak Wednesday to 
help unblock the talks with 
Israel, the Cairo foreign minis- 
try said. 

Mr. Arafat sent a message 
calling on the Egyptian leader 
to “work to overcome the 
obstacles” in the talks. 

Tbe PLO representative in 
Cairo, Saeed Kamal, delivered 
the message to tire Foreign 


Mr. Kamal told reporters 
the message also dealt with 
recent “developments con- 
cerning the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation in the Arab 
World and internationally." 


In Amman, senior PLO offi- 
cial Saleh Raafat said Wednes- 
day the negotiations on 
arrangements for Israel’s with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of Jericho 
were "stalling Over continued 
basic disagreements.” 

Differences remained over 
control of crossing points and 
tile boundaries of the Jericho 
- area, Mr; Arafet said. 

The negotiations afe due to 
end before Dec. 13, tbe date 
Israeli troops are to begin their 
withdrawal, under the terms of 
the autonomy deal. 

Three Palestinians led by 
Jamal Tariff! from tire bead- 
quarters of tiie PLO in Tunis 
met eight Israelis led by Gadi 
Zohar, head of Israel’s civil 
administration in the occupied 
West Bank, at a hotel in El 
Arish. 

"Mr. Zohar told reporters: 
"We are going to discuss cml 
affairs, as agreed. We will dis- 
cuss anything besides security 
and the economy, such as 
labour, health, education, 
etcetera.” 

PLO delegate Hassan 
Asfour said: "We will discuss 
everything relating to the 
transfer of authority and the 
powers defined in the agree- 
ment” 

The committees have been 
making slow but steady prog- 
ress and both sides believe they 
can reach agreement ax least 
on the security arrangements 
in time for Dec. 13. 

Tbe withdrawal is the first 


stage in a five-year interim 
period of Pales tinian self-rule, 
during winch Israel and the 
Pales tinians will negotiate a 
permanent peace settlement. 

A PLO source reported a 
minor breakthrough at Tues- 
day’s talks in Cairo: The 
Israelis agreed to include the 
vexed question of 10,000 
Palestinian prisoners held in 
Israeli jails in? the- written 
accord on the withdrawal. 

The PLO had warned that it 
would not sign the accord un- 
less Israel gave a written com- 
mitment to free the men. 

But the source said the two 
tides still differed on what the. 

written agreement should say. 

Israel had not accepted a PLO 
demand for a promise that all 
prisoners would be released by 
mid- April. 

The source said there had 
been no progress on the two 
other major points of differ- 
ence — the exact size of the 
area of Jericho and control of 
the international crossing 

g tints between Gaza and 
gypt and between Jericho 
ana Jordan. 

Negotiators expect Mr. Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to meet before 
13, probably in Cairo, to re- 
solve problems that defeat the 
lower officials. 

Diplomats expect the tough- 
est problem to be the future of 
one or two small, isolated Jew- 
ish settlements in the over- 
crowded, poverty-stricken 
Gaza Strip. 


Schoolboys convicted of murder 
sentenced to indefinite detention 


PRESTON, England (Agen- 
cies) — A jury convicted two 
schoolboys Wednesday of 
murdering two-year-old James 
Bulger after luring him from 
his mother at a shopping mall. 

Judge Michael Morland 
sentenced both boys to indefi- 
nite detention in a secure, 
facility. 

They were officially conde- 
mned to an open-ended sent- 
ence of “detention at Her 
Majesty’s pleasure” for what 
the judge termed their “act of 
unparafielled evil and bru- 
tality.” 

Judge Morland assured them 
they would be securely de- 
tained “for very, very many 
years.” 

With the sentence, the judge 
lifted an embargo on the boys’, 
names. Child A, as he has been . 
known, is Robert Thomson, 
Child B, Jo b Venables. 

As the judge passed sent- 
ence at Preston Crown Court, 
Thomson — wearing a white 
open-necked shirt — clutch- 
ed at his chest with his left 
hand, taking big gulps of air. 

Venables sat crying quietly, 
occasionally glancing across at' 
the jury. 

The two social workers who 
had accompanied them 
throughout the case then led 
the two quickly from the dock, 
down the central stairs and out 
of the courtroom, ready to be 


taken bade to the secure units 
where they have been held. 

Denise Bulger, 25-year-old 
mother of tbe victim, in late 
pregnancy and in court for the 
first time, went pale as the 
verdict was announced. 

As the boys left the dock, 
Denise’s brother, Ray Matth- 
ews, seethed at them: “How 
do you feel now, you little 
bastard s?” __ 

Venables’ solicitor, Lawr- 
ence Lee, said afterwards the 
boy wept as he said. "Would 
you please tell them I am 
sorry. 

Mr. Lee said that as they 
waited for the jury’s verdict, 
Venables turned to his sobbing 
mother, Susan, and asked her 
to stop crying. 

He was "obviously a boy 
with problems,” said the 
lawyer. “We accept that he 
has got to be punished subject 
to any appeal that there might 
be. We are not so hypocritical 
that we think our clients are all 
saints.” 

Both boys had pleaded inno- 
cent, despite one boy’s conces- 
sion and the other’s admission 
that he witnessed James’ 
death. 

The jury said could not 
readi a verdict on a charge that 
the two boys also attempted to 
abduct a second child, and the 
charge was dropped. 

James suffered a violent and 


prolonged attack at the end cf 
a two-kilometre walk across 
Liverpool on Feb. 12. He died 
of 30 blows from bricks, an 
iron bar, feet and fists; paint 
was poured on his face; his 
half-stripped body was left on a 
railroad track and severed by a 
passing train. 

Security cameras recorded 
the toddler taking the hand of 
an older boy and being led 
away from the shopping mail 
and his mother 

Those haunting last images 
of James and the age of ms 
killers, then 10, gve the case 
international attention. 

Sixty-one people remem- 
bered seeing James that day. 
Many witnesses said they felt 
uneasy but the few who inter- 
vened were fobbed off with 
lies: The two said they were 
taking the boy home or to a 
police station. 

The defendants, who bad 
dipped school on the day of 
the attack, did not testify 1 . Be- 
fore encountering James, the 
boys stole snacks, drinks and 
model paint until they got what 
the prosecution alleges they 
were after that day — a small 
child they intended to badly 
hurt, at the least. 

Judge Morland said he be- 
lieved that a violent video, 
rented by Venables father, 
may have contributed to the 
crime. 
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Algerian regime invites 
fundamentalists to talks 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algena’s military-backed rul- 
ers have excluded Islamic fun- 
damentalists trying to over- 
throw the government from 
talks aimed at setting up a 
transition leading to elections. 
. The High State Council 
issued an invitation for a dia- 
logue to fundamentalists “who 
respect the law" — thus elimi- 
nating jailed Islamic leaders 
who would be key to ending a 
22-month-old revolt by their 
followers. 

In a long statement made 
public to news organisations, 
tite council took the bolder 
steps of suggesting it would 
shorten a curfew, case police 
controls and free seme fun- 
damentalists from house 
arrest. 

Though limited, the moves 
marked an overture towards 
the country's large fun- 
damentalist population after 
nearly two years of a crack- 
down that have failed to con- 
tain Islamic sentiment. 

!r. that time, the fun- 
damentalists have had an elec- 
tion victory stolen, seen their 
party banned and their leaders 
jailed. Radicals have taken up 
arms. More than 2,000 people 
have been lulled. 

The invitation and relaxa- 
tion of some security measures 
also seemed an effort to soothe 


several other political parties 
that have bolted from the so- 
called “national dialogue." 

The talks, run by a five-man 
national dialogue commission, 
are aimed at setting up a two- 
to-three-year transitional lead- 
ership that would replace the 
committee in January. 

Tuesday’s statement noted 
that if “qualified” political fi- 
gures could be found to repre- 
sent fundamentalism, the tran- 
sition talks should serve as the 
..framework to make their views 
heard. 

Their participation “im- 
plies... a scrupulous and total 
respect" for the constitution 
ana the law, the statement 
said. 

There is no obvious candi- 
date for such a role. The main 
fundamentalist leaders are 
jailed, in exile or underground. 
Many are associated with 
armed Islamic groups. 

The Council has pledged to 
resign by the end of Decem- 
ber. the legal upiration of 
former President Cnadli .Ben- 
jedid’s term. He was toppled m 
the January 1992 coup that 
brought the panel to power. 

But the council has railed to 
create an institution to replace 
it. A national conference set- 
ting out the transition is to be 
held before year’s end. Dis- 
agreement has held it up. 


The important front tor 
socialist forces, with strength 
in the minority Berber ethnic 
group, suspended its participa- 
tion with the dialogue commis- 
sion last week. 

Saying no solution ignoring 
the fundamentalists can work, 
the party has demanded the 
release of people jailed for 
political opinions, the suspen- 
sion of special .anti-tenorism' 
courts ana death sente dees, 
and the lifting of the state of 
emergency. 

* - - Ahmad Ben Bella, Algeria's 
first president, declared on 
state television Tuesday that 
the government should lighten 
the political atmosphere to 
make the dialogue work. 

Mr. Ben Bella said that un- 
specified members of the ban- 
ned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) party should be freed 
from prir^n and associated 
with the talks, and some others 
freed as a sign of goodwill. 

Six Algerians killed 
A local official was killed in 
a cafe in eastern Algeria Tues- 
day following the deaths of five 
civilians over the weekend, the 
official news agency APS said. 

APS, quoting security 
sources, said the official was a 
vice president of the local gov- 
ernment of Ben-Zid town ab- 
out 31S kilometres east of 
Algiers. 


Kuwaitis tortured ALF members 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten 
Palestinians and six Iraqis who 
had been living in Kuwait be- 
fore the 1990" Iraqi invasion 
were tortured by the Kuwait 
government to force confes- 
sions that resulted in death 
sentences, human rights inves- 
tigators said Tuesday. 

The 16 men were arrested 
after the war in a frenzy of 
arrests in Kuwait to find 


scapegoats, said Ora Schub, 
one or five lawyers the Nation- 
al Lawyers Guild sent to 
Kuwait fast week. 

The delegation asked .the 
Kuwaiti government not to ex- 
ecute the men whose sentences 
have been appealed tu a higher 
court. 

They were tortured with 
electric shocks to the, genitals, 
blindfolded and hanged by the 
arms from revolving '"ceiling 
fans, burned with cigarettes 
and beaten, said Schub, a Chi- 
cago lawyer. 

One was tortured by shoot- 
ing him twice in a foot, she 


said. 

Asked, to comment, the 
Kuwaiti embassy's press office 
did not return e call from the 
Associated Press. 

The Palestinians were con- 
victed because they were mem- 
bers of the Arab Liberation 
Front (ALF),, a Palestinian 
affiliate of the Iraqi govern- 
ment, not because they were 
active in the war, Ms. Schub 
said, adding that it was only 
after the war that being a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian front 
became a crime.. 

- The Palestinians and the Ira- 
qis were sentenced last June 12 
in a security court. 

Although they are charged 
with helping Iraqi forces, no 
one testified about The Id seen 
skilling anyone or fighting; Ms.— 
vSchuo said. 

- The trial amounted to spor- 
adic sessions before security 
court judges, and sometimes a 
court appointed defence attor- 
ney did not even show up, she 
said. 


Hie chief prosecution wit- 
ness was the head, of the secur- 
ity police stations, and he was 
not even in the country at the 
time of the war, Ms. Schub 
said. 

The defendants were not 
allowed to call witnesses or to 
testify, she said. 

. Kuwait had brought 400,000 
Palestinians to Kuwait before 
tAe war to work as teachers, 
engineers and technicians, Ms. 
Schub said. 

Most of those have been 
expelled since the war, but the 
30,000 who remain are prohibited 
from leaving and cannot 
become legal residents, she 
said. 

Other human rights iavesp- 
; .gators -have said that tbt^fraqi 
• government' * fids' 
dozens, perhaps hundreds, of 
people since the end of the 
war. 

The Iraqis still bold 627 
Kuwaiti prisoners, the lawyers 
said. 


CM 


ilantism continues 


BEIT FAJJAR. occupied 
West Bank (AP) — Israel has 
announced plans for a crack- 
down egainst Jewish settlers to 
sieni a wave of vigilante 
attacks against Arabs in the 
occupied territories. 

Settlers “are entitled to de- 
monstrate and protest but 
under no circumstances to riot 
and break the law, or shoot, 
because there are laws and the 
government mus: convey ihe 
message that they will be en- 
forced.” Justice Minister 
David Libai said. 

Among measures being con- 
sidered are putting secret Shin 
Bel agents on the trail of those 
suspected of inciting riots and 
hi resting Pitre activists. Israeli 
i’.cv.-sjMjv:*. 

Ah.:: on I.'. ms 

* the v.a.c: r.' -rj on 
s.r.iv i.iJio .fillers 

fr-trn the West L’ank had told 
hi ;’i that (lie Shin Bel had tried 
to recruit them but they had 
refused. 

In any case, the hit and run 
tactics* of some vigilantes 
makes it difficult to track them 
clown and prosecute, police 
spokeswoman Tami Paul- 
Cohen said in an interview. An 
example of this was witnessed 
by ibis Palestinian reporter for 


the Associated Press while 
driving home Monday night 
from the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

My tan Renault was tailed by 
a white minivan bearing Israeli 
license plates. At Beit Fajjar in 
the occupied West Bank, ab- 
out 16 kilometres south of my 
Jerusalem home, the van pas- 
sed me and forced my car onto 
the road shoulder. 

A tall man got out and pun- 
ched a fist through the driver's 
window, his metal ring 
screeching against the glass as 
it shattered. He also punched 
my cheek, leaving a reddish 
bruise, while shouting in Heb- 
rew, "I am a policeman. And 
you have no right to pass me.” 

He vo re plainclothes, 
*ho\vru «:■' ar.ii h?s fcc- 

'vviour :..v. ;:r "thing like 

those lsr.it ii ol .leers who have 
stopped me in the past. 

Next to him, another Israeli 
drew a pistol and aimed it at 
my two brothers who had 
jumped out of the car when the 
window smashed, standing 
frozen at the roadside. 

1 got out of the car and the 
tall man tried to lunge at me 
but was held back by the guy 
with the gun. Then they left 
without another word. 


It all lasted a matter of 
seconds, yet the terror and 
humiliation lingered. Latere 
Israeli police said I could not 
get compensation for the win- 1 
daw because it was broken by 
Israelis, not Arabs. 

Many Palestinians have re- 
ported similar actions by set- 
tlers in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in the past several 
weeks, including setting up 
checkpoints outside villages 
and smashing car windows of 
those who defy them. Soldiers 
often stand by without in- 
tervening. 

The authorities insist -such 
actions are illegal but that the 
law is often difficult to enforce 
because rarely are complaints 
lodged' or perpetrators identi- 
fied. 

National police said only ab- 
out 20 settlers have been 
brought to court. 

Mrs. Paul-Cohen said one 
was jailed for several days and 
the rest were fined or freed on 
bail. 

She said that parliament's 
legal committee had instructed 
police to tighten measures 
against settler vigilantes, in- 
cluding a referral of tough 
cases to a special crimes unit of 
national police. 


‘Thatcher 
misled 
parliament’ 
on Iraq 


LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain's prime minister made a 
misleading statement to parlia- 
ment about amis sales to Iraq 
when she denied in 19S9 that 
there had been a change in 


government policy, an official 
inquiry was told Tuesday. 

Eric Beston, a civil servant 
in tiie Department of Trade 
and Industry, said the state- 
ment by Margaret Thatcher 
was one of a number of “misin- 
terpretations, inaccuracies, 
misleading statements” made 
by ministers to parliament. 

But he told the inquiry that. 
Mrs. Thatcher's statement had 
been drafted by civil servants. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s successor as 
prime minister, John Major, set 
up the “Iraqgate” 'inquiry to 
try to discover if London kno- 
wingly broke its own roles and 


sola arms to Baghdad before 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. 

In April 1989, Mrs. Thatcher 
said in a written answer to a 
question by an opposition 
Labour member of parliament 
that there had been no change 
in strict government guidelines 
covering arms sales to Iraq. 

But' Mr. Beston, former 
head of the department's ex- 
port controls sector, said the 
guidelines bad been secretly 
relaxed after the Iran- Iraq war 
ended in 1988. Controls on 
arms sales to Iran were main- 
tained. 

Replying to Labour member 
Hany Cohen, Mrs. Thatcher 
said there had been no change 
in the British government's 
policy on arms exports to Iraq 
and that these were still gov- 
erned by rules laid down in 
1985. 

Mr. Beston said Mrs. 
Thatcher's answer left a “mis- 
leading impression' 1 because in 
fact the roles had been secretly 
modified in 1988. 

The investigation has not yet 
determined whether Mrs. 
Thatcher knew about the 
changes -when she gave the 
answer. 

However, on Monday Mr. 
Beston ssj.d^RflrSr. piatcher had 
been given confidential reports' 
informing- her' J about Iraq’s' 
attempts to obtain material 
from Britain for military pur- 
poses. - 

In October, a senior Minis- 
try of Defence official said 
Mis. Thatcher had explicitly 
approved a decision not to 
revoke export licences granted 
to the Matrix-Churchill 
machine tool firm for Iraq in 
spite of intelligence reports ab- 
out how Baghdad was using 
the machinery. 

The scandal erupted in 
November 1992 following the 
acquittal of three Matrix- Chur- . 
chill directors prosecuted for 
breaking the arms embargo on 
Iraq. The acquittal followed re- 
velations at the trial that the 
government had covertly en- 
couraged the illegal sales. 

Their trial raised the ques- 
tion whether the government 
had coovined in arms sales and 
bad been prepared to allow 
innocent men to be jailed 
rather than have its duplicity 
exposed. 

The inquriy has not estab- 
lished how far up the chain of 
command to the prime minis- 
ter the decision to alter the 
guidelines was known. 

A former civil servant told 
the inquiry in July that William 
Waldegrave, then a minister in 
the Foreign Office, lied to par- 
liament in 1989 to conceal a. 
relaxation of guidelines on 
arms sales to Iraq. 

Mr. Waldegrave is now 
minister of science and public 
services. Mrs. Thatcher, who 
resigned as prime minister in 
1990, is due to give evidence to 
the inquiry in the next two 
months. 


High-level U.S. 
defence team to 
visit Middle East 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — 
The Clinton administration 
will send the highest level De- 
fence Department mission yet 
to the Middle East. Nov. 26 to 
reaffirm long-standing U.S. 
security commitments to the 
re non. 

Deputy Under-Secretary of 
Defence* Frank Wisner will 
make a 13-day trip to countries 
in .the Middle East and the 
Gulf in hopes of ushering in a 
“new era of cooperation”, 
according to a senior Pentagon 
official who will be traveling 
with him. 

The official, who briefed re- 
porters an background Nov. 23 
at the Pentagon, said the re- 
gion's countries need “to hear 
directly from the new adminis- 
tration” about the importance 
the United States attaches to 
them. Mr. Wisner, a former 
U.S. . Ambassador to Egypt 
and the Phillipines, will travel 
to Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states. 

Military and diplomatic offi- 
cials in the region will be 
briefed by the visiting U.S. 
officials on the planned res- 
tructuring of U.S. defence 
forces as first announced by 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin. 
on Sept. 14. 

U.S. defence counterparts 
will discuss how to cope with 
potential threats with fewer 
resources and increasing 
budgetary constraints. 

They will also discuss where 
the United States and the 
countries of the region stand in 
a post-cold war world that is 
economically challenged De- 
fining strategic requirements as 
well as current and future 
security threats will be a key 
component of the discussions, 
according to the briefer. Wis- 
ner will be accompanied by 
representatives from the State 
Department's Bureau of Politi- 
co-Military Affairs and the 
U.S. Central Command. 

Hie official said this trip will 
not produce new treaties, 
mutual defence pacts, or 
announcement about levels of 
. military assistance. The adsoi- 
nfctrntion hopes; bowever,-jq~ 


set the stage for “a new era of 
cooperation with a region that 
we .have lone determined is 
vitai to the U.S. national in- 
terest.' 

U.S. officials will be analys- 
ing bow to translate a reduced 
U.S. force structure and 
budget toward a continued, 
meaningful commitment to the 
region. The official told Penta- 
gon reporters that the United 
States and the countries in the 
region have to address future 
defence requirements 
together. 

U.S. officials will be looking 
at ways to strengthen states 
individually, while promoting 
regional cooperation and ex- 
amining ways to share the de- 
fence Durden. Asked about 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) defence efforts, the 
briefer expressed hope that the 
GCC members “would look at 
a compatible collective (for de- 
fence) ’ rather than focusing 
exclusively on sqlFsuffidency. 

The official also said states 
will be urged to “establish 
priorities in ways that make 
sense,, not only for their own 
defence, bat in terms of mutual 
cooperation in the region.” 
This can be achieved, the brief- 
er said, through military train- 
ing, joint exercises, interopera- 
bility of equipment and doc- 
trines, and possibly through 
the “delicate matter” of pre- 
positioning troops or materiel. 1 

The official said the Wisner 
discussions will examine “what 
combination of (military) 
events, activities, (and) pre- 
sence can achieve me (oeces- 
sr- y) deterrent effect” aimed 
at hostile elements in the re- 
gion. 

If the Wisner consultations 
are successful, tiie official pre- 
dicted, “a hew era of coopera- 
tion” will emerge. 

In response to questions 
from reporters, the official said 
the “threat of terrorism” will - 
likely be considered in the con- 
text of security discussions, 
and the issue of environmental 
ijclean-Jio, may also 
addressed. 


PLO bureaucrats get ready 
to move into self-rule zones 


By Salah Nasrawi 

The Associated Press 

TUNIS — Hundreds of Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) bureaucrats have been 
told to get ready to move into 
the Gaza Strip and thef West 
Bank town of Jericho on Dec. 
13 to set up an autonomous 
Palestinian administration, 
officials said. 

It will be the largest contin- 
gent from the PLO headquar- 
ters here to return home since 
its Sept. 13 agreement with 
Israel on a transition to limited 
self-rule in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

They will join thousands of 
PLO fighters from five Arab 
countries who will congregate 
in Jordan and Egypt before 
crossing the border to assume 
postions as security forces m 
the autonomous areas. 

The PLO and Israel were 
reported to have reached 
broad agreement at secret 
negotiations in Cairo on begin- 
ning implementation the 
autonomy deal as of Dec. 13. 

The officials, -who spoke in 
exchange for anonymity, said 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
ordered nearly 500 former 
fighters a who had moved to 
office jobs at PLO headquar- 
ters to pack up mid be pre- 
pared for a transfer early next 
month. 


Although their responsibili- 
ties have not been specified, 
the sources said most are from 
the PLO mainstream Fateh 
faction , and will form the back- 
bone of Mr. Arafat’s adminis- 
tration. 

Senior PLO mflitaiy officials 
have been dispatched to Alger- 
ia, Iraq, Libya, Sudan and 
Yemen, to oversee the deploy- 
ment of the security forces. . 

Commanding them will be 
Major General Nasr Yousef, a 
Fateh Central Committee 
member. 

Hjis two main deputies, 
appointed back in September, 
will be Maj. Gen. Abdul Raz- 
zak A1 Mujaideh in Gaza and 
Maj. Gen. Abu Khalid A1 
Amla in Jericho. 

-The Tunisian newspaper Al 
Rai A1 Am reported Tuesday 
that Mr. Ararat had named 
Amin A1 Hindi as head of a 
Palestinian intelligence agen- 
cy, hut did not say whether it 
would based in the territories. 

Mr. Hindi is believed to 
have been one of the guerrillas 
who escaped after attack that 
killed 11 Israeli athletes at the 
Munich Olympics in 1972. 

Under Mr. Arafat’s instruc- 
tions the PLO will maintain the 
political department, its fore- 
ign ministry, in T unis during 
the five-year interim period as 
stipulated in the agreement! 


NEWS IN 1R1EF 

Top Shiite cleric hospitalised in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A senior Shite Muslim denc.,kxuwn for 
his opposition to the rule of the clergy in Info,, has beat 
hospitalised jn Tehran for kidney stones. Grand Ayatollah 
Hassan Tabatabai Ghomi, 85, was moved; to Jhe capital 
Saturday from a hospital in the northeastern are or Ma shhad , 
where he had been under house arrest, one of his aides 
The Ayatollah fold AFP from his hospital bed that las 
condition was satisfactory. Iran's late spiritual nude, Ayatok 
iah Ruhollah Khomeini, ostracised Ayatollah Ghomi for his 
opposition to political power for the dergy as well as fo the 
1980-1988 war against Iraq. 

Lebanese coins sell like hot cakes 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon issued its first commemorative-set 
of gold, silver and bronze coins Tuesday to mark the 50th 
anniversary of independence, and a central bask official said 
they were selling raster than expected. The 22-carat gold 
coins, manufactured by Britain's royal mint, weight 34.04 
‘grammes and are priced at $580. The sterling silver .coins 
weigh 33.59 grammes and sell at $50. Thefull setof gold, silver 
and bronze costs $680 but the coins are also being! sold 
individually. Nasser Saidi, deputy governor of. theBank of 
Lebanon, said the issue of gold coins would be limited. “At 
the moment the final issue size is not determined because of 
demand from outside. We do not know the size of demand 
from Lebanese abroad,” he said. “Local demand is already 
outstripping what I estimated, which is 25,000 coins — 5,000 
gold, 10,000 and 10,000 bronze... we’ve sold so many already 
that we’ve run out.” 

Islamists say Egypt forging student elections 

CAIRO (R) — Muslim activist students accused Egypt’* 
government-run universities Tuesday of riggmgstndeBt union . 
elections this week to stop them winning positions. Repre- 
sentatives from six Plain universities, called m a pews confer- 
ence for new “free and honest” elections. Official results of 
the elections have not been published and tiie opposition 


of 30 per cent. The Islamists said university administrations 
had removed the n »mw of 6,000 fundamentalist students from 
electoral lists this week without giving any reason. Some 1345 
students bad been banned from living in the universify’s 
student housing in the past month because .of their M M a st 
ideology and 31 had been arrested, they added. 

Israel to extradite murder suspect to U.S. 

TEL AVIV HI) — Israel said Tuesday it had ordered the 
extradition of an Israeli- American woman to stand trial for a 
1980 Califo rnia letter-bomb tailing. Justice Minister David 
Libai signed an order to send Rochelle Manning, 53, to the. 
United States to stand trial for the death . of a Califo rnia 
computer company secretary Patricia Wilkerson, a m i n ist r y 
spokeswoman said. It was unclear when she. would be 
extradited. Mrs. Manning’s husband Robert Manning, 41, was 
extradited in July to the United States 'where he was found 
guilty, the ministry said. It said the United States promised 


1980. The device, which was 
exploded when the secretary 


that should Rochelle Manning be convicted, she would not 
receive the death penalty."- The U.S. extradition request 
accused the Mannings of mailing an explosive device to the 
Prowest Computer Corporation in Manhattan beach, CaKfor- . 
nia, during a business dispute in 1980. The device, which was 
not addressed to Ms. Wilkerson, exploded when the secretary 
plugged it into asocket. . 

Suicides’ families may be entitled to damage*^ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Suicide may count as a work-related 
accident, according to an. Israeli supreme court rofing, the 
Israeli media reported. The supreme court said that if ihe ' 
suicide was shown to be work related and if the. victim , was 
known to be “out of control” prior to the suicide, his family 
could claim compensation from Israel’s social security system, 
the Haaretz daily reported. The court ruling concerned the 
1984 suicide, of Yaakov Lusky, a truck driver for a dairy who 
was convinced Ms dispatcher was seeking revenge after Lusky 
charged him with corruption. The dispatcher kept Lusky on 
the road for 11 hours one day, the Haaashot daily quoted tire - 
court as saying. On another, he Lusky became despondent 
when he found out another driver bad taken his shift Soon - 
after, Lnsky hung himself and notes referring to ^is ongoing 
quarrel with the dispatcher were found in ms pocket ' 

Moroccan’s in Israeli-Palestinian deal 

PARIS (R) — Morocco's largest private enterprise, the ONA 
group, said Tuesday it was negotiating with Palestinian 
partners for the creation of a consortium to include Israel’s ■ 
giant Koor group. “We have been asked to be part of the first 
ftforoccan-Palestinian consortium to be associated with .the 
Israeli Koor Group and the Banesto Bank of Spain,” ONA 
President Fouad FflaK told a news conference in Paris. “We 
are expecting a Palestinian response very soon and expect it fo 
be a positive one,” said Mr. Fuali, who dediiied to identify the ■ 
Palestinians involved. ONA, involved in food prodnets and 
finan ce, is partly owned by the Moroccan royal family but 
foreign shareholders include major French banks and the ■ 
Soros fund of U.S. financier George Soros. Mr. FUali did not 
specify what kind of activities the proposed new consortium 
would be involved in. 

Cyprus protests Israeli exclusion 

NICOSIA (AP) — Cyprus Tuesday protested tq Israel its 
exclusion from an East Mediterranean tourism pact, a' 
which could slow down a rapprochement between Cyprus and 
the Jewish state. Government spokesman Yianoatos Cas- 
sou T? es j i°! ^ how the protest was conveyed or what it 
contained. Turkey, Israel and Egypt last week agreed in 
. London to form the East Mediterranean tourism nffianw* to 
promote tourism in the three countries. Cyprus was excluded 
aftCTobjectious voiced by Turkey, whose stand was backed by 
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2MS Cairo (MS) 

2 2 : 25 Istanbul (TKl 

Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

"J* Aqab. Rjj 

llriw Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

J 11 ® 5 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*bl5 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

13:50 Paris (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

London (RJ] 

Lamaea(Ri) 

Mdl Jeddah (RJ) 

2M5 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21^® Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22*5 Kula Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Hights (Terminal 2) 

£***; Damascus. Paris (Af) 

Beirut (ME) 

«0 Riyadh (SA) 

Cairo (MS) 

•W 12 ® Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep-Aamma. &00 up. every Monday 

■Jff.jBW...,., 3:00 nm. every Moaday 

Dep. Damascus 7awn.e«taySuBd«y 

Air. Arman 5:00 p.m. every Saudij 

market PRICES 

Upper/lovcr price in 0$ per kg. 

Apple 700/458 

Banana 68>‘ 

Banana (Mukamroar) 6(20 

Beans 750 /.5S0 

t»r «0 

Carrot 280200 ~ 

CauEflowcr 2SV 200 

Oernen tine 200/100 

CacumbcTS (large) ..... 200/ ISO 

Cuairabers (small) ...., 380/230 

Egffltant 250 M40 

Ganic 900/100 

Grapes — 600/500.: 

Grape Fruit. — 180/120 

Lemon... 160/89 

MwrowOtuge) 250/ 150 

Marrow (small) 45Q/3J0 

Mulukhia ; ' 580/480 

OUycs (green) 560400 

Onion (dry) '360/240 

Onion (green) 240/T60 

Pepper (b«) 220/120 

Pepper (sweet) ... .... 1807120 

Potato 320 1 

Tqmata 450/ 

Spinach 280/280 
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By t Jordan Times 
StelT Reporter 


-bound ships diverted 


AMMAN — He interna- 
tional naval force patrolling 
ttc Rod^Sw fo' enfece the 
* U.N« sanctions against Iraq 
^“irtedtwo ships away from 

,jba mis month in. what a 

upping official described as 

rsurprraqg and shocking in- 
. detent. ■' 

. “We were and still are 
. hopeful that Jordan’s com- 
plaints that ft is suffering se- 
riouslosses from the over- 
. zealous enforcement of the 
sanction* will be heard and 

i addressed,” said Snfian 
1 Muhaisen, manager of the 
Jordan Shipping Agents 
Association. 

Mr: -Muhaisen said the' 
latest ship to be boarded and 
intercepted ‘by-, an American 
frigate , No; 997, of the inter- 

- national force was Kota Vira- 
wan, which was carrying 350 
^oatainers of general cargo 
Worn Europe bound for the 
Jordanian market. 

- Inspectors from the frigate, 
which was boarded on Nov. 
15 at the Tuan Straits, at the 
mouth of the Gulf of Aqaba, 
found it ‘-dangerous*’ for' 
them to inspect the cargo 
since containers were stacked 
three-high on deck and ruled 
that they could not allow the 
ship to proceed, Mr. 
Muhaisen said. 

Subsequently, the vessel 
turned back mod docked at 
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, 
where the containers were 
“shifted” to suit the demands 
of the inspectors. It returned 
to the Titan on Nov. 19 and 
was allowed to proceed to 
Aqaba after inspection, Mr. 
Muhaisen- said. 

,£i “What was surprising and 


shocking of the incident was 
the fact that we are used to 
having ships stacking contain- 
ers three, four and even five 
high on dock and allowed to 
Phased to Aqaba," said Mr. 
Muhaisen, noting that ship- 
ping agents were familiar 
with the guidelines set up by 
the inspectors. 

In the earlier interception 
mis month, a ship carrying 
South American cargo for 
Jordan was denied permis- 
sion to proceed to Aqaba by 
the inspectors who cited “car- 
go inaccessibility” for inspec- 
tion, Mr. Muhaisen said! 

That vessel was also 
allowed to proceed to Aqaba 
and it rearranged its cargo for 
infection. 

Such interceptions and de- 
lays had declined in the past 
months, but “it seems that 
whenever American frigates 
shift duties, the newcomers 
■adopt their own guidelines 
for inspections, and this is 
causing problems,” Mr. 

Mllhaican ..ill m 1 .1 


Muhaisen said. (Perhaps that 
also explains why Eilat- 
bonnd snips are also inter- 


cepted, raising hues and cries 
among Israelis, who, for all 
practical purposes, are ex- 
pected to be among the last 
to bust the sanctions against 
Iraq). 

Since the U.N. Security 
Council imposed the trade 



national enforcers have 
boarded more than 7,000 
ships and diverted more than 
500 ships. 

In many cases, the -cargo 
was bound for the Jordanian 
market, bat that did not dis- 
suade the inspectors from im- 
posing their own conditions. 
. before allowing the vessels to 


proceed or refusing permis- 
sion to enter the Gulf of 
Aqaba altogether. 

According to Mr. 
Muhaisen, the diversion of 
Kota Virwan incurred an 
additional cost of up to 
$100,000. 

Even without the extra 
costs caused by diversions, 
freight charges are higher for 
Aqaba since shipowners and 
charterers have to take into 
consideration the restrictions 
on cargo space availability 
imposed by the inspection 
guidelines. 

In most cases, costs incur- 
red by diversions — including 
trans-shipment charges — are 
shifted to the importer, mak- 
ing the consignment more ex- 
pensive than originally envis- 
aged. In turn the importer 
charges wholesalers with an 
extra mark-up and the con- 
sumer pays the cost down the 
line. To a large extent, im- 
porters say, this explains the 
relatively higher pnees in the 
market for some of the pro- 
ducts at times. 

Mr. Muhaisen said the 
. Shipping Agents Association 
had held a meeting with a 
visiting American delegation 
in September and presented 
the problems faced by Jorda- 
nian shipping agents and im- 
porters as a result of the strict 
inspection procedures. 

The American team was 
also received by senior Jorda- 
nian officials and subsequent 
reports indicated that a re- 
port drafted by the delega- 
tion was expected to take into 
consideration the Jordanian 
problems with a view to 
working oat “better inspec- 
tion guideline” in coorama- 
tion with the U.N. Security 
Council. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent receives senior 
British military advisor 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, met at his 
office Wednesday with General Michael 
Wilkes, the military advisor on Middle Eastern 
affair s at the British Defence Ministry. They - 
reviewed > 

arena as well as issues of mutual concern to 
Britain and Jordan. Present at the meeting was 
Chairman of thi Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai A1 Kaabneh. Earlier, 
Wednesday theKegent visited the Army Head- 
quarters and met with General Kaabneh. They 
discussed several matters of concern to the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

House panel to draft 
response to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Lower House of Parlia- 
"ment committee entrusted with drafting the 
^deputies’ response to IBs Majesty King Hus- 
"sem's Speech from the Throne Wednesday met 
with House Speaker Taber A1 Masri to discuss 
the contents of the response. The 11-member 
committee was elected during the House's first 
session Tuesday and has to finish its work 
before Sunday when the House will discuss the 


(NAF) and the Independent bloc which in- 
cludes five lawmakers. 

Visiting UNESCO official 
holds talks on education 

AMMAN (J.T.) — United Nations Education 
..Scientific and _ Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) Assistant Director General Collin Pdw- 
;'qr. with Minister of Educations! 

and Higher Education. Khaled A1 .Omari .and 
discussed UNESCO's cooperation with Jordan 
in educational matters. Later Mr. Power told 
Jordan Television that UNESCO was looking 
into means of helping Jordan cany out its 
educational development programme. Mr. 
Power, who arrived in Amman Monday, was 
due to leave Thursday for the occupied West 
Bank. 

Vehicle licensing department 
gets new annex 


AMMAN 


— The Public Security De- 


reply to the Speech with which King Hussein 
opened the 12th Parliament. Mr. Masri said in a 
statement after the meeting that he would 
honour his pledge to work closely with the 
various partiamentry blocs and giye momentum 
to the detnocrajtisatian process, rive parliamen- 
tary blocs have been established since the Nov. 
8 elections. These are the 1 6-mem bcr lslamic 
Action Front OAF) bloc, the 22-stronj 

sive Democratic Coalition (PDC), t 

iiian National Front<(JNF), which includes eight 
. deputies, the 17-meraber National Action Front 


partment (PSD) Wednesday inaugurated an 
annex to its Marka Drivers and Vehicle licens- 
ing Department. The JD79.000 annex consists 
of additional waiting halls for individuals sche- 
duled to take their driving tests or processing 
other motor vehicle related matters. The annex 
was set up to cope with the growing volume of 
work demand of the department. 

Commemorative stamps 
issued 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Com- 
munication and Postal Affairs has issued com- 
memorative stamps on the occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 58 birthday. It said that 
the stamps of 80 fils, 125 fils and 160 fils 
denominations will be available as of Thursday 
at the post offices. 


rtf* 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


•' i 


The following bstnut s arc 
moatidy tnrtletms and he <MyA**bK p*ss. 
Rentes are advised to ^ifytbete^ time 
and place, with the concerned institutions. 

1 exhibitions 

* Art tithMtfcn by artist Farghali Abdel 

H&i rttite » ^ GaH f?v *rrrf 

ftfaris (16*0 a 8:00 p-m*J 
15:0*48*0). 

* ExbMtionor pottery by 

the Jordan Crafts Centre (A1 Aydi) — Jabal 
* Amman, Second Circle (f*§-33:00 and 

* Graphic eri rfbhio tt by Syrian artist ha a 

the Royal Cultural Cent re. 

“ baatea trade exbfidt (tedudes industrial 

anSrSdcultaral machlwiy. 

foodstuff, cosmetls, and 

H the Exhibition Hall on the 
Read (10*043:00 and 15*0- 



fay-nEastie artist Hanan A1 

gf yw multi-purpose bnfld- 

to* it lie OnWtratty of Jordan- 

d*cka« the Royal Cute* Centre. 
Artwfo&Woa entitled “Mirage” by artist 
ABat ju Shaati at Ab’ad Art Gallery — 

^%bd flftn of ROographs' by a number of 
*4$ br ibe Jfireuch Cultural Centre. 
ExiOWtei* of .coins at the $pafl&i Cultural 
Centre. \ 


* Art exhibition by artist Hammond Shantout 
at Baiadna Art Gallery (Gardens Street). 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Rakan Dab- 
doub at OrfaU Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 

* Art exhibition by a number of artists at the 
Student Affairs Deanship Building at the 
University of Jordan. 

* Exhibition of recent paintings by artist 
Ammar Khammash at Darat Al Fnnun of 
the Abdnl Hameed Shoman Foundation nt 
Jabal Luweibdeh. Abo sbowiug, the perma- 
nent exhibition (Saturday-Thnrsday 10:00 
a.m. to 7 K)0 p.m.) 

DRAMAS 

* Drama entitled “The Story of Al Nawras” 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 5*0 p.m. 
(Thursday and Friday). 

SEMINARS 

* Seminar on the role of drama in education 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p-m. 

* Seminar intended -for teachers of the Ger- 
man fan gnage on how to introduce fore- 
igners to the art of writing in German by Dr. 
ST Kramer (*30-13:00). 

FILMS 

* Film fa English entitled “Van Gogh and the 
Expressionist School” at Darat Al Fmmn of 
the Abdnl Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Luweibdeh at 5:00 p.m. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

* Charity bazaar at the Armenian Retief 
Society — Al Ashrafiefa next.to the Arme- 
nian Orthodox Church Friday. 


Jordanian businessmen visit Israel^ but 
government is uninvolved — officials 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Officials 
Wednesday confirmed that 
Jordanian businessmen had 
been via ting Israel and the 
occupied territories in pursuit 
of commercial ventures but 
that the government was not 
involved in the visits or the 
discussions they might have 
had with Israeli officials or 
businessmen. 

People have been calling 
’eminent officials to in- 
tbem that they are plan- 
ning to visit, but that is about 
all of any official involvement 
in the affair,” said a senior 
official. 

According to the official, 
who preferred anonymity, 
the government is not dis- 
couraging businessmen from 
exploring prospects in the 
occupied territories against 
the improving climate in the 
quest for Middle East peace. 
But, he said, it pill be some- 
time before the government 
could become involved since 
Jordan and Israel have not 
signed a peace treaty. 

“It is difficult to pinpoint 
this or that delegation visited 
and held talks with Israelis on 
business prospects,” said the 
official. > *To the best of our 
understanding there are no 
such delegations, except 
perhaps some businessmen 
getting together and travell- 


policy 

format 


following Israeli reports of 
“business agreements” with 
Jordanian companies, offi- 
cials have now made it a 


to get detailed in- 
formation from businessmen 
who inform them of their 
travel plans, the official said. 

Israeli Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer said in 
remarks published Wednes- 
day that Jordanian “experts” 
had “met Israeli ministers 
and businessmen to develop 
cooperation projects.” 

Mr. Eliezer was quoted as 
saying students at a technical 
institute in Tel Aviv said that 
“Israelis in the next few years 
will begin making huge in- 
vestments in large construc- 
tion projects in Jordan.” 

“We must prepare for a 
new era in the Middle East 
which will lead quickly to 
economic cooperation be- 
tween Israel on one hand, 
Morocco, Tunisia, and Qatar 
on the other,” Mr. Eliezer 
was quoted as saying. 

“We don’t know who the 
experts are that he was talk- 
ing about,” said another 
senior official. ‘They were 
definitely not Jordanian gov- 
ernment representatives. 

In principle, Jordan has 
accepted that it would have 
to do business with Israel 
after an Arab- Israeli peace 
settlement has been readied. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said in a U S. television inter- 
view that Jordan had “no- 
thing to fear from” economic 
cooperation with the Jewish 
state, but that such coopera- 
tion would have to wait until 
a peace settlement has been 


are also officials who 


believe that business interac- 
tion with Israelis at this point 
in time could be counter- 
productive in terms of 
advancing the peace process 
to a just solution to the basic 
conffi'ct 

“It is overindulgence,” 
said a senior official closely 
involved with economic de- 
velopment in Jordan. “We 
should not encourage Israelis 
into believing that they can 
hope to have any form of 
normal ties with the Arabs 
without granting the Palesti- 
nians tKftir legitimate rights 
and returning the Arab terri- 
tories Israel is occupying.” 

Among those who via ted 
Israel and the occupied West 
' Bank and Gaza Strip recently 
were bankers, shipping ana 
travel agents, exporters and 
importers as well as indus- 
trialists. 

At least three teams of 
businessmen of Palestinian - 
origin settled outride then- 
homeland visited the occu- 
pied territories in the last two 
months on trips arranged in 
coordination with Faisal Hus- 
seini, a leading figure in- 
peace negotiations with Israel 
and pro-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) activist 
in the occupied territories. 

PLO sources said those 
visits were strictly within the 
framework of the concerned 
businessmen's involvement in 
Palestinian economic de- 
velopment and had little to 
do with doing direct business 

with Israeli firmg . 

Sources in the Chamber of 


Commerce and the Chamber 
of Industry, the umbrella 
groups for businessmen, said 
they were aware of the visits, 
but none of them would pro- 
vide names. 

‘The vision is medium and 
long-term,” said one source. 
“No one is going to set up 
joint ventures here or else- 
where with Israelis until the 
dimate of peace becomes 
conducive.” 

“Many businessmen feel 
that they could lose opportu- 
nities if they stayed put, said 
the source. “They would like 
to explore and find qut for 
themselves what kinds 1 of 
opportunities exist so that 
they could be prepared to 
move in when the time is 
right” 

“No one could expect to 
see Israeli products in the 
Jordanian market tomorrow 
if that is what the Israelis 
want,” he said. “By and large 
most businessmen are closely 
aware of the political implica- 
tions of doing business with 
Israel before the basic issues 
of conflict have been addres- 
sed in a manner acceptable to 
all sides.” 

On the other hand, 
businessmen have also come, 
off no better if not more 
“confused” after talks with 
Palestinians in the occupied- 
territories, officials say. 

“As long as the economic 
basis for Israeli-Palestinian 
relations in the next stage is 
not spelled out, no one is able 
to see with any sense of 


accuracy what is possible and 
what is not,” said the senior 
Official. 

The official explained that 
Jordanian-Palestinian econo- 
mic links depended to a large 
extent on the success of 
PaJestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions as well as Jordanian- 
Israeli negotiations wi thin the 
framework of foe joint Jorda- 
nian- American- Israeli work- 
ing group set up during the 
visit of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan to 
Washington in October when 
he met with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

Banking curies said senior 
officials from several banks 
were regular viators to the 
occupied territories but that 
their visits were more related 
to arrangements for reopen- 
ing branches closed in the' 
occupied territories in 1967 
and exploring prospects for 
new brandies. 

“Someone has to go and 
make the actual arrange - 
' meats of the ground such as 
refurbishing the buildings 
and setting np the infrastruc- 
turc for banking operations, 
including recruitment and 
training of staff,” said a 
senior banker. 

Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials have been negotiating 
terms of Jordanian controTof 
' banks in the occupied terri- 
tories for several months 
now, but no accord has been - 
reached. 

“We are not there yet,” 
said the senior official. 


Energy specialists tackle 
renewable energy utilisation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Fourth 
Arab International Solar Ener- 
gy Conference continued its 
sessions in Amman Wednes- 
day with participant from 
several countries presenting 
papers tackling various topics 
m the field of renewable ener- 
gy u tilisati on _ 

• Or. -GWattinof foe'KReaew^*-' 
able Energy Unit of the Euro-' 
pean . Community. . (EC) pre- 
sented a paper on the current 
trends and future plans of the 
European countries regarding 
renewable energy technologies 
and their applications, assert- 
ing that renewable energy is a 
potential option to supply cer- 
tain parts of Europe with their 
energy needs. 

Peter Jensen of Denmark 
said in his paper that the cost 
of generating power from wind 
energy turbines is equal to 
ting it from 


Dr. Jensen added that by the 
end of 1993, the capacity of the 
power generated from wind 
energy will be 300 megawatts. 
i.e. double Jordan’s consump- 
tion of electricity. 

Hani Mulki, secretary gener- 
al of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology and 

tific Society, presented a-papet- 
entitled ‘Technology Transfer 
of Renewable Energy Systems 
to foe Arab World/’ 

Other important papers 
were presented also oy Dr. 
Valerious Ruiz of Spain; Dr. 
Waheeb Al-Naser of Bahrain; 
Dr. Omar Al Sammani of 
Sudan; Dr. Bin Gadfcri of Ye- 
men; Dr. Nisreen Ghaddar of 
foe American University of 
Beirut; and Dr. Abdul Aziz Al 
Najjar of the United Arab 
Emirates. 


Regio nal envir onmental centre 
to discuss future activities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Centre 
for Environmental Health 
Activities (CEHA) will orga- . 
mse a meeting here Saturday' 
to discuss developing the cen- 
tre's programmes in its second 
stage starting 1994 and ending 
by the year 2000. 

The announcement by the 
CEHA Amman office said that 
delegates from various Arab 
states are expected to take part 
in the meeting. 

Hassan Baroudi CEHA 
coordinator in Amman, said 
that the office, established in 
1985, provides environmental 
health programmes and ser- 
vices to states within the East- 
ern Mediterranean zone. 

These activities, he noted, 
cover water, sanitation, and 
combating environmental 
pollution m urban and rural 
regions caused by chemical and 
other toxic substances. In addi- 
tion, he said, the centre tackles 
environmental health issues of 
refugee camps and deals with 
questions related to s afe fo od. 

Referring to the CEHA’s 
first stage 1985, Mr. Baroudi 


said that it was aimed at en- 
hancing manpower potentials, 
material resources and technic- 
al means available at the re- 
gional and international levels 
to help the countries of foe 
region. 

The second meeting on 
Saturday, he said, is being con- 
vened as part of a follow up on 
research and development in 
organisational and technolo- 
gical fields, and it will focus 
also on CEHA's financial re- 
sources and the centre’s coop- 
eration with national and inter- 
national organisations operat- 
ing in Jordan to make foe 
second stage a success. 

According to CEHA, many 
of foe problems that currently 
face the region with regard to 
environmental health are com- 
plex and instrinsically associ- 
ated with the needs of econo- 
mic, social and industrial de- 
velopment. 

In addition, foe potential for 
severe environmental damage 
through uncontrolled or 
haphazard uyhistrial and urban 
expansion is great. 


Chilean businessmen 
to study trade links 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Chilean 
commercial delegation headed 
by the director of the interna- 
tional economic affairs at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Chile, Alex Meneses, is due in 
Amman Thursday on a four- 
day visit to Jordan. 

The delegation, which in- 
cludes Chilean businessmen 
representing producers and ex- 
porters of medical equipment, 
will hold meetings with Jorda- 
nian businessmen and officials, 
according to a statement from 
the Chilean embassy in 
Amman. 

The visit is pan of Chile’s 
endeavours in 1993 and 1994 to 
Strengthen Jordan! an-Chiiean 
economic cooperation 2 nd 
trade links . 


li »uu that foe 
will meet Minister of 
and Trade Bassam Al Saket, 
heads of the chambers of trade 
and industry as well as 
businessmen and importers of 
medical equipment. ' 

Coinciding with the visit, the 
Chilean government h'as 
arranged for an exhibition, at 
the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, of samples of Chilean 
products. 

According to the statement, 
the Chilean government has 
invited Jordanian officials and 
businessmen to Chile to ex- 
plore foe possibilities of in- 
creasing the volume of trade 
between foe two countries and 
foe prospect of establishing 
regular shipping lines between 
Aqaba ana Chilean ports. 


Ministry implements plans for 
construction of 20 new earth dams 


KARAK (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Water and Irrigation has 
started impleme n ting plans for 
foe construction of 20 earth 
dams in various parts of the 
Kingdom, including foe desert 
. and foe Jordan Valley, accord- 
' ing to Munster of . Water , and 
Irrigation Bassam Kaltish. 

' These dams are within the. 
framework of the mmistiy’s 
water harvesting project which 
is scheduled to be completed in 
1994, said the minister during 
inspection trips to foe dams 
under construction in Swaqa, 
Sultani and Qatraneh. 

The total storage capacity of 
these three dams, he said, 
could reach up to four million 
cubic metres annually. 

Within a week the ministry 
will begin constructing Al 
Jnbeirat dam, located some 40 
kilometres southeast of Qat- 
raneh, Mr. Rakish said, adding 
that the dam is to be set up on 
the site of an ancient Roman 


dam and win have a storage 
capacity of 25,000 cubic 
metres. 

According to Mr. Rakish, 
work was progressing at Qat- 
raneh Dam which has a two 
million cubic metre capacity 
and in due to be completed 
early next year. 

The minis ter was accompa- 
nied by Jordan Valley Author- 
ity Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wshah who said the com- 
pletion of these dams will, 
mean no water shortages in 
their respective areas. 

Harnessing the rain water in 
these dams will increase foe 
area of pasture lands and boost 
fanning, he added. 

Dr. Wishah said that during 
the Arbor Day celebration in 
Janaary thousands of fruit and 
forest trees wfll be planted in the 
Swaqa Dam area, which would 
eventually be transformed into 
a tourist attraction, complete 
with all baric services. 


He said the JVA and the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) are conducting studies 
on how to deal with landslides 
which have recently started in 
the southern Jordan Valley re- 
gion. 

He also said that the JVA 
has worked out an integrated 
development plan for foe Wadi 
Araba region. 

Dr. Wishah said that work 
has already started on the con- 
struction of 84 housing units in 
four Wadi Araba regions. Ibis 
plan entails building schools, 
health centres, roads and other 
baric services which wfll be set 
up after foe housing units have 
been constructed, he added. 

The minister and Dr. 
Wishah toured JVA projects in 
the southern Jordan Valley 
and discussed with foe Karak 
governor topics related to the 
water situation in the gov- 
ernorate. 
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RESTAURANT 





The time of the year to give thanks 
and indulge at our annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
is here again ... 

Enjoy the traditional American feast 
complete with turkey , stuffing , pumpkin pie 
and much more . 

Join us on Thursday , November 25th for 
something really worth thanking for. 

For reservations please call TeL 641361 
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Fresh hope for. Bosnia 

THE EC countries seem to be trying a new 
remedy, hitherto untried, to treat the Bosnian 
pnnflift. And it may just succeed. The EC 
‘foreign minister s agreed Monday to offer Ser- 
bia, the principal partner and the culprit in the 
pnnfljptj a “gradual suspension” of sanctions in 
exchange for territorial concessions to the 
Bosnian Muslims, the main victims in the 
armed conflict in the former Yugoslavia. This 
new initiative is spearheaded by the French and 
Germans and deserves genuine support. 

Given the fact that the West has ruled out 
direct military intervention to save the Bos- 
nians from genocide and other forms of crimes 
against humanity, Hie next best thing is to try 
the economic card. The potency of fc econo- 
mic factor in defusing the situation in Bosnia 
cannot be underestimated since the Serbian 
economy is in shambles due to international 
sanctions and suffers from a runaway inflation, 
that may destroy even the political fabric of the 
republic. The timing of the offer to the Serbs 
could not be better; it may stiD offer new vistas 
for resolving the aimed and political conflict 
between the Sorbs, Croats and Muslims. 

What the European countries have failed to 
do is to first extend this new told of diplomacy 
to the Croats as well since they have also 
become an-important-aht^bniM-^ fiici 
liras. Likewise, tfae‘EC j initiattve should also be u 
complemented by an offer to gradually suspend 
the military embargo imposed on the Muslims. 
The Bosnian Muslims have been pleading for 
lifting the arms embargo which has been 
applied huiiscriniiiiatdy <hi all the parties to the 
conflict, irrespective of whether they were 
victims or aggressors. The unfairness of the 
arms embargo is so blatant that one wonders 
why it continues tifl tinslatehonr.lt is true that 
U.S. President B01 Clinton made a faint 
attempt to lift the arms sanctions against the 
Bosnian Muslims, but did not succeed due to 
London's stance on the Bosnian situation. And 
Washington's bid to rectify the situation was so 
lukewarm and irresolute that western Euro- 
pean countries have interpreted it as bring not 
serious at best and only a political gimmick at 
worse. 

Next Monday's conference in Geneva on 
Bosnia is supposed to be a follow-up on this 
latest EC proposal. Ostensibly, the principal 
item on the Geneva meeting to be attended by 
the military and political leaders of the three 
fi ghting factions win be the issue of guaran- 
teeing aid supplies to Bosnians. As pressing as 
medical and food supplies to the victims of the 
war in' Bosnia is, th£fe is little doubt that the 
occasion will be also used to press ahead for a 
political solution which is more workable than 
the ones already tried and failed. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra*l daily Wednesday criticised a 
statement by Nabfl Shaath, a leading Palestinian negotiator 
with Israel, in which be made suggestions about a anion 
between Israel, Palestine and Jordan. Mr. Shaath has the 
right, as a Palestinian, to discuss and suggest ideas related to 
Palestinian-Israeli relations and has the right to deal with 
Israeli- Palestinian joint ventures, but has no right to make 
suggestions involving Jordan, said Tareq Masarwefa. The 
writer said that Mr. Shaath does not realise the impact of his 
suggestions on the man in the street in Jordan and seems 
ignorant of the fact that the Jordanians are indeed concerned 
with fusing economic unity with Syria, Iraq and Lebanon and 
also Saudi Arabia, said Masanveh. Indeed, the people of 
Jordan are concerned with attaining a durable peace that 
would entail full Israeli withdrawal from Arab land; but until 
that peace has materialised nothing can be achieved towards 
economic cooperation and only then Jordan can decide on its 
own involvement in any economic moves, continued the 
writer. He said that any Jordanian decision can only be taken 
by Jordan and should be first debated in Parliament He added 
that we had hoped that Mr. Shaath would have read the recent 
statements by the Central Bank governor about Jordan's 
orientations and its tendency to turn to economic unity with 
the other Arab countries rather than with Israel. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour daily noted that the continual- 
ly rising cost of living in Jordan is not affecting people's food 
and dothing only, but also their medication and other 
necessities. Taher Udwan said that the new Parliament should 
direct its attention towards the cost of living, poverty and 
unemployment and alleviate the burdens of the Jordanian 
families. The writer said that unemployment can only be dealt 
with through more investments, but businessmen say that they 
cannot expand because the government imposes heavy taxes 
on their products making them incompetitive in the markets, 
and these taxes constitute an obstacle in the way of expansion. 


By Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 

Even though supporters of 
active women involvement, in 
the Kingdom’s political life 
are certainly justified -in re- 
joicing over the election of a 
woman MP, they should by 
no means be oveijoyous. For 
one thing, the “victor/’ is at 
best bumble; women have 
obtained only one seat out of 
80, a seat belonging to a 
minority group. For another 
(and this ought to cause real 
concern), the overall attitude 
of the electorate towards 
women is still far from 
acceptable. 

La an attempt to assess 


following experiment. X chose 
two groups, each consisting 
of 30 members, half male and 
half female. The first com- 
prised university students, 
the second common people 
from the various walks of me. 
I asked them three questions: 
A) Shook! there be women in 
Parliament? B) Would 
women do a good job as 
MPS? C) Would you vote for 
a woman yourself? 

I explained that even 
though the three questions 
were strongly related, each 
aims Jo ehot a specific re- 
sponse. I also explicitly re- 
quested the participants to 
write down not wnat they 
thought they ought to say 
what they really felt. I 
adopted a variety of tactics to 
ensure confidence and I be- 
lieve the responses were fair- 
ly reliable. 

A careful analysis of the 
answers reveals tlK following 
specific results. First, those 
who think that women can be 
as efficient and effective in 



handlers of the U.S. Congress, 
and someone to whom Mr. 
Clinton had been compared 


over the past few months). 

And, in what for Mr. Clin- 
ton must have been the ulti- 
mate compliment, one of 
Washington's leading political 
commentators, David Broder. 
indirectly but favourably com- 
pared Mr. Clinton's style to 
that of John F. Kennedy. 
Although recognising the dif- 
ferences between the two men 
and their times, Mr. Broder 
offered a description of Ken- 
nedy and his style of leadership 
that on many issues matches 
the portrait of Mr. Clinton's 
first year in office. 

The president’s- relentless 
lobbying and deal-making also 
won him respect from the Re- 
publican leadership in Con- 
gress. One reason that the vote 
count for NAFTA was so much 
higher than expected was be- 
cause Republicans were so im- 
pressed by the president's 
efforts to win Democratic sup- 
port that they made a deter- 
mined effort to increase their 
support for him. This summer 
Republican leaders had 
warned that without active and 
strong public campaigning for 
NAFTA by the president, they 
would take a politically safer 
path and vote against the mea- 
sure themselves. After Mr. 
Clinton's incredible effort, 
the}' honoured their word and 
worked hard to hold as many 


politics as men, and that they 
• are generally equal in ability, 
are a small minority (5-10 per 
cent). One participant writes: 
“I don’t care if the Parlia- 
ment is all male or all female. 
I would vote for the person 
who most convinces me of 
his/her ability to do the job 
right, be it a man or a 
woman.” Such an enlight- 
ened portion, expressed by 
males and females alike, is 
extremely healthy and .posi- 
tive. 

Second, some (a significant 
minority, 30-40 per cent) feel 
that women have the right to 
nominate themselves and he 
elected. There is nothing in- 
herently wrongwith a woman 
candidate. Potentially, 
women are as able and cap- 
able as men. However, there 
are three reasons why re- 
spondents belonging to this 
category think they cannot 
vote for them. 

a) Women in onr society, 
unlike those in the more adv- 
anced countries, have had 
limited exposure to public 
(political, social, economic) 
affairs. They have therefore 
(generally speaking) neither 
the skill nor the experience. 
As one participant puts it, 
'There are no real Thatchers 
in our society, not even 
Bhuttos.” 

If You challenge such a 
view and say that there are in 
fact many women who have 
been working as diligently 
and impressively as Ms. 
Thatcher, they would re-' 
spond: Where are they? If 
they are not visible to us, how 
can we see them? 

b) A woman cannot hold a 
very demanding political 
position and take good care 
of her famil y at the same 
time. While sne may excel in 


one, she will definitely fail in 
die other. A female graduate 
student of English literature 
writes: “I truly admire Hanan 
Ashrawi; she is my hero. But 
I often wonder about her 
husband and kids. Who looks 
after them when she is away 
for such . long periods?” 
Such respondents, male 
and female, firmly believe 
that family responsibility for 
women comes before public 
responsibility. 


chauv inis tic and misogynic 
conceptions one can think of. 

According to them, women 
are physically, emotionally 
and mentally weaker than 
men; their role ought to be 
confined to bringing up chfl- 
dren; they need not speak for , 
themselves because men can 
speak for them. „ - 

A female student writes: T 
know from experience that 
women are too emotional and 
that they do not think 


“Our educational institutions have not suc- 
ceeded in shaping the attitudes of both sexes 
towards e ac h other in any desirable way • As 
a matter of fact, the many misconceptions 
men and women have with respect to each 
other (but especially towards the latter) seem v 
to have no room whatsoever in the curricu- 
lum. It is indeed a shame that the ideas of 
most of our university students are not in any 
way different from those of their provincial, 
old-fashioned, and uneducated^ grandpa- 
rents.” 


c) In theory, women may 
do an exceptional job; in 
practice, however, they will 
not because our society, 
which is extremely conserva- 
tive, repressive and dismis- 
sive of women's views, will 
severely cripple their per- 
formance. “It is a society 
which listens to men not to 
women. I'd rather vote for 
the candidate who knows 
how to deal with our patriar- 
chal institutions smoothly,” 
says one respondent. 

Third, and most upsetting, 
a comfortable majority (55- 
60 per cent) is remarkably 
old-fashioned and sexist. This 
group embraces very faithful- 
ly all the stereotypically 


rationally. Men are stronger 
and more able to control 
their feelings.” (I know for a 
fact that this particular stu- 
dent is one of the most 
rational people I know. Iro- 
nic, isn't it?)' ‘I believe in the 
proverb, all women are 
women, but not all men are 
men,” says a male student. I 
asked him wbat be meant by 
this and be said: “It is ob- 
vious. Women are all alike, 
inferior in ability and ways of 
thinking. Men, on the other 
hand, are not all weak and 
silly.” 

Fourth, there are two 
mixed opinions which do not 
fit under any of the previous 
categories, a) Four respon- 
dents, two male and two 


female, believe they cannot, 
so far, take any of the women 
who ran for pqfitical posts in 
our society seriously Because 
such women “seem foreign to 
us; they do not think the way 
we think, they do not speak 
the way we speak.” b) Two 
female students emphasise 
that women, whether qual- 
ified or not, must run for the 
Parliament “for the mere fact 
that women ought to be rep- 
resent^ by women. Their 
' meric presence is crucial.” 

In addition to these four 
points, two general conclu- 
sions emerge. Hist, there is 
no significant difference be- 
tween the opinions of die first 
group (which is more edu- 
cated) and those of the 
second. True, the terminolo- 
gy of the former is somewhat 
more careful and sophisti- 
cated. However, the message 
itself is fundamentally the 
same. This means, in my 
■opinion, that our educational 
institutions have not suc- 
ceeded in shaping the atti- 
tudes of both sexes toward 
each other in any desirable 
way. As a matter of fact, the 
many misconceptions men 
and women have with respect 
to each other (but especially 
towards the latter) seem to 
have no room whatsoever in 
die curriculum. It is indeed a 
shame that the ideas of most 
of our university students are 
not in any way different from 
those of their provincial, old- 
fashioned, aha uneducated 
grandparents. 

Second, and very interes- 
tingly, gender does not seem 
to be a significant variable. 
Men and women express 
almost die same views on die 
three questions. In fact, the 
tone and diction are often so 
identical that it is impossible 


By Dr. James Zogby 

Political analysts and leaders in 
both parties have showered 
President Clinton with praise 
for his winning performance in 
the congressional vote over the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) last 
week. There is no doubt that 
this was a Clinton victory. Dnr- 
. ing the last few weeks before 
°thl’ T^AfF^^^^presi- ■ r \ 
dent-fliet wito^l50-merabers of- - 
Congress, held 18 mass meet- - 
mgs with business and political 
leaders and worked the phones 
non-stop, winning over new 
supporters for the bill. . 

The week before die vote, 
NAFTA was given little 
chance of passing. Even two 
days before the final ballot, the 
•count stood at 186 for the 
agreement and 206 opposed. 
After a White House dinner 
meeting with 25 undecided 
members, a day of last minute 
phone calls ana some creative 
deal-making, the vote tally 
switched to 217 for and 197 
against. But Mr. Clinton kept 
working and was rewarded 
when the final vote tally came 1 
in 234 for NAFTA and only 
200 against. 

Throughout the final weeks 
leading up to the win, Mr. 
Clinton looked remarkably 
strong and confident. One 
leading political analyst, who is 
not always favourably disposed 
towards the president, said 
that Mr. Clinton was putting 
on “an awesome display of 
presidential leadership.” 
Another described him as 
strong and skilled in the art of 
politics, saying that the presi- 
dent looked more like Lyndou 
Johnson (one of the most poli- 
tically skillful presidents in re- 




The NAFTA aftermath — 
ch a nging patterns and coalitions 
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votes in the pro-NAFTA col- 
umn as they could. 

With the dust now settling 
from this vote, Mr. Clinton 
and the Congress face immedi- 
ate new challenges, such as a 
major anti-crime initiative, 
campaign finance reform and 
.the long-awaited health care 
bill, which must be analysed in 
reference to the new circumst- 
ances created by the presi- 
dent’s resounding victory on 
NAFTA. 

Gained prestige 

The NAFTA victory came at 
a time when the president 
needed a win; and clearly, the 
White House is hoping that 
success will breed success. 

, As Mr. Clinton left 
Washington to attend the 
meetings of the Asian Pacific 
Economic Cooperation council 
(APEC), he aid so with res- 
tored international prestige, as 
the passage of NAFTA showed 
that he had the political 
strength to deliver on his inter- 
national commitments. Now a 
partner in what will be the 
world’s largest trading bloc, 
the U.S. hand is strengthened 
for all future trade talks with 
both Asian countries and the 
Europeans. And, since the 
administration has been 
arguing for months that trade 
was one of its highest foreign 
policy priorities, success m 
these ventures may take some 
of the heat off Clinton’s fore- 
ign policy team. Any such 
change would be welcome in a 
White House that still wants to 
Tocus like a laser” on domes- 
tic concerns. 

Even in the short term, a 
stronger and more confident 
White House has emerged 
from this battle with not only 


the president but also with his 
staff having enhanced their 
reputation for political savvy 
and an ability to win. 


The new coalition 

The coalition that won NAF- 
TA will not be long-lived, nor 
will it, by itself, reshape U.S. 
politics. But it does point to a 
tew important new. political 
realities that the White House 
seems to be among the first to 
understand. 

Current domestic and inter- 
national circumstances cannot 
be addressed in the framework 
of traditional Democrat-Re- 
publican politics. The issues 
are too complex for such a 
nealty bipolar outlook — they 
require a “new thinking." Mr. 
Clinton defines himself as a 
“new Democrat”, willing to 
take conservative stands on 
some issues and willing to 
break with the traditional 
Democratic coalition. 

Over NAFTA, Mr. Clinton 
broke _ with organised labour 
and sided with business. To 
understand the significance of 
this, one need only know that 
organised labour is the largest 
single voting bloc and second- 
largest source of campaign 
money in the U.S. And ‘Mr. 
Clinton did not only break with 
labour in his position on NAF- 
TA, he publicly picked a fight 
with labour lobbyists, much 
die way George Bush picked 
his fight with the American 
Israeli Public Affairs Commit- 
tee (AIPAC) over the loan 
guarantees. 

Mr. Clinton has taken simi- 
lar stands on other pending 
legislation as he seeks to define 
a new centre in American poli- 
tics. Mr. Clinton’s crime bill is 


tougher than bills passed by 
Republicans in the past, ana 
his welfare reform bill wOl also 
win many Republican suppor- 
ters. 

But the president's health 
care reform bill package and 
his opposition to a new con- 
servative deficit- reduction bill 
will alienate his new-found Re- 
publican supporters while win- 
ning back bis traditional 
Democratic allies. 

This strategy of picking a 
course first and then finding 
allies is the pattern emerging 
from Mr. Clinton's White 
House first year’s legislative 
agenda. Unwilling to simply 
follow the course of least re- 
sistance within the Democratic 
Party, the president begins by 
defining an issue and fairing 
support where he finds It — 
even if that means that the 
majority of his support comes 
from Republicans (as was the 
case with NAFTA). 

Move to the centre 

Despite his liberal health 
care reform proposal, the gays 
in the military issue, ancf his 
refusal to cut entitlement 
spending as conservatives de- 
mand, it is clear that the Gin- 
ton administration’s “new 
■Democrat” image is more cen- 
trist than previous Democratic 
administrations. And, dearly, 
this is the message the presi- 
dent is sending. He is taking a 
43per cent win in November of 
1992 and attempting to build a 
new but flexible bipartisan 
coalition in Congress and in 
the public at large in order to 
pass the most ambitious leg- 
islative agenda in 23 years. 

Even Mr. Clinton’s blowup 
at the press in an interview 
with a large-circulation weekly 


magazine seems to be part of a 
well-calculated effort to con- 
vey his “new Democrat” im- 
age. In one of the most broadly 
quoted lines of his first year in 
office, Mr. Clinton said: “I 
have fought more damn battles 
here for more things than any 
president has in 20 years, with 
the possible exception of 
Reagan’s first budget, and not 
gotten one damn bit of credit 
from the knee-jerk liberal 
press, and I am sick and tired 
of it...” Although the passion 
of the statement may be quite 
genuine, it is worth remember- 
ing that duriong the bruising 
primary election in 1992, Mr. 
Clinton lost his temper only 
once when he knew he was 
being recorded. Such an emo- 
tional statement in a planned 
interview may be just one 
more way of delivering the 
message that he is, indeed, a 
“new Democrat." 

Problems within the 
Democratic Party 

The anger of organised 
labour is real — as is its politic- 
al power. They are currently 
threatening to defeat Demo- 
cratic members of Congress 
who supported NAFTA, and 
leaders of the labour move- 
ment have said that President 
CUn ton has “abdicated his role 
as head of the Democratic Par- 
ty" Clearly angered by this 
comment, a leading Democrat 
responded: “We are not own- 
ed by labour." 

There is a clear risk in this 
confrontation. By alienating 
his strongest political support 
ters from 1992, Mr. Clinton 
presents himself with a difficult 
challenge in 1996, and Demo- 
cratic members %:f Congress 


to tell whether the respon- 
dent is male or female. This 
particular phenomenon n 
obviously disturbing for 
advocates of women’s rights 
have to deal with false no- 
tions about women in foe 
minds of the two sexes. Sa* 
ly, some women are mw 
ignorant of and hostile to \ 
women’s rights, or even more i 
patronising, than men are. 

Clearly, a serious progress 
in the cause of women's' 
rights is robe made in our. 
society, a battle will have to. 
be fought od at least two 
fronts. 

A) Women who hold any 
political or public Office will 
not only have to prove to the 
sceptical or prejudiced 
majority that they are cap- 
able of running affairs as 
effectively as men, but will 
also, more importantly, have 
to make themselves more' 
visible. If you dance in the < 
-dark, no one sees you. * , j 

B) Advocates of womens 1 
rights wifi have to begin by? j 
educating (or rather reedu- 
cating) all people in our sod- = \ 
ety about women. All the j 
nusconcsptions wiB have to be j 
met and addressed. Ignor~ t 
ance is our hidden enemy. I, f 
have found, from experience, 
that the majority is sexist - 
because it does not know any 
better. The minute you talk 
to people seriously and ex- 
plain, they listen. The major- 
ity in our society is reason- 
able. 

Let us celebrate a little, bat 
get down to the real work. 

The writer is an associate 
professor of American litera- 
ture in the English Depart- 
ment at Yaxmouk University , ' 
Irbid. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times.* 


who supported NAFTA this 
year wifi face a probably more 
difficult burden in 1994 as they 
seek reelection. 

With an angry labour move- 
ment, an alienated African' 
American leadership (which is 
displeased by both the adnri-' 
nistration's anti-crime and wel- 
fare bills) and a defiant,, 
though somewhat diminished, 
Ross Perot, all mobilising 
, against supporters of NAFTA, 
and Mr. Clinton’s shift to the 
centre— tge Democratic coafr , 
tion will face serious electoral 
tests over the next three years 
in a divided and weakened 
state. 

Patterns 

One analyst observed that 
the pattern of Mr. Clinton's 
first year in office is “First, 
take a big issue, make a big 
speech, get a big boost, fight 
and win a last minute victory." 
He went on to say that tins & 
Mr. Qin ton’s method because 
he is a president eleqed by a 
minority of voters trying 49 
tackle the biggest issues win? 
the biggest stakes and faring 
down toe biggest oppositirai 
coalition of any president in 
recent history «■— *" 

But there is another pattern 
that can be said to describe the 
president. He is governing the 
country as he governed Arkan- 
sas. Few now recall the young 
and idealistic Clinton who was 
chosen the youngest govern® 
in the country. Then, he pre- 
sented dramatic challenges tt 
the state legislature, lost those 
battles antfwas unable to wifl 
reelection in 1980. From 19$ 
to 1982, be campaigned 
vigorously across toe state; 
personally meeting with 
thousands of voters and leatB 
ing some lessons of ArkansC 
politics. He won reelection it 
1982 and, with his lessons if 
mind, worked zealously to w fc 
each legislator’s vote. His re 
cord earned him admiratidi 
from fellow Arkansas and firi 
low governors, and he went a 
to win reelection four tunes. 

Similarly, after losing 
economic stimulus package If 
rough equivalent or his raft* 
1980 reelection bid), Mr. C&t 
ton went back to the style d 
governance that had serve* 
him so well as governor. S 
presents each issue in a speed 
of glowing and firm' princqte 
but then, as he works Congres | 
to win passage of his proposal j 
he compromises as needed \ 
secure victory. He is releutka i 
and energetic at personal lob 
bying, deal-making and coffl 
promise — and these tin*; 
tools have helped him ™ 
seyeral victories already da 
year. u' 

So far, his reebrd is good *] 
a far-reachiru> deficit rediidn 


bill, a very strong anti-erra 
bill and now NAFTA 
Whether this style of eoveg 
ance, which £s now working J 
well to win over legislators w 
and achieving his goals, _*» 
help his congressional suppri 
ters in 1994 and his own rectal 
tion campaign in 1996 is unefl 
tain. 

The writer is president of A 
Was hington - based Ar4 
American Institute. He conti 
tatted this article to the JonSf 
•fmes. 
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Modern music with Jordanian identity 


By Mohammad Masharga 

°I ????£ Jordanian musicians are enthusiastic 

^it?J$ bn !°!$ pi ? jeCt: Th e production of a song 
dfflgwg the Jordanian national identity ” 

J®* leader of the group , Tareq Ai Nasser, a 25-year- 
Ofcjnufloan who was involved in music since he was IS 
_yars old says the group’s project visualises a modern 
pice or music bearing the Jordanian identity. 

Nasser, who had studied at the National Music 
Observatory, says his group has been contemplating 
tts project for two years. The group is determined to 
pesent its work in a totally new version and in a modem 
language with a view to winning the hearts and 
sntunents of the young. The group has therefore 
eaded on a song depicting “rea/ life and reflecting the 
entiments and feelings of the soul and the heart.” 

1 . According to Nasser, Jordanians have for a very long 
me been influenced by Egyptian and Lebanese songs 
i f od music. “ Often we hear Jordanian amateur singers 
xngmg the songs of the Egyptian and the Lebanese 
ungers as these are closer to the taste of the Jordanian 
public than others says Nasser. 

The predominance of the Lebanese and Egyptian 
music and songs totally negated the presence of we true 
Jordanian national songs; and with the absence of the 
Jordanian song the traditional music and the Jordanian 
-heritage of music were almost obliterated , says Nasser. 

For this reason “we, as a group of enthusiastic youth 
are trying to revive the Jordanian song and music 
through modem instruments and with a new spirit , ” he 
stresses. 

“As an initial step , we have recorded a song depicting 
realistic problems revolving around an innocent love 
affair in the rural regions, ” continues Nasser. The song , 
in the local dialect , relates the story of a rural young 
woman who falls in love with a simple shepherd , he 
explains. “The episode reflects the most innocent form 
of love and the words are closer to the heart and the 
soul. ”, 

The music accotnpanying the song is performed by 
instruments producing something like the sound effects 
we hear in the movies accompanying the events , he says. 

“Otar second experiment was with Petra Caravan and 
Death Of A Bride , two pieces of music which we believe 
reviyt the spirit of Arabic music and reflects the local 
environment. In the two pieces we introduce the sound 
of uldation and beating of the drum. ” Nasser continues. 

We wonder if this group of Jordanian musicians can 
inded produce works serving as suhstirutes to the 


hitherto local music even different from the predomi- 
nant Arabic music and songs. 

Listening to Tareq A1 Nasser discussing bis project 
and outlining the group’s high hopes, one can feel that 
something new and real is brewing, reflecting the 
musicians’ search for identity similar to feelings that are 
reflected in the works of story-tellers, play-wrights, 
plastic artists and others. 

“1 dream of composing music for Amman , the city 
which I adore be cause I feel I am addicted to its 
atmosphere and fascinated with walking at night in its 
various districts which give me a feeling of intimacy and 
familiarity Nasser says. “ This is a mysterious city... 
beautiful and chaotic and yet reflecting uniformity , ’’he 
says of the capital. “This mixed feeling creates in me the 
desire for singing and composing musi c refle ct i ng these 
feelings in a synchronised manner,” he adds. 

Noting that bis group was deeply influenced by the 
sound effects composed by Peter Gabriel for the movie 
entitled The Last Wish Of Christ and another composed 
by Jean Michel Jarre, Nasser says that the works have 
not only encouraged his group to carry on with their 
projects but also justified such work. ' 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Nasser hopes that the group’s work will resemble the 
more flexible European and American music and songs 
which be says are nowadays blended with the -oriental 
taste for the sake of diversity and for reaching out to 
more listeners and influencing more souls with the new 
oriental melody. 

“If you want to enable your music and songs to attain 
worldwide fame , you should start by developing your 
local musical works, and in this case, the Jordanian 
music and songs which reflect the local Jordanian 
environment and the Jordanian traditional art and 
folklore ,” Nasser says. 

According to Nasser, Jordanian musicians face a great 
challenge in their quest to ensure for . themselves 
recognition in th e Ar ab World. 

“When abroad, one is often asked if Jordanian has its 
own national music and there is no reply to that 
question , he adds. This challenge has motivated me to 
take my work to Damascus ana enter a song contest for 
a Syrian singer Amal Arafeb, ” notes Nasser. “My work 
has won in the face of a strong competition by Syrian , 
Lebanese and Egyptian composers.” 

“Indeed when the Syrian Television broadcast my 
tunes they were warmly welcomed by the Syrian 


musicians, and when Najdat Enzour, the Jordanian 
television director heard be called me at once and asked 
that I compose sound effects for his coming television 
serial entitled Demise Of A Brave Man written by the 
Syrian writer Hanna Mina.” 

The story revolves around events in the Syrian city of 
Latakia and “this prompted me to visit Latakia to look 
for a suitable tune for tB&movie. I searched through the 
songs and music of seamen and fishermen until I finally 
composed a piece which I believe would hold the 
Jordanian musicians in high esteem and win them 
fame,” says Nasser. 

“If we wish to produce Jordanian music that can be 
accepted at the world level j&is i nevitable to present 
something creative rather thifivtfBow the pattern of the 
traditional Arabic music that has prevailed for ages. We 
have vast technology to help us to diversify our music 
and songs and attain our goals,” adds Nasser. 

Asked whether the Jordanian Radio and Television 
Corpor ation was interested in his music, he s aid it is 
rather regrettable that the corporation “ continues to 
believe that Jordanian music is still lagging behind 
others and is still at the m odest stage. ” 

Jordanian music is still lagging behind others and is still 
at the modest stage.” 

“For this reason , the corporation continues to enlist 
the help of foreign and other Arab groups, paying them 
thousands of dinars at a time when the Jordanian 
musicians can, through their efficiency, skill and qual- 
ifications, produce better work, ” claims Nasser. “Jor- 
dan can set up groups of oriental musicians , who are 
now wasting weir time in night dubs, and present them 
to the world. ” 

Seif Shihadeh , the conductor of the Amm an Players 
Group, agrees with this view, and says that the revival of 
the Jordanian music has to date emerged through the 
individual efforts and sacrifices but not due to the 
backing of Jordanian institutions. 

Shihadeh says the present circumstances are not 
favourable to the Jordanian musicians, amply because 
no Jordanian law guarantees the rights of the Jordanian 
musicians and because Jordanian institutions prefer 
foreign and other Arab works to Jordanian musidans. 

Another musician, Raed Malas, son of the well 
known Jordanian musician Fuad Malas , says that 
despite his leaning to music at an early age, his father 
had advised him to study electronic engineering so as to 
escape the sufferings which his father bad faced in the 
past as a musidan. Raed is an amateur musidan, bathe 
manages bis own private engineering business. 
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D4 Gaulle And Algeria — 1940-1960 

By Michael Kettle 
Qmrtet , L 1993, £45 

Etlla Sent Devenus Harkis 

By Mohammad Hamoumou 
Saprd, Paris 1993, ff120 

Let Politiques De Dleu 

Edted By Giles Keppel 
LeSeuil, Paris 1993, if 140 

Th* first book’s title is promising: De Gaulle And 
Alpria — 1940-1960 ; the period covered by the study is 
mere puzzling. Michael Kettle covered the Algerian war 
of, independence for the Sunday Times and devotes 
vitually all his 634 pages to the two years from May 
198, when Genera/ De Gaulle returned to power, to 
tin Barricades Week in Algiers, in January 1960. The 
author contends that, torn that moment, De Gaulle lost 
Os political initiative to the Algerian Front de Ubera- 
tim National. The FLN bad, since 1954 , been fighting 
fir an independent Algeria. 

The narrative is constantly interrupted with quotes 
fom the diary the author kept in Algiers . This seldom 
nakes interesting reading , 30 years after the events it 
^escribes. Too many entries appear to suffer from 
rjournatitis, ” the author all too often being the focus of 
dtention, rather than the events he is reporting. 

■ lie first chapter is a broad-brush portrait of 2,000 
/ears of Algerian history. It is difficult to do justice to so 
complex a subject in 36 pages, but the task is not helped 
by remarks such as “the Roman occupation, however, 
‘Eke the French in the 19th century, was never very 
d eep . The tribes in the hills, such as the Cbaouia, 
watched the passage of conquerors, and waited. ” Four 
hundred years of occupation did leave a deep imprint as 
d*d the fast spread of Christianity. As for the Chaouias, 
they are not a tribe but a large Berber people who 
inhabit the Azures Mountains. They did not simply watch 
the Romans from the hilltops! 

The list of sweepi ng general isations, often unsup- 
jxSredT by hrtf oHcai evidence, is long. For example: 
^The early colons behaved better than those in Black 
Africa, though colonisation in Algeria was haphazard 
and unregulated.” Maybe the author should consult 
Alexis De TocquevElc, who conducted two parliamen- 
tary inquiries in Algeria under the 19th century reign of 
Kina Louis Philippe and was so appalled by what be 
f witnessed that he wrote that “L’Algeriec’est la. France, 
| sans loiset sans bypocrisie... tout cea fuira dans un bain 
de sang. 


Hie author's political sympathies are not with those 
he describes as the “rebels. ” But to insist that the FLN 
were “ killing eight or even ten times as many of their 
own people* as the French is a travesty. Furthermore 
such figures mean nothing since it is impossible for 
anyone to know precisely what proportion of _ native 
Algerians were killed by which Action. The violence the 
FLN used against the supporters of the veteran national- 
ist leader* MessaU Hadj. or against ordinary Algerians 
; trying to stay away from the confhct is mcreasmgly well 
documented This conflict was a owi war among 
Algerians as well as with French settlers. Gross gener- 
alisations do not help to explain the sheer complexity of 
if and rob the book of much credibility 
Even Jess gracious is the author’s criticism of Absta rr 
Home’s masterful study of the war. The Savage War Of 


Peace, first published in 1977. Horne may not have told 
the. fiilf story, but 16 yeaTsjigo, that was 'an impossible 
task.' Indeed even the fresh' material recent testimonies 
on both sides of the Mediterranean have thrown up still 
does not allow the full story to be told. If only Kettle 
had displayed one fraction of the scholarship and sense 
of organisation Home had, let alone modesty ! 

Two books published recently in Paris shed rather 
more light on modem Algeria. Et Us Sont Devenus 
Harkis is painful to read. It addresses the fate of the 
260,000 “Harkis,” indigenous Algerians who fought 
with the French in the civil war and were abandoned to 
their fate when the French withdrew, on the orders of 
De Gaulle. Up to 160,000 Harkis were massacred by the 
victorious FLN in 1962-3; between 50-70,000 managed 
to escape to France with the help of their French 
officers , who saw the episode as one of the most 
shamehil in modem French history. Harkis and their 
families numbered around 1.6 million people in 1962. 
Those who got to France were mostly put in camps and 
30 years later remain poor, uneducated and largely 
unemployed. 

France has preferred to forget them: Algeria clings to 
the myth that the country rose as one against the 
French. The author is the son of a Harki. His book is the 
first well documented study of this issue and the more 
moving for being written with great sobriety. 

To understand the deep crisis Algeria is plunged in 
today, it would be best to turn to the chapter devoted to 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), the radical Islamic 
party which was poised to win the suspended Algerian 
elections last January, in Les Politiques De Dieu , 
recently published in French. The work was edited by 
Giles Keppel, one of the most knowledgeable scholars 
on modem religious revivalist groups. The chapter 
devoted to the FIS by Ignace Levenier is very thorough 
and provides the best guide to date on this key aspect of 
Algerian politics. Altogether a more instructive read at 
a fraction of the price — Middle East International. 
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The Making Of The Arab-lsraeli Conflict, 
1947-1959 

By Han Pappe 

LB. Tauris, London 1992, £39.50 

The disappearance of Palestine from the international 
map and the establishment of Israel in its stead in 1948 , 
and the accompanying uprooting and dispersal of the 
majority of Palestinians, remain the focus of much of 
the historical writing on the modern Middle East. 
Indeed, academic output on the subject has redoubled 
in recent years as scholars have gained access to official 
documents and Foreign Ministry archives in Israel and 
various Western countries. So contentious is the issue , 
and so controversial the results, that conferences on 
1948 and its historiography have become a regular 
feature of Israeli academic life. 

Among the emerging generation of Israeli historians 
who have made their mark is Ilan Pappe of Haifa 
LhuVersify, who joined the ranks of the “ revisionists ” 
five years ago with the book Britain And The Arab- 
lsraeli Conflict. 1948-1951. Since then the “ official ” 
historians, now widely recognised as apologists ftor 


Israeli government policy of the period, have given 
much ground to the younger challengers. This is not to 
suggest, however, that the “ revisionists ” are of one 
mind, nor that ^ fundamental disagreements j.do not 
persist in accounts and interpiciatiQns between Israeli . 
and Palestinian historians. 

It is Pappe’s special contribution, therefore, to have _J 
made a unique effort to stand back and offer a balanced 
assessment of the differing versions of 1948. In the 
process of offering an actual history of events, he refers 
in certain cases to the debate between historians, and 
calmly considers each version on its own merits. But be 
does not seek an artificial balance, nor does he shirk 
from conclusions that clearly endorse or discredit one 
interpretation or another. Nowhere is this clearer than 
in the debate between Israeli historian Benny Morris, 
one of whose central arguments is that the expulsion of 
Palestinians in 1948 was more an accident of war than of 
design, and Palestinian historian Walid Kbalidi, who 
takes the. Zionist “ Plan Dalet” as a clear example of 
precisely such design: Pappe joins the latter. 

As Pappe states it, however, his aim ultimately is 
neither to survey the arguments from a safe distance nor 
simply to restate the “facts” as accurately — possible, 
but to produce a “new history of the war. ” He considers 
that the key to understanding the true course of the 
conflict lies in addressing the political aspects. To this 
end be sees bis task — having benefited from the triple 
advantages of declassified material, hindsight and a 
critical view of the myths and misconceptions that have 
accumulated on all sides — primarily as one of 
evaluating the record and drawing firm conclusions 
about the real intentions of the parties involved. 

Pappe’s choice of title is particularly apt, therefore , 
and anyone looking for an authoritative account of 1948 
that also takes into consideration all previous efforts 
should go straight to this book. It is to his additional 
credit that bis text is so easily readable, and his 
arguments so elegantly contracted. Possibly most impor- 
tant, though, is that Pappe is one of a very few Israeli 
scholars whose works form a common “ bridge ” with the 
small but growing number of Palestinian historians of 
bis generation or younger with a similar academic 
outlook — Middle East International. 

Ymoid Saytgh 


Thoughts for this week 

if there is no helf, a good many preachers ar e obt aining 
money under false pretenses — Attributed to WSEam A. 

Sunday, American baseball player-tumed- 
Evangetist (1862*1935). 

You have not done enough, you have never done 
enough, so long as it is still possible that you have 
something to contribute — Dag Hammarskfidd, U.N. 
secretary-general (1905-1961). 

rm a ragged individualist — Jane Ace, American radio 
actress (1905-1974). 

There are very few monsters who warrant the fear we 
have of them — Andre Gide, French author and critic 
(1869-1951). 

Religion without joy — if is not religion — Theodore 
Parker, American religious leader (1810-1860). 

He imperceptible process of age has a point which , 
once passed, cannot be retraced. I knew I had passed 
that point and was getting old the day I noticed that all 
the cops looked so young — Harry Lewis GoMen, 
American author, editor and publisher (1903-1981). 
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WICKED: The election of the first woman to the 
Lower House of Parliament has been met with 
mixed reactions from her colleagues. During the 
opening session of the House qn Tuesday , Irbid 
Deputy Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh decided to attract 
attention to his quick wit by setting a trap for 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) Deputy Abdul Munem 
Abu Zant. Rawabdeh arranged with some of his 
colleagues' to leave the seat next to Deputy Toujan 
Faisal free and placed Sheikh Abu Zant’s card on 
that seat. He then sent one of the House ushers to 
direct the sheikh to the seat. The sheikh, carrying a 
newspaper in his band, walked behind the usher 
without realising he was being set up. When he 
reached the seat be realised that it was next to Ms. 
Faisal and saw the wicked smile on Mr. Rawab- 
deb’s face. Laughingly the sheikh started hitting 
Rawabdeh with the newspaper in his hand to the 
amusement, of course, of all present including Ms. 
Faisal. Sheikh Abu Zant bad gone on the record in 
an interview with a local daily that morning 
pledging to give Ms. Faisal 10 long dresses if only 
Ms. Faisal would wear an Islamic dress. He even 
promised to distribute sweets on the occasion. 
Someone who read the news commented that the 
sheikh wanted to shroud bis fellow woman deputy 
into oblivion or cover her up enough to be able to 
sit next to her without being criticised by his ever 
present IAF colleagues. 

* * * * * 

ONE WHAT? Also during discussion in the 
House’s first session Mr. Rawabdeh made a com- 
ment in English about the “ one-man , one-vete” 
electoral system. Speaker Taher Masri , being the 
liberal he is, told Mr. Rawabdeh that it was 
“one-person, one-vote ” replacing “man” with the 
less sexist term “person. ” Mr. Rawabdeh was not 
to take the chiding alone, so he looked at Ms. 
Faisal and said “ I would call it one-woman, 
one-vote if it were left to me. ” He would , wouldn't 
be? 

***** 

VOICES SO POWERFUL: The newly-elected 
House Speaker, Taher Masri, was quick to assert 
his authority over the House during Tuesday’s 
■ session. Having secured a landslide victory over his 
LAP rival Abdullah Akaileh, Mr. Masri was not 
about to lose the momentum of the moment to 
reverse old traditions dictated by the powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood deputies in the past Parlia- 
ment * One rif ihose- ~traditiqa& was that the House 
would cease deliberation throughout prayer calls 
beard from the mosque nearby. Amman Deputy' 
Ali Abu Ragheb was reading a list of proposed 
candidates for a committee to draft a reply to His 
Majesty The King’s address from the throne , when 
the muazzen started the call for the afternoon 
prayers. Mr. Abu Ragheb, a former minister now 
deputy, stopped reading. Mr. Masri was quick to 
tell him to go on, but Abu Ragheb did not. Again 
Masri instructed him to go on but still the deputy 
would not budge. Most of those attending the 
opening session did not understand why Mr. Abu 
Ragheb decided to ignore the speaker’s urgings. 
Did he not bear him? Maybe. 

MORAL WATCH MINARETS: In another arena 
not so different, a physical education teacher at a 
girls public school in Amman has her own story to 
tell about how certain traditions are affecting her 
work. The teacher, who has a degree in physical 
education is apparently ostracised by her fellow 
teachers at the school — who , she says, are all 
veiled — because she has not taken the Islamic 
bead dress. So far this can be called a case of birds 
of a feather Bock together and she is obviously of a 
different feather. But according to the teacher, she 
has been banned from exercising with her students 
during her physical- fitness sessions, which are 
normally held m the open courtyard of the school. 
She is only allowed to give instructions but never 
show them bow the movements are done. In fact 
during the one occasion when she decided to break \ 
this rule and exercise with her students, she was [ 
called to the headmistress's office. The headnuV 
tress told her that she was never to do that again 
because the muazzin from the mosque whose 
minaret overlooks the courtyard saw her exercising 
with the students and called the school to com- 
plain. The strange part is that the headmistress did 
not question how the muazzin got to the top of the 
minaret during the physical education class and 
why he was watching the girls’ school courtyard 
anyway. 

***** 

VEIL ME NOT: The increased number of students 
wearing the veil in public schools is not an indication of 
conviction but fear, a veiled teacher contends. She says 
a teacher who is not veiled “ would have never gotten a 
job if the administrators of the schools were doing the 
employing instead of the Ministry of Education.” 
Having little influence over the type of teachers 
appointed by the ministry, the veiled teachers them- 
selves are exercising their powers over their students. 
Asked whether the school she works in has any unveiled 
students, the same veiled teacher said “no. ” Asked 
why, she said “ because we pressure them to wear the 
veil.” Some parents of the students are fearful of 
reporting to the ministry. The teacher went on: “ We are 
not aware of any laws that protect the freedom of the 
students to dress the way they want and we do not know 
whether we would get anywhere if we do take this up 
with the ministry. Plus, and the parents only whisper 
this, “we are poor, where would we send our children if 
the teachers fail them in their classes or make life 
difficult for them.' Shouldn’t they go to Parliament? 

Nermeen MarssS 
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Playing the right cards 

f Jean-Ciaude Elizs ‘ ” 7 

ons and accessories one can add to a f* ft 1 Jj f\. 

ter (PC), sound cards might be the most ^M. 2 . 


By Jean-Claude Etizs 

Of all the options and accessories one can add to a 
Phonal computer (PC), sound cards might be the most 
fashionable ” these days . 

- A regular PC comes with a very poor sound system, 
rayneJy a small speaker with possibilities limited to a few 
wj-WS and ear piercing sinusoidal waves. 

JJ'fth the invasion of computer games on one band, 
aro_ music and Windows applications on the other, 
hmring a quality sound system on a computer has 
bqpome a must. Currently, the multi-media market is on 
a steep expansion slope and might very well be the 
fastest growing segment in the held. Multi-media is the 
combination of sound and image on the PC. Simply put, 
it is the audio visual part or computing. 

To compensate for the weakness of the built-in 
speaker, the easiest to implement and the best solution 
is a sound card. It consists of a small electronic board , 
approximately 4X9 inches, that plugs in the PC bus , 
provided there is an empty slot for that. If your PC has 
alipady received a fax card , a modem card, a MIDI 
interface or a scanner interface and some other circuit- 
ry* your bus, that typically provided you with six empty 
stofs when you bought it, might not have enough of 
them for the sound card. In such a case , you have to 
deb'de which card to sacrifice or buy another PC. 

A sound card usually comes with the necessary 
software to drive it and a pair of external speakers that 
wduld normally deliver a stereo sound. Once correctly 
installed and working, you can enjoy playing games with 
great music. You can also record sounds of your own via 
anioptional or supplied microphone. These sounds can 
become part of your programmes and be activated in 
and from Windows whenever you want them. Some 
caidr ulso come with a text-to-speecb software that 
takes any text you would type in and read it, out loud , 
vii the speakers, in a robotic voice. 

For even better results, you can connect the sound 
card directly to your home stereo system and enjoy the 
powerful sound of your amplifier. 

An important feature of quality sound cards is the 
possibility to record live music, your voice , your guitar 



playing or Radio Jordan, digitally on your hard disk. 
Remember however that digital sounds occupies disk 
space at the rate of 5 to 10 MB for each recorded 
minute. Consequently, and unless you purchase expen- 
sive, large capacity, writeable optical discs, it remains 
limited to short duration recordings. As great as all this 
sounds, the catch, once again is in compatibility and in 
specifications. 

Among the many available sound cards, two of them 
seem to have taken ninety per cent of the world market. 
They are Sound Blaster, by Creative Labs and Sound 
Galaxy by Aztech Systems. Both are designed and made 
in Singapore. These two manufacturers supply models 
that would work with virtually and software or game. 
Other brands might not give the user full compatibility. 

Both Creative Labs and Aztech Systems offer diffe- 
rent models . that basically give different levels of sound 
quality. Having tested some of them, I found that only 
the very best in each category is acceptable. In order to 
have a quality stereo sound , the card must work at 44. 1 
KHz rate ana in full stereo. Some models give you 44.1 
KHz or stereo , but not both at the same time. Such 
entry level cards allow you to run at 44.1 KHz in mono 
or at 22 KHz in stereo. Totally unacceptable. The 
Compact Disc CD-rate is 44.1 KHz , stereo, and has 
been defined as the norm for quality, hi-fi sound. 

The good news is the relatively low cost of both the 
Sound Blaster and the Sound Galaxy. From entry level 
to the high end models , prices vary torn JD 100 to 
JD 300. Whatever model you choose , it will be an 
excellent value for the price. 
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Tttoirsday, JVov. 25 10:00 News In Englis h 


Matters 


S *-'J 

Maps Best Friend 

Dogys man 's best fiend, as 
CaxfiwiH tell bis children 
wheji they bring a lost dog 
bompf 

* 

9:10 Reasonable Doubts 


Icerpan 

* 

Maggie defends a famous 
hockey player who is 
charged with ' killing a man 
during a tight. 

10.00 News In English 

i 

190P Movie Of The Week 
— Midnight Ron 


Starring: Robert De Nero 
and Charles Godin 

Friday, Mow. 26 

8-M E.N.G. 

» 

The[Sleep Of Reason 

i 

Sensational news is now co- 
vered more heavily on 
Chdnnel-10 following the 
takeover by millionaire 
A dam Hersh. But certainly 
Mike and Anne will not 
stand by and watch. 


11:10 Are Yon Being Served 


[Fsoes And Places 


self to Batter the ladies in 
the shop — to the 
annoyance of his wife... of 
course. 

Saturday, Mo k 27 

820 The Faneffi Boys 


Tarnished Angel 

Ronnie's girlfriend, Jennif- 
er, admires bis brother 
Dominique; her admiration 
leads Dominique towards a 
marriage proposal. 

920 Da Beat’s On 

920 Perspective 

1020 News In Engjikb 

1020 Feature FUm — Hie 
Widow Maker 


Starring: Annabelle Epsion 
and David Morrissey 

The story of a wife who is 
shocked to know about her 
husband's mental sickness 
and unfaithfulness. 

Sunday , Nov. 28 

&J0 You Bet Your Life 

Our weekly date with com- 
edienne Bill Cosby and new 
competitors on his quiz 


show that offers the grand 
prize of $10,000. 

9:10 Tbhrtysometbing 
Never Better 

Now that Suzanne is in New 
York, Gary takes care of 
their daughter all by him- 
self, with a little help from 
Ellen, w bo finds a new love. 

1020 News In English 

10:20 The Mot Who Kitted 
Kennedy 

Producer/director Nigel 
Turner investigates the 
massive cover-up behind 
the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy ...with the help of 
eye-witnesses and experts. 

11:10 Golden Palace 


Miles We Hardly Knew Ye’ 


her pain and suffering over 
Sebastian's death. 

10.-00 News In English 

1020 The Guilty 


Starring: Michael Kitchen 
and Sean Gallagher 

Tuesday, Nov. 30 

820 Night Court 

Earthquake 

9:10 Brand New Life 

Private School 

Christy goes to a private * 
school, and Barbara goes to 
a law school. 

1020 News In English 

1020 Anna Karenina 

Starring: Greta Garbo and 
Eredric March. 


Monday, Nov. 29 Wednesday, Dee. 1 


8:30 Delta 


■ White Women Can't Jump 

Delta and her fiend Connie 
are betting on winning a 
basketball game with two 
men. 

9:10 The House Of Eliott 


Erie's surprise twenty 
birthday aoes not help 


i p ease 


8:30 Head Of The Class 


The Secret Life Of Arvid 
Engen 

9:10 Ocean World 

10:00 News In En glish 

10:20 TBI Murder Do Us 
part 

Starring: Merdith Baxter 
and Stephen Collins 




L BON VOYAGE: 

Happy ttoq l M docklod on Bring 1 up a Ho 
pnoM; IhoyW flat to Me* a nlea veyag«b «oeh to a 
?d W iw i0 de rito o ll o ft . Each uring Mi «r her favorite 
pnom « mnpnaanon. 

■ 

(GtaenRi* duo* Mow, can you d otowUno Wo rn 
:<*d each one docks* to go, and What moans of 
>avei <M each on* uw to mako the voyage most 


; 1. Koto Fur* eld not go cfccard the Lou* Boat 
to tho Frondt River, wh*r« she uajaRy goes 
I- every yoar. 

► 

i 2 DkcovofY took its voyager to tho Grand 
l Mount. Bob Cod wai not on Its board. 

v 

f 3. JoyeeHuntookNpponUnestoherdestina- 
jj tkxi which was not the Moon Beach. 

j 4. IN AHnes canted a male voyager around 
? the globe, and Jay Happy went aboad the 

t Love Boat. 


JAY HAPPY 
KATE RINK 
BOS COOL 
ED DANCE 


HRDBLANO 
ROUND GLOBE 
FRENCH RIVER 
GRAND MOUNT 
MOON BEACH 


VOYAGER 


TRANSPORT 

DESTINATION 












Clumsy revisited 


By E. Yaghi 

The Following is not intended to slander any persons 
accused or guilty of blundering. 

Clumsy looked and acted exactly like his name. Anyone 
observing his motions could discern a head that wobbled 
as if it were going to fall off at any moment and arms and 
legs that seemed to be misconnected in their sockets. It’s 
not that the wretched man meant to harm himself or 
others, but rather that perhaps he just shouldn't have 
been bom in the first place. For example , take the other 
day. He stood on a busy street and patiently waited to 
cross. Just when traffic was at its most congested, the 
blunderer decided to cut in font of a long line of motor 
vehicles, police and all. It happened that he stepped 
right in front of a huge bus ana before the driver could 
stop . it dragged Clumsy to the ground. Panic stricken, 
the operator jumped off the bus after screeching to an 
abrupt halt and to the downfallen victim who fortunate- 
ly wore a thick coat, “ Aaare yyou OK? Diddd yyyou get 
hurttt?” 

Whereas Clumsy scrambled to his feet with the coat 
sleeve dangling where it bad been ripped off and with all 
the dignity he could muster, growled: “Yes, I’m all 
right, but no th anks to you. You almost killed me. 
Didn’t they teach you how to watch out for pedes- 
trians?” 

In a tit of nervous shock, the driver fumbled in his 
pants for some cigarettes and as his hands violently 
shook, finally lit one. Luckily, the police determined 
that the fault lay with the idiot who cut in front oftraftic, 
not the driver who swore that from that day on, if he 
starved to death , he would never operate a bus again. 

Clumsy is noted for being a regular handyman around 
the house. Not too long ago, be decided to fix the tight 
which had burned out in his study, so be dragged the 
kitchen table all through the bouse banging through 
doors and slamming waits wherever he went. At last he 
plunged the heavy piece of furniture down and climbed 
on top of it, teetering tike a man on a tightrope. As he 
successfully screwed the light cover in place, he moved 
too close to the edge and came tumbling down tike a 
small earthquake. His wife and children rushed to the 
rescue and after assuring herself that no bones were 
■ broken, she scolded him with, "you are just tike a bull in 
a china shop. You must be more careful. One of these 
days you will have a serious accident !” 

To which be complained: "Women! They’re always 
nagging. Nag, nag, nag. Never leave a man in peace. " 

One thing he excells at is being a good parent. The 
other day he took his small son to the pediatrician and 
when the child was diagnosed as haring tonsillitis 
Clumsy said: "Thanks, Doc. Here’s your fee.” And 


headed out the door , only to bear: “Hey wait a m ute. 

You forgot your son!” . 

Chagrined, the red-faced parent fetched his so and 
eot out of that clini c as soon as possible. It was j? nmg 


puddle. The toddler had a surprised iook on ms nee, 
out wasn’t hurt, as Clumsy had born the brunt of tnfall 
and he gathered himself and child with all the d/gnj| he 
could manage and proceeded to walk home coined 
with mud to the astonished glances of scurrying pasyrs - 
by. “ Why is it that people can’t let a man be? j 
Poring his lunch break the other day. Clumsy decjted 
to go to the local tibrary and do some research 4 a 
business project. As he ascended some steps at the fynt 
of the tibrary, he fell over his shoes and grabbed aijhe 
man next to him to gain bis balance. Recovering Jim 
this near disaster, he later ascended another fhgniof 
stairs, this time with a load of books under his arm. As 
luck would have it, he was looking the other way nd 
with a big thump on the stairs, found himself sprang 
over his glasses. Well, he got himself up as fastis 

am IkA y/Artiiid'a// 


of dilapadated books is stare and no one ever smiiesr 
Outside in the sunshine, he caught up with one of hs 
colleagues who was heading back to work. Perhajs 
because he was in a huny, an at once, his feet Sew fro? 


because he was in a hurry, au at once, his feet Sew fro? 
under him. "Oh, ” his friend cried , “are you all right 
Are you sick?” : 

Miffed at such an insinuation. Clumsy re fumed; “u 
course not. Anyone can fall!” 

But then a few steps later, he repeated his perform 
ance to the startled attention of citizens sitting on the 
grass or park benches nearby. His buddy, by now very \ 
concerned, queried: “Are you sure you're not til?” ■ 
He struggled to get up as quickly as possible and with 
an injured ego snarled: "Why do you keep asking such J 
silly questions? Anyone can fa 11!” 

“ Not twice in the same place, ” was the answer. 

So, he trudged off alone to his office building feeling 
greatly misunderstood. And with a somewhat gauche 
heave, burst through the office door only to flatten his 
boss, who was just leaving, like a moth on the Boor. 

“Oh, sir , I'm terribly sorry,” he groaned as he 
scraped his employer off the woodwork. 

In a purple rage , his boss shouted: “ Take a long leave • 
of absence and don't bother to call us, we'll caff you!” 
That night, knowing that only at home he is really \ 
appreciated, poor Quinsy rockea his youngest child on ' 
the bottom of his leg s. Carried away with the fan, the , 
baby Bopped over on his face and howled in protest At . 
least he wasn't seriously hurt but only hadja blue | 
forehead and red nose to show for his experience. | 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad 

STRANGE BUT TRUE 

* A Londoner made a nice looking necktie with a brash 
to remove dust accumulated on clothes. He shaped it 
like a ribbon that has nylon strings and added it to the 
end of the necktie. 

* There lives in the tropical zones a kind offish very 
strange in the position of its eyes. While in water, the 
upper half of its eyes appears on the surface whereas 
the other half rests below. 


Shuqair 


army and is under the com- 
mand of the president jf was 
partially mobilised dunk the 
Korean War (1951-1953 and 
the Berlin crisis of 196J| En- 
listment is voluntary, j 

HUMOUR 


The habit of hurting shoes on the newly-married 
couples emerged from the ancient tradition of giving a 
shoe as symbol of transferring ownership. 

The bee can go on nearly 20,000 trips to neighbouring 
gardens for collecting nectar just to make one pound 
of honey. 

SAY FT IN ARABIC 
NATIONALITY 


— What is your nationality? Ma heya jinayatok? 

— I’m Jordanian. (English, American, Japanese. 
Greek, Swedish) 

Ana Ortkmi. (Ingkeri, Amreeki , Yabani, Yonani, 

Swekti) 

— Have you got any identification papers ? 

Hid ladayka ayy awrak titabkeek d-shakbsfya? 


* Two married persons were chatting together whq the 
tirst asked: * What is the happiest tune you hz re?” 
The Second: “Between 3 ana 6 a.m. < 

The First: “Do you enjoy sleep during this tiie?” 
The Second: “No, my wife is fast asleep at\this 
particular juncture.” < 


iii a lunatic asylum. 

DOCTOR: Why did you come to this place? 


Ar e yo u married? 

PATIENT: (Distressed) This is the chief 
made — me come here. 


cause tyat 


ARABIC NAMES AND THEIR MEANING 




— Have you been here fora long time? 

Hal akamta bona mndda taweda? 

— Most recently. Mtmzowaktkareebjiddan. 

— Show me your registration card, p/ease. 

Arini bitakit at-tasjeel , min fiwflat- 

— Fin stateless. Can I claim the Jordanian nati onali ty? 

Ana Ndoon jinsfya. Hal yomkhtoni talah al-jinsiya 

_ . „ al-Ordoniya? 

— Are you a foreigner? Halanta qjoabi? 

— I’m an Indian subject. Ana m in ra’aya AJEBmL 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

MARTIAL ARTS: Any of various forms of seif- 
defence, usually weaponless , 
based on techniques developed in 
ancient China, India and Tibet. La 
modem times they have come into 
wide use for self-protection and as 
competitive sports. The basic sys- 
tem, jujitsu, teaches skills that 
enable one to overcome physically 
superior opponent. Jude, a 
Japanese sport created in 1882, 
makes use of jujitsu principles. 
Other popular forms include Ka- 
rate, which emphasises blows with 
the side of the hand, and Kendo, 
in which bamboo 'swords' covered 
with leather are used. 

NATIONAL GUARD: U.S. militia authorised by the 

constitution. During peace- 
time it operates under state 
jurisdiction and can be used by 
governors to quell local dis- 
turbances, as in Newark and 
Detroit riots in 1967. In times 
. of war and other emergencies 
it is absorbed into the standing 



AZMI: Firm; energetic,- one who fulfils a promiA. 
AZZAAM: The Bon; determined; resolute. T 
ARAR: A yellow spice with good smell; wdi 
narcissus. | 

AKIF: One who is busily engaged in religion 
affairs at a mosque. \ 

A SIM : Protector; guardian. I 

ATTF: One who sympathises; loincloth; wrapper i 
shawl. 

AABID: Worshipper; adorer ; servant. ' 

PUZZLES 


(A) FIVE QUESTIONS \ 

1- JJJaf tetter of the alphabet stings? \ 

2. What letter of the alphabet is smaller than an\ 
ocean but larger than a lake? 

3^Wbat letter of the alphabet do you find on your * 

i ietter of alphabet is a bird? 

5. what letter of the alphabet is a gill’s name? 

(B) INSERT THE MISSING LETTER 










* 
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►' Douglas J. Rowe 
ie Associated Press 

V YORK — Did you 
v that Donald Sumer- 
once plaved Homer 
HO/!? 

3 . no. Not that one — 
the cartoon buffoon 
& the patriarch of The 

ysons. That was his 
fitters name in The 
Of The Locust, dircc- 
T obn Schlesineer's* 1975 
nation of the Nathanael 
t book about Hollv - 
d sycophants in the 
!s. 

ttherland, however , 
n ’t laugh as others do 


Donald Sutherland — the original Homer Simpson 


when he’s reminded of the 
Simpson connection •— 
perhaps because he's un- 
familiar with the Fox Net- 
work series. 

“/ liked that character. I 
liked that character a lot/’ 
he says seriously. "It was 
the last review I ever read. " 

It was Pauline Kael's re- 
view in the New Yorker. “/ 
have it in my bead. Burned. 
Burned" he says, his slow, 
soothing baritone rising. 

“On the first page she 
said that the novel really 
shouldn't have been writ- 
ten. but since it was, OK. 
But it shouldn't have been 
made into a film, butifthey 



n aid Sutherland in the film Bear Island 
led on the book of the same name by 
stair Madean 


wen going to make it into a Sim, 
they should have brought it 
up to date and not shot it in 
Los Angeles , but shot it in 
Las Vegas, ft should never 
have been done by a foreign 
director. "And on and on. 

He recalls reading that 
long-ago review in a hotel 
lobby while Schlesinger was 
sitting across from him. 
“And by this time we're 
into four pages, and then 
she trashed Karen Black 
and William Atherton. And 
it then gets to the bottom of 
this page... and it says , 
‘there 's nothing specifically 
wrong with Donald Suther- 
land s performance as 
Homer Simpson. It’s just 
awful. ”' 

Schlesinger rolled on the 
floor , laughing, when he got 
to that point. 

If Sutherland read the 
notices of his latest film. 
Dr. Bethune, he would 
have enjoyed various tri- 
butes. But the movie came 
and went at most theatres in 
a heartbeat , probably be- 
cause, as one critic put it. 
‘‘whatever happened w the 
editing room shouldn "t hap- 
pen to sausage 

Sutherland, whose break- 
through role came in M-A- 
S-H as Korean War medic 
Hawkeye , says Betbune's 
idealism led him to play 
another doctor. 

He notes that Bethune 
put hospitals on the backs 


of mules and on wagons to 
bring them to the front in 
war-torn China in the 
1930s. 

The role evoked a bit of 
chauvinistic pride for the 
native of St. John, New 
Brunswick. He played the 
Canadian surgeon because 
he feels Canada needs as 
many folk heroes as it can 
get. 

Robertson Davies (the 
Canadian writer) said the 
only difference between 
Canada and the United 
States is' just a question of 
frontiers. In the United 
'States it's the old west and 
your hero is the outlaw ; and 
Canada , our frontier is the 
far north and our hero is the 
mounted policeman. And 
mounted policemen don’t 
really make great heroes. ” 

When it’s suggested that 
Dudley Do-Right might 
qualify, be laughs at the 
thought of the inept cartoon 
mountie. 

Still, he sees it as a se- 
rious dichotomy. 

“We’re like two sons, 
Canada and the United 
States, that left the British 
Empire, the mother. We 
stayed with the apron 
springs and you guys went 
off. And our character has 
not been dissimilar from 
those of the classic images 
from the boy who stayed 
home and the boy who. went 
away and made a big suc- 


cess. 

Sutherland ; — . whose 
appearance, particularly 
with the full beard he’s 
grown, has been likened to 
“ half Christ at the Last Sup- 
per and half Mick Jagger at 
Altamont” — certainly was 
a boy who left to become 
accomplished and Famous. 

He’s been in more than 
60 films, including Ordinary 
People, 1900, Casanova , 
The Dirty Dozen , Eye Of 
The Needle, Invasion Of 
The Body Snatchers, Klute, 
Don’t Look Now, A Dry 
White Season and JFK. 

Next: He co-stars with 
Stockard Charming (repris- 
ing her stage role) and Will 
Smith in the film version of 
the play Six Degrees Of 
Separa ti on, directed by 
Fred Scbepisi. 

“I had a wonderful time 
working for Fred, " he says. 
“It doesn’t have to do so 
much with the characters as 
to do with the director 
you're working for.” 

Indeed, Sutherland has a 
certain reverence for direc- 
tors. The two sons borne to 
him by French-Canadian 
actress Francine Racette 
are named Roeg, after 
director Nicolas Roeg , and 
Rossif, after Frederic Ros- 
sif. The actor's feelings 
stem from working with 
some of the best, including 
Bernardo Bertolucci, Louis 
Malle and the late Federico 


Fellim. 

Sutherland also expresses 
near awe for the written 
word and writers. 

“I love scripts that a 3 
written by good guys , " * s 
says, citing John Guare az d 
Alvin Sargent. “Really deli- 
cate, elegant scripts that 
you wouldn't a a re to 
change a word of. That your 
job is to struggle to find the 
real meaning of that 
word. ” 

He allows that some 
scripts serve as just a 
framework, but says what 
you hope for are the ones 
that aren’t just an amor- 
phous foundation for a film. 

“Those come from 
wonderful writers, "be says. 
“I think that you have to 
really try as hard as you can 
to make the writer for- 
whom you are working a 
wonderful writer. Because 
you, too, can bring him up a 
notch. 

“It's like Fred Astaire , 
you know. Improvisation 
only becomes worthwhile 
after an incredible amount 
of practice and work. Only 
when you can do it perfectly 
can you improvise on it." 

He would eagerly act in a 
film directed by his son, 
Kiefer (one of the two chil- 
dren Sutherland has from 
his two failed marriages be- 
fore he met Racette). He 
expressed a father’s pride 
about his 26-year-old son’s 



Donald Sutherland as 

direction of the made-for- 
cable film , Last Light, 
which aired on showtime 
last summer. 

When be was a boy. 
Sutherland originally 
wanted to be a sculptor.' 

“ I lived inside my head. 
Td been a sick kid, kind of 
one of your Robert Louis 
Stevenson on-the-counter- 
pane kids. I bad rheumatic 
fever, and pneumonia, and 
later spinal memngitis and 
polio, scarlet fever.... I sur- 
vived," he says, his voice 
trailing off as though he 
were getting lost m the 
memory. 

But the life of a sculptor 
was one with which he 
couldn't deal because it’s 
such a solitary pursuit. “I 


Dr, Bethune 

needed encouragement. 
And I needed more than 
the singular encouragement 
of one person. I needed a 
bunch of people. So I de- 
cided to become an actor . " 

The transition was easv 
enough. “It’s the same kind 
of plastic art," he says, 
adding that he himself feels 
like a Giacometti sculp- 
ture. 

“He started out big and 
brought them (his works ) 
down until he had squeezed 
them into the most energe- 
tic pieces that he could 
make out of them. That I 
try to do, in my brain 
anyway. 

“I, in fact, gain weight 
he says before heading off 
to dinner, intending only to 
have some soup. 




%By Sieve James 

Reuter 

W YORK — British 
thesiser rocfcer Howard 
~~es has sold his fair share 
— records in the last tie- 
's, but now, freed from a 
or label, he’s selling 
n himself. 

jnes’s latest CD, Work- 
In fae Backroom, was 
s ale at shows duimg his 
:nt North American tour 


Howard Jones Is selling records — literally 


— a special souvenir of his 
latest work since the disc, 
autographed by the singer, 
is not available in stores. 

Jones, a former Rolling 
Stone magazine Keyboard 
Player Of The Year, has 
maintained a loyal follow- 
ing in North America, 
although be has had only 
one number one bit — “no 
one is to blame”. Last year, 
bis Lift Me Up made the 
top ten. 


“My contract had 
Gnished with Elektra 
(which just released The 
Best Of Howard Jones) and 
I thought all I ever knew is 
from being with a major 
label,” the former spike- 
haired mus ician explains. 

“My first reaction to leav- 
ing tdektra was kind of 
1 shock , horror’, but then I 
saw it as the opportunity 
not to have to pander to 
anyone. It was a chance to 


break away. 

“As an artist I have an 
obligation to explore all 
things I. am capable of... 
■like just piano and song or 
jazz-pop or a record every 
six months. ” 

So he went to work in the 
studio at bis home in Eng- 
land, west of London. 

‘1 tried some new mate- 
rial,” he told Reuters be- 
fore his show at New York’s 
Academy Oub. 


“At the end I strung it all 
together and thought, Tve 
got something here. ' Why 
not put it on my own label 
and go on tour? 

“So I decided to seS it 
only at concerts and see 
what happens, ” Jones said. 

The project gave him a 
chance to take control of 
every aspect of producing 
and marketing his music. 

“I really enjoy this, it’s 
like taking a step back and 


seeing everything, from 
marketing and selling to the 
art work, and I did the 
master myself. 

“ Some country artists 
have done it in the past, 
selling their own records at 
gigs, but it's a big adven- 
ture.” 

So far, he said, he reck- 
ons that about half the audi- 
ences on bis recent British 
tour bought the disc, a gem 
of luscio usly-p roduced and 




melodic songs. 

Considering he’s playing 
small halls of about 1,500 
people in the United States 
and Canada — “it’s a small 
number, I know, but it's a 
special thing for the fans. ” 

And at about $10-12 a 
disc, he’s not going to be- 
come rich. 

“Music nowadays is so 
available that this makes it 
something special... like a 
limi ted edition print. 


“It’s also a gesture to the 
fans who have stuck with 
me for 10 years , ” he said. 

“They have been frantic 
phone calls from people 
saying T can’t get to the gig, 
how can I get the disc?”’ 
“There are other ways of 
selling it, like mail order... 
Frank Zappa did it, but it 
won’t get m the charts or on 
video. At the moment we’re 
not thinking of this, ” Jones 
said. 








French fashion giant cardin plans expansion in Vietnam 


,/vt’ 



model wears a short dross with two 
deaf shaped decorations and matching 
eftr top during t h e Pierre Cartffn show in 
Mtf (AFP photo) 


By Philippe Agret 

Agence France Presse 

HANOI — French fashion 
giant Pierre Cardin has 
announced a major expan- 
sion in his operations in 
Vietnam and said the coun- 
try was “ well-placed ” to 
play a leading role in the 
world fashion market. 

Cardin, here to show his 
couture collection in the 
Vietnamese capital recently 
for the Gist tune since his 
group began operations in 
Vietnam three years ago, 
said the group had signed 
several licensing agree- 
ments for bis range of lux- 
uryproducts. 

The designer also plan- 
ned to open a Maxim’s res- 
taurant in southern Viet- 
nam’s Ho Chi Minb City, 
formerly Saigon, he said. 

Vietnamese, who do not 
produce high fashion , may 
want to consider modelling 
it. Cardin told reporters in 
Hanoi be was planning to 
open Vietnam's first model- 
ing school, after setting up 
schools in China and 


Russia. 

“I would love to open a 
school to train young peo- 
ple here because... you wiO 
become a nation of 
fashion, ” he said. 

“You do not need to set- 
tle for international fashion 
standards. Please, keep 
your Ao Dai, ” Cardin said, 
referring to the long, side- 
slit traditional dress worn 
over silk trousers. 

He said he had “ big 
plans” for Vietnam’s strug- 
gling market economy. 

Vietnam was “well- 
placed because of its quality 
workmanship and reason- 
able price” to conquer the 
world fashion market, Car- 
din told reporters in Hanoi. 

His fashion empire 
already has 190,000 people 
working in 840 factories 
spanning 120 countries. 

Cardin presented his 
fashions for the first time in 
Hanoi to an audience in- 
cluding the nation’s senior 
leaders. As is his custom 
when presenting his 
fashions abroad, Cardin 
himself selected 20 local 


models to wear his creations 
on the catwalk. 

The fashion show fol- 
lowed a gala. 

ProGts from the two 
evenings are to go to victims 
of recent floods which left 
more than 60 people dead 
last month in central Viet- 
nam, and towards the con- 
struction of an orphanage in 
City. 


Ho Chi Minb City. 

Cardin returned to Viet- 
nam last April for the Gist 
time since an initial visit in 
1957. 

“ I wanted to come balk 
here this year because 1 felt 
your country had suffered 
so much ana that it bad the 
right, especially young peo- 
ple, to have a virion for the 
future of the world like its 
Asian neighbours, ” he said. 

Dining bis press confer- 
ence Cardin told young 
Vietnamese to “believe m 
your country. ” He added: 
“ You have the rigjbt to 
happiness and to dream af- 
ter having suffered so 
much.” 

Cardin is currently tour- 
ing Asia as part of his role 



Pierre Cardin chats with two show in 
models at the end of his fashion photo) 


Hanoi, Vietnam (AFP 


of honorary ambassador for 
UNESCO. He went to 


Shanghai, Bangkok, Kuala 
Lumpur , J akarta, Singa- 
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pore, Hong Kong and Man- 
ila, Seoul and Bombay. 


Fashion’s wild boy Lacroix is southern gentleman at heart 


ty Lee Yaoowitch 
Reuter 


ts 


*JS — As the 
■ up on Christian 
s first couture coffee- 
in July 1987, he made 
| tot of the cross and 
nis breath. 

was the most intensely 
■/pared collection io 
s and several million 
shad been gambled on 
\ 3&year-ahPs success. 
i ther designer had even 
i ’ned of opening a cou- 
' bouse ta the pari 25 
h not since Yves Saint 
cat. 

I spite attention ri- 
j I on that first show, no 
imagined tbit Lacroix, 

' out of the stuffy house 
. tou, would become (he 
imousty-acclaimed tie- 
r he is today, 
luths agapc. the audi- 
jtarcbed as Lacroix's 
g and wildly colourful 


clothes swept across the cat- 
walk , inspired by the Gam- 
boy ant costumes of his 
southern French origins and 
the bullfights he is so fond 
of. 

Orange, chartreuse and 
fuchsia plaids were paired 
with mad unmatching 

prints. The dresses, mostly 
spectacular evening wear, 
were made of luxurious 
satin, velvet and lace, 
sumptuously embroidered 
and trimmed with braid and 
tassles. 

When it was over, the 
audience showered • him 
with carnations and poured 
backstage to embrace him. 
The press hailed him as 
fashion ’s new hero, the man 
who brought audacity and 
bold invention back to the 
art of custom-made clothes. 

“ When I saw all those 
photographs and television 
pictures, I thought they 
were talking about someone 


else,” Lacroix said in an 
interview with Reuters. 

“Maybe that’s what 
allowed me to keep my 
bead on my shoulders and 
my feet on the ground and 
not become a real star,” be 
added, sliding off the five- 
metre couch and settling 
comfortably on the Gery 
orange carpet in his fuchsia- 
walled salon on the Rue Du 
Faubourg Saint-Honore. 

Here, the Arab princes- 
ses who order Lacroix wed- 
ding gowns come for Gttings . 

— the Middle East accounts 
for 60 per cent of his sales 

— ana women such as 
Baroness Marie-Helene de 
Rothschild and Faye Dun- 
away choose dresses costing 
upwards of $10,000. 

“I just try to rediscover 
the glamour that makes me 
nostalgic” he said. “And 
all of a sudden people were 
calling me an iconoclast and 
the ‘enfant terrible’.” 


That glamour — the gla- 
mour of Christian Dior’s 
voluptuous new look, be- 
fore shameless femininity 
became politically incorrect 
— is . what Lacroix has 
brought back into style. 

“fused to gp with my 
mother to the seamstress. It 
was like a harem, this 
atmosphere of women 
amongst themselves, ” Lac- 
roix said. 

In the 1970s, he went to 
Pdris to study to become a 
museum curator. There, be 
met Francoise Rosenthiel a 
striking woman who be- 
came his companion and, in 
1989, his wife. 

They had a box at the 
opera but couldn’t afford a 
new dress for Francoise. In- 
stead, he sketched designs 
which she sewed with fabric 
from a shop on the Rue Du 
Bac, a haunt of Karl Lager- 
feld’s. 

One day in 1978, Lacroix 


sent a home-made birthday 
card to a friend. The Giend 
was amazed. His drawing 
reproduced the styles para- 
ded on the catwalks at the 
last ready-to-wear collec- 
tions. 

In that same week he 
showed bis sketchbook to 
designers Karl Lagerfeld 
and Angelo Tarlazn and to 
YSL Chairman Pierre 
Beige. 

“And they all seemed to 
think it wasn’t too bad, "he 
says. 

He dropped out of school 
and within three months 
had found a job working in 
the studio of the fashion 
house Hermes. 

“ I never thought I’d be- 
come famous. My aim was 
to earn a living doing some- 
thing that I found exciting 
every morning. Francoise 
and I were a very modem 
couple , but deep inride 
there was still this 


Mediterranean machismo 
that made the fact that she 
worked and I didn’t bother 
me, ” Lacroix says. 

Three years later, despite 
his inexperience, the house 
of Patou hired him as a 
designer. Within a short 
time , he brought the staid 
bouse unprecedented inter- 
national attention . 

But by 1986, he was 
itching to move on. His 
chance came when Bernard 
Arnault, a dynamic young 
businessman whose con- 
glomerate Financiere 
Agache already owned the 
Christian Dior and Celine 
fashion houses, fell in love 
with Lacroix’s designs and 
offered to back him with 
eight million francs ($1.3 
million). 

Infuriated, Patou sued 
Lacroix and his backers for 
10 million francs ($1.8 mil- 
lion). 

Now, the only designer 


beside Yves Saint Laurent 
to win regular standing ova- 
tions, Lacroix is stiff very 
much the cheerful, un- 
assuming southern gent- 
leman. 

He seems embarassed by 
celebrity and is uneasy 
under public scrutiny. 
When he goes to a fashion 
show or a bullfight, he 
wears old jeans and asks to 
be placed in the back rows. 

The most puzzling thing 
about Lacroix, is that de- 
spite his amazing critical 
success , the house has not 
bad one year in the black. 
Its losses are now more than 
200 million francs ($34 mil- 
lion). 

One problem is that his 
designs are so unusual that 
traditional market in 
methods have not work 
And they are so wacky it is 
hard to put them together. 
The bouse has hired a new 
marketing director who is 


putting new sales methods 
to the test. 

For instance, at Saks 
Fifth Avenue in New York, 
bis designs are being sold by 
employees of the house. 

“We give them a ‘ mode 
d’emploi’, instructions on 
how to wear the outGts. 
Because when you take 
away the catwalk, the 
music, and you see the 
clothes on a hanger it’s just 
not that clear.” 

As for ominous predic- 
tions of haute couture’s im- 
minent demise, Lacroix is 
already thinking of some- 
thing different. 

“We musn’t cut it off 
from reality, making it an 
endangered species or a 
museum object. Today’s co- 
uture client no longer wears 
couture morning and night. 
My utopian idea is a fashion 
show including couture, 
ready-to-wear and some- 
thing cheap.” 
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By Philippe Valat 

Agence France Presse 


Edinburgh becomes anti- AIDS laboratory 


EDINBURGH — Shocked 
to discover eight years ago 
that their dty had the high- 
est incidence of the HIV 
virus in Britain , authorities 
here launched an AIDS 
prevention campaign Chat 
has yielded stunning results 
among high-risk drug users. 

But city officials acknow- 
ledge they still have a long 
way to go to change the 
social habits of young Scots , 
who are particularly vulner- 
able through unsafe sex to 
the virus which causes ac- 


quired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). 

Help has come , however , 
from the powerful but deep- 
ly conservative Association 
of Scottish Kiltmakers. The 
group agreed to back an 
effort to encourage Scots- 
men — particularly those 
from Edinburgh — not to 
leave home without a con- 
dom. 

** What should a real 
Scotsman wear under his 
kilt?” That's the question 
accompanying a photo of a 
smiling bare-chested young 
Scot on 100,000 posters that 
have gone up in pubs, night- 


ilubs, schools and at the 
. 2 istoric university here. 

The poster campaign is 
oart of a city-wide drive in 
which civic leaders, social 
workers, charitable orga- 
nisations, doctors and 
pharmacists have joined 
forces in an anti-AIDS 
mobilisation unmatched in 
Europe. 

Until 1985, the 700,000 
residents of the Edinburgh 
area had blithely assumed 
they had been spared expo- 
sure to the human immune- 
deficiency (HIV) virus. 

But that year, during a 
routine test conducted on 


105 people suffering from 
Hepatitis B — hard drug 
users for the most part — 32 
were found to be HIV- 
positive. 

“Overnight we found we 
had a problem of HTV on a 
scale we never expected 
recalled Dr. George Bath, 
coordinator of die anti- 
AIDS campaign in Lothian 
County, where Edinburgh 
is located. 

A more systematic ex- 
amination of 1,800 known 
drug users was even more 
alarming: Nearly half were 
infected with HTV, trans- 
mitted by syringe. 




Female foeticide goes 
virtually unchecked in India 


By Abhik Komar Chanda 
Agence France Presse 


NEW DELHI — “ May you 
be the mother of a hundred 
sons" is a traditional bles- 
sing bestowed upon a young 
married woman in India. 

Women's groups and 
doctors blame the obsession 


with male offspring for the 
abortion of hundreds of 
thousands of female 
foetuses every year. 

Female infanticide has 
been practiced for centuries 
in India where girls, com- 
monly regarded as a burden 
to their parents, have been 
killed at birth by strangling, 
suffocation or poison amid 
chants of “go, send your 
brother. ” 

The gender bias persists 
and science has made things 
simpler. 

Today, more than 
250,000 female foetuses are 


illegally aborted every year 
following occasionally risky 
sex determination tests 
guaranteeing u 100 per cent 
success” to a growing clien- 
tele. 

There is no comprehen- 
sive legislation to stop the 
practice except a 1988 law 


in the western state of 
Maharashtra banning the 
use of ultrasound and other 
examinations for congenital 
deformities for sex deter- 
mination. 

“ We cannot expect the 
law to serve as a deterrent. 
Ministers, legislators and 
judges are consumers. The 
key lies in promoting 
awareness ana m aking a 
woman conscious of her 
rights, ” said feminist activ- 
ist Madhu Kish war. 

“Very often a woman has 
such a negative self-image 
that she does not want her 
daughter to go through the 
difficulties and misery she 
has,” she added. 

Dowry plays a large role 
in sex discrimination and 
female foeticide. 

In Sirsa, a sleepy town of 
some 150,000 residents 250 
kilometres (155 miles) 
south of New Delhi, bill- 
boards urge would-be pa- 
rents to spend “500 rupees 
now (for sex tests) and 


abortions a day, earning the 
town in Haryana state 
nationwide notoriety for 
medical abuse. 

“Ask a person in Sirsa if a 
sex determination test has 
been done in the family and 
be will say yes, ” said local 


surgeon Rekha Bansal. 
Several of her coffeae 


avoid paying 5,000 rupees 
later (in dowry).” , . 
More than half of Sirsa’s 


80 doctors conduct an aver- 
age of 100 sex determina- 
tion tests and 25 female 


several or ner colleagues 
said the practice is justified. 

“It makes sense for a 
woman to have an abortion 
if she already has two 
daughters and discovers 
that the third one she is 
carrying is also a girl, ” said 
Urmila Talwar, another Sir- 
sa doctor. 

Baldeep Singh , a physi- 
cian from neighbouring 
Punjab state who confesses 
to having conducted 60,000 
such tests, echoes Dr. Tal- 
war saying it is the best 
method of ‘population con- 
trol ” 

A random survey of a 
hospital in the southern city 
of Madras came up with 
startling results. Out of the 
8,000 abortions carried out. 
in a year , only one was of a 
male foetus . . , 

Critics claim the coun- 
try's dedining sex ratio is a 
direct outcome of the selec- 
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—By Frank N. Stein 


Diagramless 21 1 21 , By Frances Burton 
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3. YO KDEEYDPHC DEH ORE KHZ YU SHDGDU, 
GHEB SDUB CBHK AH PHA ZDKDPHZ DC 
A SUB SYA KRAS HE H D B A S. — By Eugene T. Moleek* 
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The figures meant Edin- 
burgh had an infection rate 
more than four times the 
national average , outstrip- 
ping such high-density 
population centres as Lon- 
don and Liverpool. 

Social workers and 
medical researchers to this 
day are trying to determine 
why Edinburgh should have 
been so afflicted when near- 
by Glasgow was not. 

“The shock had its posi- 
tive side because it led to a 
rapid mob/iisafioii, ” 
according to Dr. Bath. 

Fighting AIDS quickly 
became a compelling muni- 
cipal priority and remains 
so. In 1992 the county allot- 
ted £8.6 million ($13 mil- 
lion) to combat the disease, 
a figure topped only by 


assistance to the elderly. 

Two centres are open 
here seven days a week 
where drug users can ac- 
quire dean syringes and 
hand in dirty ones. A mini- 
bus meanwhile travels the 
length and breadth of the 
city, distributing clean nee- 
dles. 

With municipal financial 
backing. 20 pharmacies 
have agreed to supply three 
syringes free to all who re- 
quest them — an anony- 
mous transaction with no 
questions asked. 

For the last four years the 
530 general practitioners in 
the county have received a 
regular newsletter on AIDS 
research and treatment and 
have attended seminars and 


stayed in touch through a 
telephone hotline. 

The results have been im- 
pressive. According to Dr. 
Bath, transmission of the 
HIV virus by syringe is now 

insignificant. 

Without the city's spirited 
intervention, he says, die 
number of HIV-positive 
drug users in Edinburgh 
would be two to three times 
what it is at present. 

The campaign has there- 
fore shifted mens, notably 
as the spread of the virus 
through sexual aco'viiy has 
risen steadily. 

In response the dty distri- 
butes condoms free of 
charge in 18 centres, indud- 
ing several high schools. 
Health educators visit 
schools and prisons. 


Edinburgh's 900 
ties, 209 of whe 


tutes, 200 of whtm 
men, have a pennai^ 
ception centre. With ag 
k telephone call they 
receive as many % i 
condoms in a mgk i 
cry. 

The charitable o^ j 
ti on SAM and itsfiifQ 
teezs concentrate ca the 

community. The keel', 
cer team regularly exh 
its supporters to take ) 
cautions. 1 

But Dr. Bath caetk 
“We have no guarantee 
success. We an not ^ 
sure wo are acting 
Chan the disease isajm, 
mg - .. . • 

“Stiff, it's not a lessen 
give up. ” 
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five abortions following sex 
determination tests intro- 
duced in India during the 
early 1980s. 

None is entirely safe or 
foolproof. 

“ Amniocentesis , which is 
based on chromosome tests 
conducted on the amniotic 
fluid surrounding a foetus, 
is harmful because the fluid 
is aspirated with a needle. It 
can cause infection, said 
Delhi Gynaecologist Push- 
pa Chandra. 

“ Choriam biopsies and 
other sonography tests are 
not always accurate she 
added. “Besides, pregnan- 
cies are terminated some- 
times well after four months 
and this is both dangerous 
and illegal.” 

A proposed parliamen- 
tary amendment would 
make female foeticide and 
sex tests for gender deter- 
mination punishable by law 
and provide for die black- 
listing of offenders. 

Tm such time , the abuse 
continues virtually uncheck- 
ed across the country as 
would-be mothers succumo 
to family and social press- 
ures to end “unwanted” 
pregnancies. 


Researchers find gene that « rc: 
causes cell death 
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BOSTON (R) — Resear- 
chers said they had disco- 
vered Che genetic material 
responsible for program- 
med cell death, a process by 
which individual cells com- 
mit suicide to help the body 
reshape developing tissues. 


The findings, published 
in the latest issue of the 
journal Cell, are said to 
have implications for sever- 
al diseases,, including 
Alzheimer's, rheumatoid 
arthritis, strokes , traumatic 
brain injury and certain 
types of cancer. 

However, any treatment 
that might result from the 
new research would be 
years away. 


For example , if activated 
in the right cells at the right 
time, the so-called suiade 
genes can help mould an 
amorphous mitten of foetal 
tissue into a human hand 
with five fingers. 

The genes are believed to 
control the number of cells 
by eliminating cells that are 
harmful, unwanted or have 
outlived their usefulness. 

Researchers at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology (MIT), led by 
Robert Horvitz, say they 
have identified the first 
suicide gene in the cells of a 
roundworm. 

The gene, designated 
CED-3, is most abundant 
when a fertilised egg has 


grown large and begun to 
reshape itself to resemble 
an adult organism. That is 
also when most of the prog- 
rammed cell deaths occur. 

A second research team . 
based at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, has 
apparently identified a simi- 
lar suiade gene in rodents, 
discovering that CED-3 is 
very similar to a substance 
in humans and mice known 
as Interleukin-lBeta Con- 
verting Enzyme, or ICE. 

The team, led by Junying 
Yan, also participated in 
the work at MIT. It found 
that when the genetic mate- 
rial responsible for creating 
ICE was hyperactive, prog- 
rammed cell death seemed 


to occ ur. 

The sdeatists were 
ro stop the arickfe ga 
from Becoming active -ea 
in turn , prevented’ one 
doomed ceffs from (fyim 

ICE hetys create a a 
mical that a found in eset - 
sive aaoantsw Abhtinei 

disease, head injury, sett 
shock apd rbeumatoi 
arthritic the research 
said, cfitfcfiidb^ chaitfm 
may be a ffnkbetween fo* 
diseases and programme 
cell death. 

Finding genesmspomtoi 

for programme d ocffdeat 
are “a holy graff iti tbi 
field ” said Dr. Jgatk Fish . 
man of MassathusctL 
General. 
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Smallpox debate resurfaces < 


By Teresa Riordan 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Scien- 
tists have revived the dis- 
pute over ivhefher to des- 
troy laboratory stocks of the 
smallpox virus, responsible 
for a worldwide scourge 
that was finally eradicated 
in 1977. 

The latest edition of the 
journal Science carried 
opposing views of two inter- 
national teams of rejected 
scientists on whether to eli- 
minate the World Health 
Organisation's (WHO) 
stocks of smallpox, which 
over the centuries has killed 
more people than any 
other. 

By the end of 1983 all 
official stocks of the virus 
were either destroyed or 
transferred to WHO labor- 
atories in Moscow and 
Atlanta. 

The U.S. Centres for Dis- 
ease Control supervises a 
repository of about 450 
smallpox virus samples 
from across the world. The 
Moscow archive bolds 150 
virus samples from Brazil, 
Botswana , the Congo, 
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Tanzania, and the 
former Soviet Union. 

In favour of destro ying 
the stocks was a team of 
scientists who say that the 
virus might be accidentally 
released, acquired by ter- 
rorists, or used in biological 
warfare. They wrote: 

“Destruction of the offi- 


cial WHO stocks would 
send the clearest possible 
signal to all countries that 
any work with live smallpox 
virus will from now on be 
punishable by national and 
international authorities 


and that the mere posses- 
sion of such virus is illegal. ” 
They argued there was no 
scientific need to keep the 
stocks because at least two 
strains of smallpox have 
been genetically replicated. 


providing a smallpox arc- 
hive for reference in case a 


similar virus ever takes 
bold. 

But a second internation- 
al team countered that re- 
searchers needed the storks 
to study them as new tech- 
niques are discovered and 
as more is learned about all 
viruses. 

“Re taining the smallpox 
virus stocks in Atlanta and 
Moscow and studying in de- 
tail” how they are able to 
invade their hosts “ would 
be of enormous benefit to 
humanity," wrote the 
second team. It added: “We 
are only just b eginning to 
understand bow viruses 
cause disease at the bioche- 
mical and molecular level. ” 

The group calling for eli- 
minating the virus said the 
risk of infection outweighed 
any potential gain in know- 


virulent virus were to 
escape from the labora- 
tory they wrote. 

Those advocating keep- 
ing the virus dismissed wor- 
ries about terrorism , saying 
smallpox was an unlikely 
biological weapon because 
it can be controlled through 
vaccination and other mea- 
sures. 

They argued that des- 
troying the stocks would not 
eliminate the possibility of 
new smallpox infections 
partly because the monkey 
pox virus, whose main hosts 
are monkeys and squirrels 
and which now transmits 
poorly among humans , may 
potentially mutate into a 
new human smallpox strain. 

Both the "for" and 


“against” groups rhcMe. 
scientists man aero# % 
world, including the W# 
States, Europe and Sfef 
America. 


Briton Edward JemL 
discovered a smallpox 4 
dilation in the ate JS 
century, but it was not aa ' 
after a worldwide nM~ 
health effort in fhe.sn * 
and 1970s that the deetl 
was eradicated. 


Although the WHO s 
commended in 1986 ffirti. 


smallpox stocks be 4s : -" 
troyed, the sdenttifcdfh^ . 
munity did not serionsfyti^ 
bate the issue until zhasa^s n> ; I j 
mer, at the JXtb into # . 
tional congress of wof^h . j 
in Glasgow, Scotland. 14 1 v: 


BON VOYAGE: 



ledge by researchers want- 
ing to keep the stocks. 


KATE FUNK 


"There are now millions 
of un vaccinated persons 
worldwide who might suffer 
terrible consequences if the 
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(A) FIVE QUESTIONS 

1. B. (BEE) 

2. C. (Sea) 

3. I. (five)' 

4 . J. (Jay) 

5. K. (Kay) 


(B) INSERT THE MISSING LETTER 

iettefS > clockwise, spell “ TIME ” and 
TIDE'' when read alternately). 
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Clay is given life by artist’s hands 
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Two works by Hwfan AlZa’bi oo 
««int ChevoOaui) 


at A1 AytH (Photo by 


By lea Wahbeb 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Contentment, de- 
. rived from the warm glow of 
1 the sensible colours of mother 
earth, is the feeling one gets 
when watching H azim A1 
ZuTri’s pottery. 

The works, exhibited at the 
Jordan Crafts Centre (A1 
Aydi), are a large array of 
stoneware objects, practical or 
decorative house-ware, made 
of hardened day coloured with 
natural pigments. 

The pre-Islam, pre- biblical, 
Sumerian and Islamic calligra- 
- phy are already known to the 
viewer; the novelty of the 
Zu*bi show is the use of old 
Jordanian symbols in a stylised 


way. 

They are human figures, 
naively represented on plates, 
pots or ashtrays. The colour is 
mainly turquoise, bnt also light 
and charcoal grey, on a neut- 
ral, light grey. 

The tableware is in various 
degrees of beige, brown, grey 
and taupe, decorated with ab- 
stract symbols or stylised fi- 
gures in light brick, turquoise • 
blue, greys or ochre browns. ■ 

Mr. Zulu's works are char- 
acterised by a great purity of 
lines, beautiful contrasts and 
attractive abstractions. 

One mural, of 28 indi- 
vidual squares, is exquisitely 
executed and an unfailin g eye- 
catcher. 

Darker blocks form a natu- 
ral frame to the lighter ones. 
The frame, dark taupe, is en- 
graved with black verses from 
Gibran Khalil Gibran, in 
beautiful calligraphy, and the 
middle is made up of alternat- 
ing hollow and solid, slightly 
ballooned, light taupe squares 
decorated with abstract pat- 
terns. 




Mirage — between 
reality and imagination 


By Najwa Kefaya 

Special to the 
Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Alia A1 Shanti 
Ammoura is exhibiting solo for 
the 13th time present# at the 
Aba' ad Art Gallery-Mecca 
Street. Her exhibition is a col- 
lection of 30 acrylic and oil 
collage paintings categorised 
by the artist herself as being 
“abstract, expressionism.*' 

The overwhelming atmos- 
phere of the exhibition is philo- 
sophical to a large extent. It is 


... an atmosphere of pain, sorrow 
*'• and p essimism. Sarah which 
•' •' means mirage in English, is not 
r.i " only the title of her exhibition 
.... but also the name of each and 
every painting she .has on dis- 

— - pk*: . v 

• ~ ..1 " Apparently,, this exhibition 
. . ' reflects a state of mind which 
.Ms. Ammcura lived recently 
with the new developments 
within the so<alled_ new world 
( order, where a modern con- 
',cept of justice is being im- 
plemented by the “strong" 
— - according to their interests and 
to the convenience of their 
" _ _ own whims. 

Zf | In this hew the feable 

MV* are b c comi ng^weake r ‘ 


Glorious victories of nations 
beme erased, hungry mouths 
of children open, waiting for 
food while the world’sncfaes 
are being manipulated by the 
strong. 

With the Arabic letter she 
represents her lost country. ' 
“We encounter every day 
breaches of decency, abuses of 
human sensibilities. They are' 
set upon us under different 
names and different justifica- 
tions. We cope with them as 
best we can. Some triumphs, 
some defeats.” 

The colours reflect the frus- 
tration and depression inciri* 


Ms. Ammoura: dark browns, 
blacks ancgjoomy greys. She, in 
many instances, shocks the 
viewer with a glaring red sun or 
a body fragmented into pieces 
by red bloody lines. Even 
when she uses bright colours, 
she projects a gloomy atmos- 
phere. 

The artist who is an aesthete 
as well, has studied at the 
hands of Aziz Ammoura, who 
happens 'to be also her hus- 
band. She has participated in 
many joint exhibitions in Jor- 
dan and abroad. 

The exhibition will continue, 
till the Nov. 30. 


opressed more suphcssed. and 
. the hungry more dependent on 
the rich, with this understand- 


ing at the back of her mind, she 
came to believe that “nothing 
in this world is real except 
death itself! Every other inci- 
dents are just passing by and 
disappear as if they never 
were, just as a mirage" she told 
the Jordan Times. 

Brief moments of misery are 
enough to erase years of joy 
and dump them into oblivion, 
turn them into illusions. She 
sees the present with a crying 
eye, dosed in search of hope* 
through the imagination. She 
sees it as a ladder where the 



Hamas military 
chief shot dead 

{CMtiuKd from page i) 

mosque loudspeakers calling 
for a general strike Thursday in 
Iris memory. 

Activists from the PLO’s 
mains tream Fateh organisation 
were also enraged by the kfli- 
ing, and called for a three-day 
general strike in solidarity with 
Hamm, Israel Radio said. 

Colonel Maher A1 Fara, a 
senior Palestinian official in 
Gaza to oversee the setting up 
of a Palestinain police force, 
stayed home on Wednesday to 
mown tlse death of a relative 
shot .at tf roadblock the night 
before, n&el radio reported. 


A work by Alia AI Shanti Ammoura 


Arafat: Gaza, Jericho 
will not be ‘Bantustans’ 


. Mohammad AI Fara died 
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(Continued from page 1) 

and we hope expect an agree- 
ment to be reached very soon 
because we believe that peace 
must be comprehensive and 
throughout the middle east.” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

‘The Palestine factor is the 
soul of peace in the Middle 
East but of course the other 
players, are also important,” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

“Peace in The Middle East is 
not an Israeli or Palestinian 
demand. It is a universal de- 
mand,” he added. ‘ 


The Palestinian leader also 
met Wednesday with Greek 
President Constantine Cara- 
manlis and with the head of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. 
Archbishop Seraphim. 

The meetinc with the church 
leader focused on the status of 
Jerusalem, loannis Hatzipho- 
tis, a spokesman for the 
church, said. 

Mr. Arafat, who began bis 
European tour on Nov. 21, is 
due in Norway Thursday and 
then will head tol Sweden on 
Friday followed by stops in 
Finland and Denmark. 


New Retail Shop 


Jordan Designs 

Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

A Retail Shop with the finest 
in Jordanian Craftsmanship 


Woolen sea rugs 
Embroidery 
Wrought iron 
Mamie papigraphy 
fTtritmm hODS 


• Ceramics 

• Gasswan 

• Basketry 

• Fashion 

• Gifts 


Open 9D0 AM - 5H0 PM, Saturday - Thursday 
Just off foWmiiSaqra Road, nmrSttfomj 
Call 699141/2 far more information 

■ggalL j-Ut I L 


AbddU* 



^ Sponsored by 


Stylised animals, flowers, 
•human beings or abstract sym- 
bols and geometrical figures 
adorn vases that take different 
shapes: amphorae, spheric, 
oval or ending in a pointed, 
narrow cone reminding of the 
born of a unicorn. " 

A more local theme is that of 
another mural, in beige ochre 
squares divided into triangles, 
with birds and animqfr we 
came to recognise from the by 
now familiar Jerash or Madaba 

mosaics. 


mural is made up of six 
Squares. The middle ones, 
looking like reed stems stuck 
together, seem to form an 
ancient parchment on which 
odd symbols (bieroglyphes 
like) seems to cany an ancient 
message from a flourishing 
civilisation. 

The exhibition, which was 
inaugurated on Nov. 23 by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and also 
has a collection of traditional 
handwoven rugs on display, 
runs until Nov. 30. 



II 


In CO-Operation 
with 


HOTEL 

INTER- CONTINENTAL 


WUl'Sjf 

Emirates 


JORDAN ^ . 


a The •3.m6assiwtors oj Opera amt Concert 
X Worldwide, Ltd. 

W Featuring artists of tbe Metropolitan Opera in New York 
M as well as La ScaJa, Vienna Staatsoper, and Paris Opera. 

II Famous selections from Phantom of the Opera, Evita, 
Y- 1 ^ outh Camelot, Gats, Carmen, Aida, Tosca, 

M Madame Butterfly, and Broadway Musicals. 

/i 24th November 26th November 

v Matinee 6:30 -8:30 & Dinner 8:30- 11:00 

• i _The Grand Ballroom ^ 


$5 




y For further information and reservations Call us at 641361 
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improve your chances of promotion - get you a better job — 
| increase your earning power and enhance your social life. Von 
can acquire it qmcldy and easily. 

5 Why You Can Be Successful 

I “ “ 7 Your training has been specially written 

■ # L* r ^: _c,ass home “ for people whose mother longue is not 

0 study course - English. You receive full tuition in the 

direct from England English language. You learn how to write 


• First-class home- 
y study course - 
direct from England 

* • Spoken English on 

( cassette tapes .» r — 

are shown now io punctuate, improve 

I * Diptorua in your spelling and develop your vocabu-, 

Business English lary. Grammar is made easy! The result - 

I * Specialist tutors youlearn how to write and speak correct' 

English. 

- • 1 month Free Trial If you would like full details of this 

1 • Study at your own specialist training - including proof or 

I pace success by former students - send the 

coupon NOW. No cost. No obligation 

a DetaHs FREE. 

9 Neter again need you feel ashamed of your English. 

I* Please tend me FREE details about home-study training and specialist DnrioinflsT " 

( BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
Surname 

| Other Names 

Address 


business letters, reports, memos, conduct ' 
meetings and produce the minutes. You: 


I BUSINESS TRAINING Dept. BDX113, I 

| 7 Dale Street, Manchester, Ml 1JB, England. CAC.C. Accredited. | 
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Economic slump pressures 
Japanese fi rms to cut jobs 


Turkey grapples with tax reform 


TOKYO (AFP) — More than 
60 per cent of major Japanese 
companies have cut or plan to 
cut jobs to cope with the eco- 
nomic slump, the Kyodo News 
Service has reported. 

Kyodo said that its recent 


survey of 100 listed companies 
• . found that 57 per cent planned 
; to take s imilar steps. 

The adjustments included 
. fewe r- than-usual recruitments, 
layoffs and recommended 
voluntary retirement. 

Motor vehicle manufactur- 
ers, electric companies and 
steelmakers, which have been 
hard hit by weakening demand 
and the high exchange rate of 
the yen, were expected to step 


up job cuts, analysts said. 
■»' Mazda Motor Corp., a n 
irm alter, 


^ Mazda Motor Corp., a ma- 
jor Japanese carmaker, said 
.that it had laid off about 25,000 
workers Monday to tope with 
poor sales at home and abroad. 
.. The company, which em- 
ploys 31,000 people, said a 
similar step would be taken 
Jaext Monday. 


Mazda said it suffered a pre- 
' tax loss of 15 .5 billion yen 
• ($14.5 million) in the half-year 
to September. 

Other major Japanese car- 
makers have announced plans 
' to by off workers. 

- Nissan Motor Co. with a 
work force of 53,000 said that 
it had laif off 2,100 workers 
Friday and that similar mea- 
sures would affect the same 
dumber on Friday this week 
and 15,000 workers on Dec. 10 
and 17. 

- Honda Motor Co., which 
.. employs some 32,000 people, 
- planned to lay off 4,000 of 


them for four days between 
late December and early 
March, company officials said, 
adding that the dates would be 
decided later. 

The Nikko Research Centre, 
the research arm of major 
stockbroker Nikko Securities 
CO., estimated the number of 
surplus workers held by 
Japanese companies at 2.35 
million. 

Official statistics show that 
Japan's jobless rate stood at 
2.6 per cent in September with 
1.72 milli on out of a work force 
of 64.93 milli on having no 
jobs. 

The rate represented an in- 
crease of 0.1 percentage points 
from August and a rise of 17 
points from the figure a year 
earlier. 

Japanese companies, in the 
economic doldrums for two 
and a half years, set little signs 
of an early upturn and fear the 
current slump could become 
the longest on record. 

Economic indicators point to 
it lasting longer than Japan's 
previous record recession 
which ran from March 1980 till 
February 1983. Businessmen 
and economists agree. 

Japan's Economic Planning 
Agency officially announced 
last week that the current 
slump started in May 1991. 

In the six months to Septem- 
ber this year, most Japanese 
companies saw their profits 
drop by up to a quarter and are 
forecasting bleak perform- 
ances for the full year which 
ends in March 1994. 

The Nihon Keizai Shimbtm 
reported Friday that the six- 
month pre-tax profits of 1,237 


companies totalled 2.41 trillion 
yen ($23 billion), down 25.3 
per cent from the same period 
last year. 

The firms — excluding 
banks, securities houses aim 
insurance companies — saw 
sales drop 6.9 per cent from a 
year earner to a total of 147 
trillion yen. And they expect 
severe business conditions in 
the second half, forecasting an 
average 21.1 per cent fall for 
the full year to Man* 1994. 

The situation in the second 
half wifi be “much worse than 
the first half ,” said Kenichiro 
Yoshida, an analyst for Nikko 
Research Institute. “No one 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
hard-pressed treasury could 
rake m an extra 60 trillion lira 
($4.4 billion) next year if a 
draft tax bill is enacted, but 
one of its architects said it had 
scant chance of success in a 
nation of tax-dodgers. 

"Unless tax revenue is in- 
creased, this country's budget 
deficit will continue to get big- 
ger and bigger," Veysi Seyig, 
chief tax adviser to Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller, told 
Reuters. . 

The defiat, estimated at 120 
trillion lira (S9 billion) in 1993, 
is set to hit 192 trillion lira (S14 
billion) in 1994. 

Mr. Sevig said taxes covered 
only 57 per cent of state spend- 
ing, against 75 to SO per cent in 
most industrialised countries. 

“In OECD countries the 


can exactly predict how much 1° OECD countries tne 
■longer they will have to suffer average tax burden is 29 per 
the severe conditions.” cent, he said. “In Turkey it » 

The slump has not spared 13 per cent. But if you add the 

•m . i « r i ■ : amAiifit Trvcr fit mu art tar pva. 


Japan’s blue chip companies. 
Industrial leaders such as Nip- 
pon Steel Corp.. Nissan 
Motors Corp., ana Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Co. as well 
as Nintendo Co. all reported 
sharp falls in profit or even 


Government officials, who 
declared several months ago 
that the recession was over, 
concede they were wrong and 
are gloomily predicting the 
turn down will go on for some 
time yet. 

The bank of Japan said the 
economy remained sluggish 
with little sign of recovery, and 
reported Friday that chances of 
an impre. ement before March 
next year remained sfim. 

Economic analysts are pre- 
dicting that October’s indust- 
rial output figures to be issued 
this week wiD show a sharp fall 
over the previous year. 


cent, he said. In 1 urkey it is 
13 per cent. But if you add the 
amount lost through tax eva- 
sion, it would be nearer 20 to 
25 per cent.” 

Mr. Sevig said the proposed 
changes could gamer an addi- 
tional 60 trillion lira in tax 
revenue next year. 

He said about 2 60 trillion 
lira (S19.3 billion) in tax had 
been collected this yeajr, but at 
least 110 trillion ($8.1 billion) 
more had been lost through 
evasion. . . 

Mr. Sevig estimated that 35 to 60 
per cent of the economy went 
unrecorded, through false re- 
ceipts, undocumented sales, 
bogus firms reaping the benefit 
of company tax breaks and 
imports masquerading as tour- 
ism, education or healthy pro- 
ducts. 


Naming non-payers, putting 
those who falsify receipts in jail 
andcomgellingpeople.no de- 
clare their wealth would help. 


European CommissfoiTmakesTormat 
proposals for economic austerity 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission made 
formal propo sa ls here Wednes- 
day for a guideline economic 
growth plan to solve die EC’s 
mounting unemployment 
crisis. 

But the Europen Commun- 
ity (EC’s) executive diluted an 
earlier proposal because of cri- 
ticism from member stales, 
particulartyof its specific re- 
commendations for cuts in in- 
terest rates. 

EC Finance Commissioner 
Hemm^ Ghristophersen said 
the programm e, to be pre- 
sented at an EC summit next 
month, aimed at mating condi- 
tions for cuts in interest rates 
“because that is the fastest way 
of achieving growth.” 

But missing from the version 
of the guidefijnes approved by 
the commission Wednesday is 
an earlier recommendation for 
interest rate cuts of between 
two and three parentage points 
by member countries: 

• That proposal, presented to 
a meeting of EC finance minis- 
ters Monday, was rejected by 
Germany and some other 
countries along with other spe- 
cific economic targets. 


Thus, the co mmi ss i o n notes 
that 15 milli on new jobs could 
be created by the end of the 
decade if the current unem- 
ployment rate of about 11 per 
cent was cut by half. But this is 
no longer presented as a 
target. 

Mr. Christophersea said at a 
press conference: “We are not 
a centrally p lanne d economy 
so we do not begin with a 
tareeL” 

But he added: “Xt is a realis- 
tic figure.... (achieving it) de- 
pends on how member states 
are prepared to implement the 
macro-economic policies.” 

The programme calls for 
cuts in budget deficits and pub- 
lic debts, lower government 
consumption spending, a 
shrot-term pay freeze, more 
capital investment, lower infla- 
tion, exchange rate stability 
and more efficient taxing. 

It urges a lo werin g of the 
social security levies which 
must be paid by businesses to 
the authorities, and greater 
coordination of the EC’s 12 
national economies so that 
monetary nnion can be 
achieved on target by 1999. 

According to official fore- 


casts, EC unemployment will 
peak at 11.5 per cent in mid- 
1995, up from nearly 11 per 
cent currently. 

The ECs economy is ex- 
pected to shrink by 0.4 per cent 
this year before staging a mod- 
est recovery to growth of 13 
per cent next year and 2.1 per 
emit in 1995. A three per cent 
rate is considered necessary to 
lower unemgloyinGiit. 

The commission urged mem- 
ber states to begin reducing 
their budget deficits next year, 
with the aim of bringing them 
down to the monetary union 
target of three per cent of cross 
domestic product by 1996 or 
1997. 

It said the ECs average in- 
flation rate should be brought 
down to two or three per cent 
by 1996. 

.Mr. Cbristopber se n added 
that 4> more courageous 
efforts” were needed to cut 
gove rnm ent spending and that 
pay increases should be kept 
below the inflation rate. 

He also urged greater nego- 
tiations between the soaal 
partners — governments, trade 
unions and employers — so 
that workers could be per- 


the one perpetrated by the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 


Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BGCX). 

EC finance ministers agreed 
on several measures to plug 
loopholes in laws governing 
tiie control of banks, credit ana 
investment iatfftntioBS, and in- 
surance co m p an ies. 

They passed a directive 
which loosens the obligation of 
confidentiality by statmg that: 

— Relations between a com- 
pany and affiliated institutions 
must be more transparent. 

— A financial institution 
must have its a dminis trative 
and legal headquarters in the 
same place. 

— The authorities of diffe- 
rent EC member states must 
extend their capability to ex- 
change information. 

— A financial company’s ex- 
ternal auditors must have a 
wider responsibility to report 
irregularities to the authorities. 
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“We are looking at greater 
surveillance of wealth,” he 
said. 

The reform would increase 
administrative powers to in- 
spect the sources of unusually 
large spending and give muni- 
cipalities more responsibility 
for collecting their own taxes. 

Mr. Sevig said the present 
system was unfairly weighted 
against fixed-wage earners, 
who contribute more than 45 
per cent of tax revenue, while 
accounting for only 15 per cent 
of the economy. 

In European countries, 
fixed- wage earners contribute 
about 15 per cent of the tax 
take, he added. . . ■ 

“To bring our taxing in line 
with the European Community 
(EC) and ensure a fairer tax 
burden, 14 laws will be 


He said foreign currency 
sales would no longer be liable 
for banking or insurance tax. 
“We are also looking to scrap 
all securities tax for the inves- 


tor, making the issuer pay.” 
Mr. Sevig said passage of the 


burden, 14 laws will be 
changed if the bill goes 
through,” be said. 

Tax on the Trrinimnm wage 
would be reduced to around 16 
per cent from 19 per cent. A- 
higher tax band would be in- 
troduced to deduct 55 per cent 
from annual ea rning s exceed- 
ing 2.4 billion lira(S177,000). 
Currently the highest levy is 50 
per cent on a nro ra f earnings 
higher than 516 million lira 
(538,000). 

Mr. Sevig said corporate tax 
would be lowered to 20 to 25 
per cent from 49.22 per cent to 
encourage firms to pay then- 
dues. 

“Corporations make up 90 
per cent of the economy, but 
corporate tax brings in a mere 
' seven per cent of tax revenue,” 
he said. “They simply don’t 


tax bill, which has not yet been 
approved by cabinet or parlia- 
ment, was vital but could not 
say if Ms. Ciller would be able 
to push it through this year. 

‘This country is either going 
to collect taxes or go bank- 
rupt,” he said. “The bill must 


get through parliament, but I 
cannot say if, or when, it will. 
We are waiting.” . 

He voiced doubt about 
whether it could succeed even 
when on the statute books be- 
cause tax-dodging was so deep- 
ly entrenched. 

“Here people will do any- 
thing to avoid tax and' if you 
pay your money (bribe), these 
things are ‘arranged' for you,” 
he said. “A major change in 
attitudes and a serious over- 
haul of the system is needed 
before any such reform can 
have a hope.” 


U.S. treasury sees 
gloomy prospects 


suaded that they would benefit 
from the sacrifices they were 


from the sacrifices they were 
being asked to make. 

The European Community 
ti ghtene d control of financial 
institutions Monday in order to 
prevent massive frauds such as 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Clinton a dminis tration issued a 
report Wednesday with a 
gloomy picture of global eco- 
nomic prospects and called on 
Japan and Germany to do 
more to end their current 
slump. 

The report by the Treasury 
Department said the United 
States, Canada and Britain 
were in firmly established re- 
covery but that prospects in 
Japan and continental Europe 
remained discouraging. 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen said the report under- 
scored the urgent need for 
Germany and other nations in 
Europe' to cut interest rates 
further and for Japan to fulfill 
pledges it made six months ago 
at the economic summit m 
Tokyo. 

Mr. Bentsen called mi all 
countries to meet a Dec. 15 
deadline for world trade talks 
under the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade. He said 
agreement would provide a cri- 
tical boost to global growth by 
opening new markets and en- 
couraging trade. 

President Clinton used 
America’s need for expanding 
markets as a central selling 
point for the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, which 
Congress approved last week. 
The treasury reprot noted that 
U.S. exports, which accounted 


for four per cent of the total 
U.S. economy in 1959, now 
account for 10 per cent. 

The report singled out China 
for criticism for its foreign ex- 
change rate policies. It said 
China was unfairly manipulat- 


China was unfairly manipulat- 
ing its currency to maintain a 
huge trade surplus with the 
United States. That surplus 
totalled $18 billion in the first 
eight months of this year, 
second only to the trade sur- 
plus Japan ran with the United 


When a country keeps the 
value of its currency low, its 
exports are encouraged be- 
cause they are cheap jn the 
importing countries. Imports 
into the cheap currency area 
are reduced because they cost 
so much. 

The treasury report also ex- 
pressed concern over currency 
restrictions by Taiwan ana 
South Korea and said they 
could hinder market forces. 
But it said it did not find that 
those two governments were 
now manipulating their curren- 
cies to gain an u nfair trade 
advantage. 

Economics Munster Chiang 
Fin-Rung was recently quoted 
as saying Taiwan wants to sign 
a free trade agreement with the 
United States following pas- 
sage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I only wanted some romantic hand- 
holding! 1 wasn't trying to arm wrestle 
you fpr the last pork chop!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Hand Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
aw letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


LARAT 


HOPNY 


TOWWOK 


m 


flynuk 


WHAT THE PIRATE 
TURN EC? CONSTRUC- 
TION! WORKER 
HAP TO PO, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


Answer here; 


(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday’s I JufTlb!BS; BIPED CIRCUS PICNIC 

I Answer Whai the beauty aid specialized in — 

UP SERVICE 


pay — we are decreasing the 
percentage to tty and make it 
more payable.” 

To prepare for customs un- 
ion with the EC, due to be 
completed in 1995, Turkey is 
to scrap tariffs on EC goods 
and apply EC tariffs to third 
countries next year. 

Biit Mr. Sevig suggested a 
new consumer tax to protect 
industiy from low-quality im- 
ports from Asia and cheaper 
European cars. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY NOVEMBER 25, 1993 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Rightef Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES? 

Getting down to earth with your 
mounting, expense factor will 
save you much heartache in the 
future. Any personal property 
that isn't paying its own way 
should be viewed In a hostile 
light. 


and make a point to sec this 
neison and make a plan whereby 


person and make a plan wtu 
you can increase financial 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
T hink in terms of your outside 
st an tin g now and do whatever 
you can to improve it as a benign 
influence is present to aid your 
reputation. 


LIBRA: (Sent ember 23 to Octo- 
ber 22} You ooze charm and 
pmgnatMan today and you would 
be wise to see e v e r yone possible 
who is a£4c to give you the push 
in the direction vital to your 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2QJ 
pm ring some extra comfort and 
charm in whatever your work or 
personal environment happens 
to be can life more efficient for 
you in the days ahead. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Let your attach- 
ment now know of your affection 
and being very romantic and 
understanding of your mare can 
bring the doscnes&.that meant, 
much to you. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) This is certainly 


GEMINI: (May 21 ro June 21) 
Many pleasures are available to 


you now and you merely have to 
reach out ana make them a pan 


of your recreation so seize and 
make them yours. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) So much more harmony 
is now possible beneath your 
own root if you make the least 
amount of effort to establish this 
worthwhile condition. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
T hink about what you can do to 


T hink about what you can do to 
advance your accord with those 
with whom you usually have con- 
tact in your everyday routines 
and you get splendid results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider what your best 
contact is in the money world 


-your day to stop concen t rat i ng so 
much on practical and materialis- 
tic matters and see and enjoy as 
many friends as are available. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Keep your attention 
today riveted upon how you. can 
best advance your worldly pre- 
stige and honour and buna up 
your present credit, civic rating, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Whatever you have 
in mind that will give you a better 
awareness and understanding of 
persons yon like have recently 
met is excellent today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider the many personali- 
ties you know and wfiat you can - 
do to bdw a more dow rela- 


tionship with them in the days 
ahead by knowing them better: 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer, Carroll Rigtiter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Avoid any temptation to go off 
on a tangent and wreck struc- 
tures that have been carefully 
erected. Reexamine the budget 
along with the intentions of those 
your m partnership with to see if 
your sup heading in the same 
direction. 


now stand a face lift for it Would 
improve both the value and the 
appearance and please the eyes 
very much as wen. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Consider well what you. 


want personally out of life now 
and eo after these desires with 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Sit down with any contacts and 
talk out with them what your 
joint desires are and see how wen 
you can harmonise and make 
them work for you all. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now you - catf a&T a considerable 
amount of operative skill as well 
as make your surra undines more 
as you wish by studying how to 
place articles better. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take a good look at your home 
and see what you can do to 

S tove the furnishings, utilities 
appliances etc necessary for 
good performance there. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you have some plea- 


and go after these desires with 
courage, character and convic- 
tion and you can obtain them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Now you would . 
be wise to think of ways to show 
more romantic interest in those - 
who are near and dear to yoy and 
especially to your own mate.:’.. 


SAGITTARIUS:'' (NovembfeK • 
to December 21) Arrangements, 
with other persons for jaunts or 1 
journeys can be effectuated by r 
getting to either and talking out a 
joint satisfactory plan. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Influential persons 
will be receptive to some pUm of 
action whereby both they and 
you can profit by letting your 
cooperative plans be known. 


sures in wind) you wish .to en- 
gage try to have them beneath .your 


own roof now and be sure you 
have them in good order. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Put 
a touch of extra goodwill and/or 
compliments into whatever com- 
munications you have to send out 
today and you make a much 
better impression to receivers. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Your possessions coukl 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Think about how 
you can meet the persons who. 
appeal to and attract yon but you 
do not yet know and get a mutual 
friend to introduce you. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out now to 
look over whatever promises yotr 
have made and be sure that you 
are keeping them in spirit as wett 
as in factual ways. 


i v \ - • 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Can partner 
5 Imprint 
10 Basics 

14 Yearn (lor) 

15 All worked up 
about 

ifl Fall heavily 
17 Author 
anonymously 

19 Feline sound 

20 Cross or Crown 

21 Equine aDment 

23 Actor Calhoun 

24 Place 

25 Demeans 
28 Spun 

30 Malefic 

51 Sandy shade 
32 Gei-up-ancJ-qo 
34 Basketball team 
3SChttcon — 

38 Brahma, Vishnu, 
and — 

37 Curve 

38 Shouldered 

39 Tactic 

40 Hordes 

42 Daisy type 

44 Quickness 

45 Schmooze 

46 Bandage 

43 Deficit 

52 Be idle 

53 Racer 

55 Ti maned 

56 Step 

57 Author Atm 
56 Solidifies 

59 Drenched 

60 Females 


and 


!■■■■ aRBBMaaal 


■iiaiiii 


‘ IBM Trttjn* Um SatMMl. Inc 
41Rv<tiR*Mn«> 


aaiw 


DOWN 

i Fisa and tea 


2 Repeat 

3 — En-ial 

4 Falcons 

5 Drainpipes 

6 Unger 

7 Opposed to. 
cowpoke style 

8 Encountered 

9 Renown 

10 Attraction 

11 Durham 
colfeguns 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved 

12 Mawkishly 

sentimental 
emenamment 

13 Nimble 
18 Odin's son 
22 "The Way 

We— - 

24 Porkers 

25 Siberian hyer 

26 Apparent 

27 Astringent 

28 Aquatic birds 

29 Piece of din 
gouged bye 
golf dub 

3i — m (crash a 
party) 

33 Yucatan native 

35 Struggles 

38 Faints like 
Pottack 1 * 

38 Nonsense 

41 Judges, at timea 

42 Poorty made . 

43 Arduous 47BWow '50 Departed 

Lewkoat ' 51 Remnants 

46 Trudge ' 49 Oriental nurse'. - 54 NBA player 


nnrnn rnnniu niiRf? 
ggun nonra nnmnn 
nnon nnnnnnnnnfj 
Hiannnn nnnnnan 

npinnn nnnn , 
nnnrjnanrt nnnnnri! 
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nnnn nnnnn nnnn, 
nnn nnnnn nnniw 
rasonnn □nnnnrnnr 
□nnrj nnnna 
nnnnnnm nnn.^nn 
nnncjannnnn 
nnnon nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nrono 
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Syria to raise capacity of gas plant 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria' 
plans to increase capacity • of 
the Jbeisa treatment plant in 
northeast Syria by 1.2 minion 
cubic metres per dav. Oil 
Minister Nadir Nabufei has 
stud, * 

He told Reuters the plant, 
which began operations in 1988 
to treat natural gas and associ- 
ated gas produced at oilfields 


in the Jbeisa area close to the 
Iraqi border, would increase its 
production to 2.9 million cubic 
metres per day from 1.7 mil- 
lion cubic metres. 

. Mr. Nabuisi said the expan- 
sion would also increase the 
amount of liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) produced to 70 ton- 
nes from 30 tonnes while the 
amount of condensate would 
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. U)NDON exchange rates 

LONDON (R1 — Following are the buying Mid selling rates for 


U.SL SLOO costs 


One oance of geld 


1.3289/99 
1.7015/25 
1.9096/06 
1.4925/35 
36.04/08 
5.8950/00 
1685.1/6.6 
■ 108.15/25 
8.3631/83 
7.3915/15 
6.7485/85 
SI .4885/95 
S376.0G376.50 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Banish crowns 


go up to 300 tonnes from 25 
tonnes. 

The minister said a $46 mil- 
lion contract has been signed 
with Romania's Industrial Ex- 
port Company to conduct the 
expansion which should be 
completed within 18 months. 

The Romanian company 
built an oil refinery in the 
Syrian port city of Tartous with 
a daily capacity of more than 
• 100,000 barrels. 

Syria, which currently pro- 
duces more than 580,0(X) bar- 
rels of oil per day. has proven 

f as reserves of more than 224.5 
illion cubic metres. 


Banks in Jordan are 


By Samir Sbafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Although li- 
cenced banks in Jordan were 
required to park only JD 3923 
million in total obligatory de- 
posits at the CentrafBaik of 
Jordan (CBJ) for September, 
die actual amount placed with 
the CBJ was JD 685 million. 

According to the CBJ’s 
Monthly Statistical Bulletin, 
the obligatory amount erf “de- 
mand'* deposits was JD 132.8 
million for that mootb, the 
actual amount the GBJ had 
was JD 192.9 million. The 


obligatory portion of “subject 
to notice” deposits totalled JD 
259.5 million, but what was 
actually parked at the CBJ was 
JD 492.1 million. 

A banking source told the 
Jordan Times that b anks were 
under no obligation to keep 
the JD 292.7 million of excess 
funds at the CBJ, but 
apparently they saw no better 
usage for the extra cash and 
placed it at the central bank 
where they earn an extremely 
low interest. 

At the end of August, the 
obligator deposits were JD 
376 3 million, but the actnal 


wash with cash 


amount the banks bad placed 
at the CBJ was JD 662.4 mil- 
lion. 

A staff member at the CBJ, ’ 
who requested anonymity, said 
that placing the excess liquidity 
at the central bank was howev- 
er more reasonable than 
pumping cash in the market, 
causing undesirable inflation- 
ary pressure. 

“Lending should benefit 
productive ventures and not 
just move money from one 
hand to another,” he stressed, 
noting thaf the CBJ was offer- 
ing certificates of deposit as a 
new venue for channelling the 


Construction boom in Jordan continues 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The boom in con- 
struction activities that started 
in 1991 continued throughout 
the first nine months of this 
year, and annual 1993 figures 
are expected to reflect this 
sector's contribution to the 
economic performance of the 
Kingdom. 

The September issue of the 
Statistical Bulletin of the Cen- 
tral Bank, of Jordan (CBJ) 
showed that nearly 13,000 li- 
cences for 3.112 million square 
metres of constructed area — 
residential and others — were 
issued daring the first nine 
months of this year. 

The figures compare with 
21,191 licences for a total area 
of 6,4% million square metres 


issued during the whole of 
•1992. 

. In the third quarter of 1993, 
the authorities issued 6,47 8 li- 
cences for 1.66 million square 
metres; 5,697 licences account- 
ing for 1,237 million square 
metres were issued for “solely 
residential” purposes. 

The figure’re fleeted the con- 
tinuing nigh demand ,for hous- 
ing as a result of the return of 
over 320,000 expatriates main- 
ly from Kuwait in the wake of 
the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

Another factor that 
accounted for increased activi- 
ties in the construction sector 
was a relaxed building regula- 
tion under which owners of 
three-storied buildings were 
allowed to build one more 
floor to cope with the demand 
for housing. 


The CBJ bulletin, which said 
its figures were based on data 
provided by the Association of 
Jordanian Engineers, also 
showed that construction acti- 
vities concentrated in the Am- 
man area, accounting for more 
than half, followed by Irbid, 
Zarqa and other areas in the 
order. 

Imports of building material 
and related goods also re- 
flected the continued high 
activity in the construction 
sector. 

The bulletin showed that 
Jordan imported iron and steel 
worth JD 100 million during 
the first eight months of this 
year compared with JD 133 
million for the whole of 1992. 

Imports of cement during 
the same period totalled JD 

734.000 compared with JD 

478.000 for the whole of 1992. 


Furniture imports totalled 
JD 2.71 million until the end of 
August 1993, compared with 
JD 2.7 milli on for the whole of 
last year. 

Engineers and officials say 
that toe boom in construction 
activities, although a one-time 
shot into the economy and not 
a real indicator of economic 
growth except in terms of high- 
er local production and em- 
ployment, is expected to con- 
tinue moderately during 1994. 

The fact that Jordan bas an 
average annual growth of four 
. per cent in population bas also 
to be taken into consideration 
while assessing toe figures in 
economic terms, they point 
out. 

Jordan’s current population 
is four million, compared with 
nearly three million in 1990. 


'high liquidity. 

Total deposits in the King- 
dom's b anks amounted to JD 
4957.9 million at the end of 
September, according to toe 
CBJ bulletin. 

Private sector deposits total- 
led JD 3,025 million, of which 
JD 1,733.9 were time deposits, 
JD 570.3 million savings and 
JD 720.8 million demand de- 
posits. 

Non-resident private sector 
deposits amounted to JD 

1.403.6 million, of which JD 

1.045.6 million were time de- 
posits, JD 116 million savings 
and JD 242 million demand 
deposits. 

Government deposits at the i 
end of September totalled JD 
83 million, of which JD 58.5 | 
million were time deposits 
while JD 24.4 million were 
demand deposits. 

Deposits of public entities 
were JD 440.6 million. of which.. 
JD 405 million were time. de- 
posits, JD 34.1 million demand 
deposits and JD 1.5 million 
savings. 

Total deposits of municipali- 
ties were JD 5.7 million. 

At the end of last year, the 
grand total of deposits with 
banks was JD 4,749.0 million. 

Deposits in foreign curren- 
cies with banks at the end of 
September totalled JD 1,868.7 
million. ^ 

The private sector had a total 
of JD 505*2 million, of which 


The noijsfgaident private 
setor had fnulim currency de- 


million were dme deposits, JD 
218.8 milling demand deposits 
and JD 112 6 million savings. 

At the end of last year, the 
grand total flf foreign currency 
deposits wm JD 1967.6 mil- 
lion. 


Mr. Akihiko Mitsui the G.M. 
Of Asia & Mideast of Isuzu 
motor car arrived from Japan 
on a business visit for 4 days, j 
He met during his visit Mr. 1 
Fayez A1 Faouri, toe chair- 
man & G.M. of Faouri Trad- 
ing Co. Isuzu dealer, in 
Jordan. 


Dr. Khalid Tawarab 

Dr. Khalid Tawarah, vice dean of the Faculty of Science at 
Yannouk University bas been promoted to the rank of 
professor of physical chemistry. 
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CHINESE 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
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Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
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. 6:30 - Midnight . 


1 /;< 1 1; I '■ <1.1 it;' i pw.'l 

RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


Chinese, Thai, Phltliplno, (ndonlsian & 

Malaysian specialities wewc a* 
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Take away is available 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
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Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 
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linton offers broader ties if 
I. Korea ends nuclear ambition 



WASHINGTON (Agencies) 

— President Bill Clinton says 
the United States is ready for a 
broad new relationship with 
North Korea if foe Co mmunist 
nation reopens talks with 
South Korea and allows out- 
side inspections of its suspect 
nuclear programme. 

"The aoor will be open," the 
president said Tuesday. 

Mr. Clinton said he was not 
eager to ask foe United Na- 
tions for economic sanctions 
'against North Korea in the 
event it continues stalling on 
nudear inspections. The admi- 
nistration has said sanctions 
are a viable option. 

Speaking after a White 
House meeting with South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young 
Sam, Mr. Clinton denied that 
he was shifting foe administra- 
tion’s approach to foe Korean 
□ad ear problem. 

North Korea insists that its 
nuclear programme is designed 
to produce electric power not 
weapons, but it has balked at 
permitting outside inspections. 

Mr. Qmton said he and Mr. 
Kim agreed to “re-examine 
our security approach" to 
North Korea, but only if foe 
North met two demands: Re- 
sume a dialogue with foe South 
and permit nudear inspections 
by the International Atomic 
energy Agency (IAEA). 

“I don't consider that 
weakening our position or 
changing it or rewarding 
aggression," Mr. Clinton said 
in response to a reporter’s 
question about his statement 
Monday that he planned to 
announce a new approach to 
the nudear problem. 

Both Mb'. Clinton and Mr. 
Kim used the same phrase to 
describe their approach to set- 
tling the North Korea nudear 
issue: “Thorough and broad” 

— an apparent reference to a 
willingness to offer incentives 
and rewards for North Korean 
behaviour. 


One possible reward could 
be U.S. diplomatic recognition 
of Pyongyang. But Mr. Clinton 
was vague about what North 
Korea could expect if it met 
the U.S. conditions. 

"In feet, what we want to do 
is to diminish the military ten- 
sions in foe area, but that has 
to begin by foe willingness on 
foe part of North Korea to 
allow the inspections and to 
resume foe dialogue,*' Mr. 
Clinton said. 

A senior administration offi- 
cial had said shortly before Mr. 
Clinton’s meeting with Mr. 
Kim that the United States was 
willing to foop foe 1994 joint 
U.S. -South Korean military 
exercise called Team Spirit if 
foe North met Mr. Clinton's 
demands. The official, who 
spoke on condition he not be 
identified, had said Washing- 
ton would reserve the right to 
revive Team Spirit later if talks 
faltered. 

The official said foe offer 
would be made directly to 
North Korean officials 
Wednesday in New York. Mr. 
Clinton made no mention of 
such a session. 

Asked about dropping Team 
Spirit, Mr. Clinton denied 
there had been any decision. 

"That is something that 
would have to be decided by 
both of us at a later date, 
depending on what would be 
done or not done by North 
Korea. We’ve made no deci- 
sion on that and no commit- 
ment on that, and we couldn't 
now/’ Mr. Clinton said. 

North Korea considers 
Team Spirit a provocative 
dress rehearsal for a U.S. milit- 
ary invasion. 

An ad minis tration official 

who briefed reporters on con- 
dition he not be identified said 
the administration feels a sense 
of urgency in settling the nuc- 
lear issue because North 
Korea's compliance with inter- 


national safeguards is eroding. 

‘Time is not on our side,” 
foe official said. ‘This is a 
matter of. increasing urgency.” 

As a party to foe nudear 
non-proliferation treaty. North 
Korea is obligated to forswear 
development of nuclear 
weapons and to permit interna- 
tional inspections of its facili- 
ties. North Korea contends foe 
inspections violate its 
sovereignty and are part of a 
contrived U.S.-led campaign. 

Mr. Clinton made no explicit 
mention of a new round of 
direct high-level talks with the 
North Koreans. Two such ses- 
sions were held last summer, 
but a third scheduled for 
September was canceled by foe 
United States after North 
Korea refused to allow interna- 
tional inspectors full access to 
its declared nudear sites. 

Mr. Clinton also said 
Washington and Seoul are 
"concerned by North Korea’s 
concentration of forces near 
foe demilitarised zone" that 
has separated foe North and 
South at foe 38th parallel since 
the end of the Korean War in 
July 1953. 

Mr. Clinton dad not elabo- 
rate on that point, but U.S. 
and South Korean offidals 
have said before that they are 
troubled by the feet that about 
70 per cent of North Korea’s 

1.1 milli on-man military force 

is near foe zone. The bulk of 
South Korea’s 650,000 aimed 
forces also are near the border. 

Hie United States has about 
36,000 troops stationed in 
South Korea. 

Meanwhile the Pentagon 
said Tuesday the United States 
plans to sell 317 air-to-air mis- 
siles to South Korea for $169 
milli on to help bolster Seoul's 
defence capability. 

Hie announcement that 
Seoul bad sought the addition- 
al aims for its warplanes, in- 
cluding 190 advanced 
AMRAAM missiles, came af- 



ter President Clinton and Mr. 
Kim Ynung-Sam held talks in 
Washington. 

In addition to the advanced 
medium-range air-to-air mis- 
siles (AMRAAM), which can 
be fired at enemy warplanes 
from over 30 miles (45 km) 
away with deadly accuracy, foe 
package would indude 127 
shorter range Maverick air-to- 
air missiles, foe Pentagon said. 

A senior Sontb Korean 
military strategist dismissed as 
absurd a Newsweek story quot- 
ing classified U.S. reports that 
North Korea could win a 
ground war against foe South 
and occupy Seoul in one or two 
weeks. 

The U.S. weekly magazine 
quoted U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment intelligence reports as 
saying North Korea’s array of 
forces and strategic doctrine — 
coupled with foe failure of foe 
joint U.S.-South Korea Com- 
mand to respond — have cre- 
ated an opportunity for foe 
North to launch a quick, mas- 
sive strike across the demilita- 
rised zone. 

Newsweek quoted, a Penta- 
gon source as saying recent 
computer simulations showed 
“foe South’s defences collaps- 
ing so fast foe hair stood up on 
the backs of our necks as we 
watched.” 

“Given the security mea- 
sures between South Korea 
and foe United States... foe 
predictions in foe report are 
not correct, they are absurd 
and unreasonable," Kim Su- 
Hyun, a lieutenant colonel in 
foe Joint Chief of S taffs Milit- 
ary Strategy Department, said 
in a statement. 

“Oar own war games show 
positive results,” Col. Kim 
said. 

"Newsweek's report is 
groundless and its evidence in- 
sufficient,” said foe statement 
issued by the Defence 
Ministry. 


Mandela: Right could destabilise S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Nelson Mandela warned South 
Africa’s blade anti-apartheid 
movements Wednesday that 
the right wing posed a serious 
threat to stabuity and hadto be 
isolated. 

“There are formations in the 
extreme right, and here I in- 
dude both white and black, 
who cannot face the test of the 
doctorate,” Mr. Mandela told 
a meeting of the Patriotic 
Front, a loose alliance of his 
African National Congress, the 
radical Pan Africanist Con- 
gress and smaller groups. 1 


turn,” Mr. Mandela told the 
meeting in the Kwandebele 
black homeland northeast of 
Pretoria. 

“We must find foe correct 
political answers which will 
leave them as an isolated tiny 
minority,” said Mr. Mandela, 
who held talks Tuesday with 
white right-wing leaders 
General COnstand VHjoen and 
Fenfi Hartzenberg. Gen. Vil- 
joen, addressing a meeting of 
farmers in the conservative 
town of Potchefstroom in the 
western Transvaal, said he had 


told Mr. Mandela that foe 
mood of Afrikaners was be- 
coming explosive. 

"Afrikaners want to live in 
peace with blacks but in terms 
of Afrikaner People’s Front 
(AVF) policy," Gen. Vfijoen 
said, referring to the right-wing 
umbrella group which he 
heads. 

He said he had told Mr. 
Mandela Sonth Africa’s post- 
apartheid constitution should 
keep Afrikaners and the ANC 
apart to avert conflict. 

He repeated his prediction 
that joint ANC control of the 
security forces, due to take 
effect with foe installation of a 
Transitional Executive Council 
next month, would create 
“great problems." 

Gen. Vilioen, former chief 
of the South African Defence 
Force, has said many officers 
will refuse to take orders from 
the ANC. 

Mr. Mandela, speaking in 
radio call-in programme Tues- 
day night, said his meeting 
with Mr. Hartzenberg and 
Gen. Viljoen had "broken foe 
ice.” 

“Wei look forward to a 
period of intensive discus- 
sion,” he said. 


Meanwhile Jan Egeland, 
state secretary at foe Norwe- 
gian Foreign Ministry, discus- 
sed South Africa’s post-apar- 
theid democracy ymh .ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela and 
Zulu-based Inkatha leader 
Mangosuthn Bufoelezi Tues- 
day during a visit to South 


“Tell Mandela that TD meet 
him anytime,” Mr. Bufoelezi 
told Mr. Egeland, according to 
foe daily Verdens Gang. 

After separate talks with 
Mr. Mandela, Mr. Egeland 
was quoted as saying: "Mande- 
la told me that be would like to 
go to foe Zulu capital Ulundi 
tor talks with the Inkatha 
leader.” 

South Africa’s first all-race 
elections on April 27 are ex- 
pected to put Nelson Mande- 
la's black majority into parlia- 
ment. But conservatives in- 
cluding Inkatha and white 
separatists have formed a Free- 
dom Alliance to oppose foe 
election. 

Mr. Bufoelezi has warned 
that Zulus, South Africa’s big- 
gest ethnic group, and their 
allies could unleash a aril war 
if foe government and foe 
ANC ignored their wishes for a 


post-apartheid federation of 
self-government states. 

“Our aim, to foe extent that 
this is possible, is to influence 
Inkatha to . resume the peace 
process,” Norwegian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Ingvard 
Havnen told Reuters. 

The Security Council wel- 
comed Tuesday foe successful 
completion of agreements on 
an interim South African con- 
stitution and electoral bill and 
urged all parties to respect the 
accords. 

“These agreements consti- 
tute a histone step forward in 
establishing a democratic, non- 
rarial and united Sonth Afri- 
ca," a statement read at a brief 
Council meeting said. 

Hie Council said it looked 
forward to elections scheduled 
for next April and urged "all 
parties in South Africa, includ- 
ing those which did not partici- 
pate fully in foe multi-party 
talks, to respect agreements 
reached during the negotia- 
tions, to recommit themselves 
to democratic principles, to 
take part in foe elections and 
to resolve outstanding issues 


This was directed at groups, 
such as foe Freedom Alliance. 


Italian premier tries to rescue budget Russian 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, his gov- 
ernment in tatters after last 
weekend's Italian local elec- 
tions, struggled Wednesday to 
salvage his all-important 1994 
budget from the wreckage. 

The former central banker 
was meeting party leaders 
across foe political spectrum to 
make sure the bill won final 
parliamentary approval by the 
end of December, his office 
said. 

Passage of the unpopular bill 


is an unswerving priority for 
Mr. Ciaxnpi who has said he 
will not recommend calling a 
general election until it becom- 
es law. 

Last Sunday’s elections shot 
away what little credibility his 
scandal-tainted coalition part- 
ners retained and reduced 
them to a mere IS per cent of 
the vote. 

Fears that such a sweeping 
rejection might hinder passage 
of the budget helped unnerve 
financial markets Tuesday, 
sending the lira to a record low 


of 1005.25 against foe German 
mark. 

The lira recovered to around 
992 Wednesday morning while 
bonds and shares in Milan also 
finned but dealers said the 
mood remained nervous. 

Sentiment has not been 
helped by clear signs that Mr. 
Ciampi's main backers, the 
Christian Democrats (DC), are 
divided on whether to support 
the budget, which has been 
passed by the Senate but still 
needs approval by foe Cham- 
ber of Deputies. 
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campaign 
gives mixed 
broadcast 
diet 

MOSCOW (R) — Russians 
Tuesday sat through a second 
dose of party political broad- 
casts in the country's election 
campaign, getting a diet of pop 
music, appeals to vote ana 
statements averring life has 
already become much better. 

"Two years ago people had 
to rush to Moscow to buy basic 
goods, they suffered from 
rationing system, but this is no 
longer the case,” said Yegor 
Gaidar, the reformist minister 
who spearheaded President 
Boris Yeltsin’s market reforms 
in 1992. 

Mr. Gaidar's bloc, called 
Russia's Choice, includes 
many key ministers and is de- 
termined to press ahead with 
reforms. 

Under Russia's complicated 
rules dividing up foe airtime, 
parties are allocated several 
30-minute slots of prime-time 
television. 

The first free party political 
television broadcasts for foe 13 
registered parties went out 
Monday evening and are due 
to continue up to the eve of 
polling day on Dec. 12. 

Russia's Choice and other 
two reformist blocs have cut a 
deal to increase their exposure, 
dividing their broadcasting 
time imo 20 minute chunks. 


. . ; : . • . ■ . 

The corpse of 11 -year-old Srdjan Ratkovic lies in foe quarters in Sarajevo by a mortar shell fired from 
Sarajevo mosque. Srdjan, a Serb, and two other Serbian positions above foe Bosnian capital (AFP 
children were killed playing near the U.N. head- photo) 

U.N. aid convoy rolls through Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — A U.N. 
winter aid convoy started for 
foe Muslim stronghold of Zeni- 
ca Wednesday to test the 
reopened main road for relief 
supplies through Croat terri- 
tory to centralBosnia. 

Two other U.N. aid convoys 
set out from Belgrade for the 
Muslim towns of Tuzla and 
Srebrenica, which are sur- 
rounded by Bosnian Serb 
forces. These convoys were 
among four turned back by 
Bosnian Serbs Tuesday, anger- 
foo U.N. officials. 

The Zenica convoy passes 
along the mountain road 
closed after the killing of a 
Danish driver during fighting 
between Muslims and Croats a 
month ago, leaving hundreds 
of thousands of victims of Bos- 
nia’s civil war without outside 
aid. 

The convoy moved at crack 
of dawn from Croat-held 
Tomislavgrad after the Bos- 
nian Croat commander. 
General Ante Rosso, gave 
assurances it would be allowed 
through. 

The convoy must pass Gorn- 
. ji Vakuf, where heavy Muslim- 
Croat fighting was' reported 
overnight ana U.N. sources 
feared the hungry population 
might storm the trucks. 

The warring sides in foe con- 
flict .agreed last week to 
guarantee safe passage ; to ajd 
convoys, but they remained 
stalled until foe U.N. were 


assured local commanders 
would obey orders by their 
superiors. 

"I hope we make it to Tuzla 
this time, we were turned back 
three times (on Tuesday)," Sil- 
ver Seldum of foe U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
told Reuters televirion. 

Serbs say fighting and lack of 
ftiei to dear snowbound roads 
prevented the convoys {P Tuzla 
and other towns from getting 
through Tuesday. 

A convoy reached the south- 
ern dty of Mostar Tuesday to 
deliver the first U.N. aid to foe 
town in a month. The U.N. 
had said the 55,000 civilians 
trapped in the Muslim eastern 
part of the town were in a 
desperate situation, "begging 
for food." 

On the political front, Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic urged the United Na- 
tions to suspend sanctions 
against Yugoslavia while peace 
in Bosnia was negotiated and 
to lift them completely when it 
was signed. 

The sanctions were imposed 
on Yugoslavia for helping Bos- 
nian Serbs take control of ab- 
out 70 per cent of foe former 
Yugoslav republic during foe 
civil war that followed its 
secession in 1992. 

Serbs account for 33 per cent 
of foe population while Mus- 
lims make up 44 per cent, with 
Croats accounting for foe rest. 

Karadzic told the Bosnian 


Serb News Agency (SRNA): 
"We must not rely only on 
hints to suspend sanctions. If 
the international community 
wishes talks to succeed, it must 
suspend sanctions now and 
allow the Serb side to be fully 
equal in the talks." 

The European Community, 
which has agreed to ease the 
sanctions against Serbia if 
Muslims are given more land, 
called a meeting of the warring 
parties in Geneva Monday to 
.relaunch the peace process. 

The presidents of Croatia, 
Serbia and Montenegro are 
due to attend foe meeting. 

The peace process stalled in 
September when the mainly 
Muslim Bosnian parliament re- 
jected a package dividing Bos- 
nia into three ethnic states. 
They demanded more land 
from the Serbs. 

Mr. Karadzic said that if 
sanctions were suspended be- 
fore the talks, Bosnian Serbs 


India, Pakistan to resume talks 


NEW DELHI (R) — Old ene- 
mies India and Pakistan said 
Wednesday they would start 
talks on unravelling deeply 
emotional differences, includ- 
ingdivided Kashmir, on Jan. 

They said in a joint state- 
ment Foreign Secretaries Sha- 
haiyar Khan of Pakistan and 
India Mani Dixit, their top 
ranked diplomats, would meet 
in Islamabad for three days. 

It will be their first substan- 
tia] meeting since August 1992 
and foe first time there will be 
comprehensive talks on Indi- 
an-ruled Kashmir since a revolt 
against Delhi erupted there 
four years ago. 

The road to the new talks 
was rocky, reflecting the na- 
ture of the relations between 
two countries which have 
fought three wars, two of them 
over Kashmir, since independ- 
ence from Britain in 1947. 

The wars left India holding 
two-thirds of the Himalayan 
region as Jammu and Kashmir , 
foe predominantly Hindu na- 
tion’s only Muslim-majority 
state. 

Pakistan controls the rest. 


Both claim it all and the fester- 
ing issue has undermined all 
previous attempts at estab- 
lishing normal ties. 

This time, however, there 
were hopes of progress, 
although no one expects it to 
be rapid, analysts and diplo- 
mats said. 

Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao offered the 
talks in a letter of congratula- 
tion to Benazir Bhutto last 
month when she won elections 
and became Pakistani prime 
minister for foe second time, 
she accepted. 

Then the Indian army laid 
siege to Kashmir's holiest Mus- 
lim shrine in Srinagar, Jammu- 
and Kashmir's summer capital 
and the centre of a revolt 
which police and hospital 
sources say has claimed more 
than 13,000 lives. 

India justified the siege, 
which trapped about 80 armed 
militants and pilgrims, by 
saying it moved to thwart a 
Pakistani plot to steal what 
Kashmiris believe to be a hair 
of foe Prophet Mohammad's 
beard housed in the shrine. 


The last time it disappeared, 
in 1963, there was major vio- 
lence in the Kashmir Valley 
that ended only when the 
sacred relic mysteriously reap- 
peared. 

Pakistan denied foe Indian 
charges and countered with a 
propaganda accusing India of 
sacrilege. It refused to discuss 
setting a date for talks until foe 
siege was over. 

ft ended peacefully last week 
after a month. 

That was only the latest 
angry exchange between two 
countries which have rarely 
had better than bad relations 
since British India was parti- 
tioned. creating the two na- 
tions in 1947. up to one mil- 
lion people were killed in the 
division. 

Apparent progress towards 
better relations in 1989, when 
Ms. Bhutto was prime minister 
and got along well with her 
Indian counterpart, the later 
assassinated Rajiv Gandhi, 
halted abruptly with the Erup- 
tion of the Kashmir revolt. 

India accused Pakistan of 
fomenting and fuelling it, 
charges Islamabad denies 


U.K. seizes huge arms shipment for N. Ireland 


MIDDLESBROUGH, Eng- 
land (R) — British customs 
Wednesday announced a re- 
cord arms seizure after officers 
intercepted shipment of 
weapons on its way from Po- 
land to Protestant extremists in 
Northern Ireland. 

The Protestant ghngs, which 
oppose the nationalist Irish 
Republican Army, have step- 
pea up their attacks since an 
IRA bomb tore through a fish 
shop in Belfast on Oct. 23, 
killing 10 people, including foe 
bomber. 

The shipment, seized at 
Teesport on England's North 
Sea coast, contained more than 
300 assault rifles, pistols, two 
tonnes of explosives, detona- 
tors, grenades and thousands 
of rounds of ammunition. 

No arrests were announced. 

“It is foe largest ever seizure 
of arms,” a customs spokes- 
man told Reuters. “It was from 
Poland and bound for East 
Belfast, the Protestant side.*’ 

The seizure reinforced 
police fears that Protestant 
gangs, which mainly use auto- 
matic weapons for their kill- 
ings, are determined to manu- 
facture bombs as lethal as the 
IRA, which is fighting to end 
British rule in Northern Ire- 
land. 

"It’s a damn good job they 


got it (foe arms shipment) be- 
fore it got to Northern Ire- 
land,” said William Ross, Uls- 
ter Unionist member of Bri- 
tain’s parliament for London- 
derry East. Unionists want 
Northern Ireland to remain 
part of Britain. 

Mr. Ross added: “It shows 
the government how accurate 
foe Unionists’ warnings have 
been that there is great insta- 
bility in foe community and 
people are turning to terrorist 
organisations, something 
which we deplore absolutely. 

The arms cache was found 
early Wednesday among cera- 
mic tiles and pots in a contain- 
er aboard foe Polish-registered 
MV Inowroclav, a cargo ship 
which had sailed from foe Pof- 
ishport of Gdynia. 

Firebrand Northern Irish 
Protestant politician Ian Pais- 
ley Wednesday accused the Ir- 


ish government of working for 
foe breakup of foe British pro- 
vince. 

“The stability of foe whole 
country has been shaken to its 
very foundations by some of 
foe proposals that Dublin is 
making,” Mr. Paisley said on 
the eve of talks with British 
Prime Minister John Major on 
peace moves in conflict-weary 
Northern Ireland. J 

Mr. Paisley, who fervently 


wants to maintain Northern 
Ireland]s links with Britain, 
told British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Radio: "We fear that 
the structures that will be 
brought into being will be 
structures that piecemeal will 
take us into an all-Ireland 
situation." 

"They are setting up struc- 
tures to destroy the onion (of 
Britain and Northern Ire- 
land),” he said. 

Mr. Major’s peace initiative 
to end one of the world’s 
tongest-ninning guerrilla con- 
fects was dealt a body blow on 
Tuesday night when moderate 
unionist James Molyneaux cal- 
led it a dangerous approach 
that could aggravate the crisis. 

In theprovince where more 
than 3,000 people .have been 
killed m the Insh Republican 
Army fight to oust Britain, Mr. 
Molyneaux said Mr. Major's 
close co-operation with Dublin 
had sown suspicion among foe 
one- million-strong Protestant 
majority. 

* “London and Dublin must 
very carefully weigh both their 
words and actions if a crisis is 
to be avoided,” Mr. 
Molyneaux said, calling Ire- 
land merely “ a conduit’’ for 
talks with Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams, leader of the 
IRA s political wing. 


Man survives 
300 metre plunge 

ERIE. Colorado (AFP) - A 
man survived a 300-mctre 
(950-foot) plunge from the top 
of a tower into a field after his 
parachute failed to open. Alf 
Humphries. 49, suffered se- 
vere spinal injuries when he hit 
the ground after attempting to 
parachute from a communica- 
tions tower Sunday. It is not 
known why his chute failed. 
Humphries belongs to a 
daredevil parachuting group 
called BASE, an acronym for 
Buildings, Antennas, Spans 
and Earth — foe group’s 
favourite launch pads for their 
jumps. Friends said Hum- 


phries had parachuted for 20 
years and nad been m the 
5 , 000 -member base for three. 


me raucs, Bosnian acn» i kept 
were prepared to go further in c hfld 
meeting Muslim demands. 1 the 
"We propose that Sarajevo 
be divided into two cities and 
that we forget talks about per- 
centages, and see what both we 
and the Croats can do to en- 
sure the Muslims a viable state, 
one which can survive.” Mr. 

Karadzic said. 

Croats hold about 10 per 
cent of Bosnian territory and 
the landlocked Muslims, have 
demanded the Croats give 
them access to the sea. 


Nurse’s aide 
knew of 1978 
baby swap 

TAMPA, Fla. (AFP) — A 
doctor gave foe order to switch 
Kimberly Mays with another 
baby at a hospi t al neatly JLS yon 
ago, a former nurse’s aide 
cl aime d in an unusual twist to 
the controversial case. Patsy 
Webb, 60. said Tuesday she 
worked at Hardee Memorial 
Hospital in Wauchula in De- 
cember 1978 when Regina 
Twigg and Barbara Mays gave 
birtnto baby girls within days 
of each other. Ms. Webb's 
account could not be indepen- 
dently verified. “She was 




physicians to switch the Twiggs 
and Mays babies but she re- 
fused," Ms. Webb said in a 
statement issued by her attor- 
neys in Bartow, “upon arrival 
at work the next day she' 
immediately saw the infants 
had been switched. She was 
informed that if she said any- 
thing about the babies being 


I a 'iirwiViH -M it '< 


mediately terminated from her 
employment at the hospital.” 
The statement said Ms. Webb 
kept quiet because her own 
child was sick with leukemia at 
foe time and she wanted to 
keen her health insurance. Ms. 


out now because her health is 
failing from an unidentified ill- 
ness and she has a "desire to 
make the truth known.” Attor- 
neys for Ms. Webb provided 
no corroborating evidence, 
and refused to provide a mo- 
tive or comment beyond the 
statement. • 1 

Clinton’s daughter 
to perform in 
Christmas ballet 

WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Chelsea Clinton, the presi- 
dent’s 13-year-old daughter, 
will perform next month in the 
Washington Ballet's produo-' 
tion of the Christmas 
favourite. Peter Ilyitch 
Tschaikovsky’s suite The Nut- 
cracker. She is one of four 
students at the Washington 
School of Ballet who will snare 
the role of favourite aunt in 18 
performances- at the Warner 
Theatre in Washington. The 
company will not say which of 
foe 18tn she will appear in, 
from Dec. 10 to Dec. 26. She 
performed in the ballet last 
Christmas in Arkansas, shortly 
after her father was electee, 
and has been taking ballet les- 
sons for years. She started tak- 
ing classes at the Washington 
School of Ballet in September. 
The school will not divulge 
what level class she is enrolled 
in. The Nutcracker runs at foe 
Warner for 18 performances, 
from Dec. 10 through Dec. 26. 

Impersonators 
fail test in 
a big way 

NEW YORK (R) — While 
most students dream about 
having someone else take tbeir 
SAT fests, federal authorities 
filed charges against two peo- 
ple who were paid $5,000 to 
make those dreams a reality.' 
The two, Jin Hyung Park and 
Wane Gi Jang, operated foe 
Total Test Centre in Manhat- 
tan foat allegedly had foe sole 
purpose of providing imposters 
who could score well on col- 
lege preparation and other 
similar exams. The two Korean 
nationals were arrested Satur- 
day and charged with one 
federal count of conspiracy to 
defraud. Authorities said they 
arranged for imposters to take 
college tests including the 
scholastic assessment test 
(SAT), Graduate Record 
Exam and the test of English as 
a Foreign Language. All foe 
exams are administered by the 
Educational Testing Service of 
Princeton, New Jersey, which 
had begun foe investigation 
last February. David Johnston, 
head of security for foe testing 
group, said that the English as 
a Foreign Language exam was 
the most popular among stu- 
dents using the bogus testing 
centre. He said they usually 
paid $4,000 to 5,000 to have 
the impersonator show up and 
take the exam. Although foe 
payment could range up to 
$40,000 for foe Certified Public 
Accountant Exam. 
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out for rest of the season 


Matco Von Basten 


MILAN (AP) — A slow-heal- 
ing ankle injury may keep 
Marco Van Basten, star striker 
of AC Milan and the Dutch 
national team, on the sidelines 
for the rest of the season, 
doctors say. 

AC Milan Doctor Rodolfo 
Tavana told Italian television 
Tuesday evening that new ex- 
aminations of Van Basten's 
twice-operated right ankle 
showed unsatisfactory results 
and the player will be idled 
for the next three months. 

Previous reports bad indi- 
cated that Van Basten could 
return to action in December. 

While strongly denying that 
Van Basten's career may be 
over. Dr. Tavana suggested 
the Dutch star is likely to be 
sidelined for the rest of the 
season, also missing the 1994 
World Cup in the United 
States. 

. The Netherlands is among 
the teams which qualified for 
the final round or next year’s 
World Cup. 

The Dutch striker, a three- 
time Best European Player of 
the Year, injured his right ank- 
le in December 1992, played a 
few games in May and was 
sidelined again by recurring 
ankle pains which required a 
second surgery. 

AC Milan, which is in the 
running for its third consecu- 
tive Italian League title and a 
fifth Champions Cup this sea- 


son, bad been hoping for Van 
Basten to return and boost 
both its offense and its 
chances. 

Despite fielding such stars as 
Jean Pierre Papin, Brian Laud- 
nip and Zvonimir Boban, 
Milan’s offense has been less 
than impressive this season. 

Considered one of the best 
world strikers ever, Van Bas- 
ten is the only Dutch player 
left on AC Milan lineup fol- 
lowing the departure of Ruud 
Gullit and Frank Rijkaard. 

Van Basten's contract with 
the Milan club, granting him 
about SI. 5 million a year, ex- 
pires in 1996. 

Dr. Tavana reported Van 
Basten’s condition to tbe tele- 
vision network Italia Uno after 
the player was examined in a 
Belgian clinic at Antwerp. 

The doctor’s report was not 
the only bad news of the day 
for tbe Milan powerhouse. 

Montenegrin midfielder De- 
jan Savicevic refused to travel 
with tbe Milan team to Bel- 
gium for a Champions League 
match against Anderlecht be- 
cause he was not guaranteed a 
place in the starting 11. 

Milan officials were ex- 
pected to take disciplinary ac- 
'tion against the unpredictable 
Montenegrin player, who has 
been on and off the team this 
season following mixed per- 
formances. 


U.S. Officials: Moroccan team will thrill America 


By Eric Green 

USIA 

WASHINGTON — A senior U.S. soccer official savs Moroc- 
co’s team in the 1994 World Cup of soccer will “capture the 
imagination of the American people." - 
Sunil Gulati, the senior vice president and chief internation- 
al officer of the U.S. Soccer Federation who helped bring the 
World Cup to the United States for the first time, says he is 
Kri very impressed by Morocco’s style of play, which may enable it 
r- to spring a few upsets over higher-ranked opponents. 
Gulatn said he was also impressed by Morocco’s “must- 
win” victory over Zambia, which enabled it to qualify for the 
World Cup. 3 

Answering question oh a U.S. Information Agency Telecon- 


n 

halif 


ference with a group of 75 journalists in Casablanca. Gulati 
said that whether the United States or Morocco could win the 
World Cup is highly problematic. 

“That certainly is the goal of eveiy team,” Gulati said. “But 
realistically the U.S. goals are a little more pragmatic... to get 
through the second round and have the U.S. population redly 
get behind the team. To make it through to the (final eight 
teams) would be a great achievement. He said the same 
applies to Morocco, because like the United States, the 
Moroccans are relative newcomers to the game of soccer, as 
compared to traditional powet&iu EuropenndSouth America. 

Gulati said the United States, as host, looks upon the World 
Cup “as a treasure that we’re borrowing from the rest of the 
world for 30 days next year.” 

The host role also automatically qualified the United States 
for the tournament. Germany also automatically qualified, as 
the defending champion. _ 

From the North Africa-Near East region, Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia will join 22 other nations in soccer’s world 
championship from next June 17 to July 17 in nine U.S. cities. 

Gulati, wbo also is senior vice president and chief interna- 
tional officer of World Cup USA 1994, said a successful World 
Cup does uot depend on the U.S. team doing well in the 


tournament — although he agreed that it wouldn't hurt. He 
said a good showing by the U.S. team “will add to spectator 
enthusiasm and interest" from U.S. media. 

Gulati admitted that soccer aficionados worldwide ques- 
tioned why the United States, not known as a hotbed of 
soccer, was awarded the 1994 World Cup over other bidders 
for the event, including Morocco. Gulati said the United 
States has already answered a number of questions about 
whether it can stage a successful World Cup. He said that on 
the major question — whether anyone will go to the 
tournament — the simple answer is: Most tickets are already 
sold out. 

On another question — logistics — he said the United States 
showed it could stage an international soccer tournament 
based on its successful running of the U.S. Cup “93 held earlier 
this year. That tournament, he said, certainly promotes 
confidence that “we can handle security matters, press 
accreditations, and so forth.” 

“pie United States," he said, “has terrific hotels, great 
stadiums, and (good) transportation facilities. We have a 
number of attractions outside of soccer which will allow people 
to see some of the other treasures tbe United States has within 
its borders." 

Gulati said questions concerning media coverage have also 
been answered, with two major U.S. television networks 
signing deal to cover the- 52-game tournament.- This- year, 
Gulati pointed out, press and television coverage for U.S. Cup 
“93 was “phenomenal," with the U.S. team’s victory over 
England making the front page of the New York Times. 

Gulati acknowledged that according to public opinion polls, 
only 13 per cent of the American public is aware that the 
World Cup is it be played in the United States. The number, 
Gulati predicted, will dramatically increase in the next year. 

“I could be a politician and say I never believe the polls — 
unless they show I'm ahead," Giilati said with a chuckle. “‘The 
buildup will Start after the first of the year when we know 
where the 24 teams are playing. The United States will 
respond in a very big way to tbe World Cup," he said. 


Compagnoni bids to exploiUocal knowledge 
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SOME (R) — Italy’s Olympic 
gold medallist Deborah Com- 
pagnoni seeks to make home 
advantage count when the 
women's World Cup alpine ski 
season gees into full swing with 
three races this weekend. 

The white circus comes to 


Corapagnoni’s home village of 
Santa Caterina Valfurva in 
northern Italy with two giant 
slaloms plus a slalom to be 
staged between Friday and 
Sunday. 

The 23-year-old Italian has 
yet to recapture peak form 
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GOING TO EXTREMES 
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Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
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SOUTH 
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The bidding: 

Fail South West North 

1 • 14- Pass 2 * 

3 4 44: Pms Pass 


Opening lend; Ten of • 

The dofradetx nr* «t a inemen- 
dnu* diudroitsgr in the play of the 
hand. I 'nliis declarer, who baa all of 
hie aide Vi in night, each de- 

fender. sees Mb' hu own hand and 
tbe raids in dummy. Thai makes it 
Mparauve that thr defenders um* 
wisely' to help one another 
find the host dfefaue. Consider this 
dm] from* team game. 

All roadstead Rome. Whether 

South »J«s»4ie«erc»Qonei»p*deiw 
nutke-* -takeout- double of Bart's 
tiw- heart opening. North-South 


should land in fuur spades. Both 
teams easily reached the spade 
game, and at both tables West 
attacked with the ten of hearts. 
Both Easts won the first two tricks 
and continued with a high heart to 
tbe third trick. 

Here, the play of the two defend- 
“ern in Ihe West seals diverged dras- 
tically. One West signalled 
vigorously with the ten of diamonds. 
East dutifully abifted to a diamond. 
Declarer rose with the ace. drew 
trumps and then took three rounds 
of dubs, discarding the queen of 
diamonds on the last. Making four- 
odd. 

At the other table West realized 
that, while the king of diamonds was 
possibly a trick, the queen of spades 
was aureh- one a* km* as partner led 
a fourth heart. So West made the 
drama lie discard of the king of dia- 
monds on the thud heart! 

East was not too startled to work 
nut thiiL had WeM wanted a dia- 
mond shift, a high diamond would 
have been a sufficient signal. The 
king of diamonds was such an un- 
usual discard it could only mean 
that partner did not want a shift to 
either minor. So East continued 
with a fourth heart and, whether 
declarer elected to mfT high, low or 
not at all. tbe queen of trumps was 
promoted to the selling trick. 


after a bitter-sweet 1992 Olym- 
pics when she won gold in the 
super-G only to rip knee liga- 
ments 24 hours later. 

She foiled to complete the 
first leg when reigning overall 
World Cup cfaampion Anita 
Wachter won the season-open- 
ing giant slalom in Soelden. 
Austria, four weeks ago. 

“It’s disappointing when you 
ski out but it’s not happened 
since in training, even in the 
slalom,” Compagnoni said by 
telephone from Santa 
Caterina. 

Seemingly jinxed by injury, 
she had to strip a couple of days 
training last week after an 
overtight ski boot caused an 
inflammation of the heel. 

“The pain has not gone but 
it’s a lot easier now," said the 
Italian, wbo remains optimistic 
about chalking up only the 
third World Cup win of her 
career. 

“If I say a little prayer then 


at least one of these three races 
should go well," said Compag- 
noni, seeking to better the 
second place she took behind 
Swiss veteran Vreni Schneider 
when Santa Caterina last 
hosted a giant slalom in 1991. 

Schneider, who has posted a 
record 20 World cup wins in 
the discipline, will want to 
mark her 29 birthday Friday 
with yet another success. 

Now dogged by chronic back 
trouble, the Swiss notched up 
her first ever World Cup vic- 
tory here back in 1984. 

The Italian resort has step- 
ped in to stage a giant slalom to 
replace a race postponed ear- 
lier this month because of a 
lack of snow in the Swiss resort 
of Veysonnaz. 

The white stuff has also been 
in short supply on the Italian 
side of the Alps but the work 
of the snow-making machines 
means the races will go ahead. 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Two-bedroom, furnished flat with telephone, independent 
heating, garden and carport, also unfurnished one-room flat 
with garden, carport, and independent entrance, suitable for 
office. 

Enquiries at 678376 


IfLnfimSHEb APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 

iThree bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, luxurious' 
■furniture, in a modem and new building, with telephone 
and independent central heating, suitable for a diplo- 
mat. ’* 

Cal! tel. 820259, 826493 


Platini 
denies plot 
against 
French 
manager 

PARIS (AFP) — Michel Plati- 
ni has denied involvement in a 
plot to depose national coach 
Gerard Houllier in the wake of 
France’s failure to reach the 
World Cup finals. 

The former French captain 
and coach, now in charge of 
preparations to host the World 
Cup finals in 1998, stuck by 
remarks though that Houllier 
should leave if his team were 
beaten. 

Following Graham Taylor’s 
resignation as En glan d mana- 
ger, over his failure to reach 
USA *94, Houllier will be next 
in the firing line among inter- 
national* managers after the 
qualifying campaign. 

France's consecutive home 
defeats to Israel and last week 
to Bulgaria cost them then- 
place at the finals. And Platini 
said in an interview in Tues- 
day’s Le Monde, that ““the 
repercussions of such a failure 
are enormous.” 

“A lot of thing s were said 
after tbe France-Bulgaria 
game. I thought there was no 

g lint adding by comments. 

ut I have heard a lot of 
untruths, especially this story 
about a ‘plot* I was said to have 
taken part in to harm Gerard 
Hbollier.” 

After the Bulgaria defeat, 
Houllier hinted that he thought 
he was foe victim of a cam- 
paign. But he did not name 
anyone. 

Platini declared: “It never 
happend. People can say what 
they like. That is part of foot- 
ball. But there was never a 
plot.” 

France’s greatest soccer 
'player admitted that he had 
said before the game that 
Houllier, his assistant when 
national coach, should resign if 
France lost 

“I don’t regret that. It is 
normal. I would have left had I 
been in his place," said Platini. 


English struggle to fill 
‘worst job in country’ 


LONDON (R) — It used to be 
regarded as the best job in 
English sport by Wednesday it 
was a laughing stock. 

Since Graham Taylor res- 
igned as England's soccer man- 
ager Tuesday, foe bunt for his 
replacement has become a 
national obsession to match 
anything which happened on 
foe pitch in Taylors reign. 

Caretaker manager, two-tier 
appointments, father figures, 
dictators.... the newspaper 
prophets have suggested the 
lot The latest shortlist even 
contained Margaret Thatcher 
(“good against awkward fore- 
ign opposition),” Sean Con- 
nery ‘proven success" and foe 
Pope (“respect of foe suppor- 
ters"). 

The sad fact behind the pub- 
lic laughter, though, is that 
hardly anyone in foe country is 
actually prepared to take the 
jnob. English soccer, once re- 
vered around the world, has 
become a rundown ship no-one 
wants to board. 

Don Howe, suggested as an 
ideal “eminence arise" to see 


foe national side through to the 
end of foe season and give the' 
Football Association (F.A.) 
some breathing space, became 
the latest Wednesday to de- 
cline to dimb on deck. 

“I did 10 years and that was 
enough." sand Howe, 38, who 
coached England n n< l<T ihn 
stewardship of Bobby Rob- 
son.” I’ve had my go. It’s a 
good time to try other people, 
out. They've got the likes of 
Terry Venables and Steve 
Coppell — they should be 
given foe chance.” 

F.A. chief executive Gra- 
ham Kelly, looking for a man 
to guide England m friendlies 
against Denmark and Ger- 
many next March and April, 
has stressed that a caretaker 
manager would not be a cur- 
rent crab boss. 

That gives Coppell and Ven- 
ables, both currently “resting” 
from the managerial merry-go- 
round, an inside track — ex- 
cept that Coppell says be does 
not want foe job and Venab- 
les’s reputation is still clouded 
following his departure from 
Tottenham. 


A permanent appointment, 
meanwhile, is unlikely until 
well into the new year, accord- 
ing to Sir Bert Millidh ip, tbe 
F.A. chairman. 

“I shall be looking at foe 
same situation as a few years 
ago. when Joe Mercer came in 
as temporary manager," said 
Mfflichip, referring to the de- 
parture of Sir Alf Kasmey fol- 
lowing England’s failure to 
r for & 1974 World Cup 

“I would like to think coun- 
cil members of tbe F.A- recog- 
nise this is foe time we look at 
ourselves and say we need al- 
terations.” He even admitted 
revolution was “probably a 
good word.” 

Sweeping out the F.A. stab- 
bles is clearly a pre-requisite 
before most candidates will slip 
into the tainted tracksuit, even 
foT a rumoured £120,000 
($179,000) a year. 

Promising under-45s like 
Kevin Keegan, Gerry Francis, 
Coppell, Glenn Hoddle and 
Ray Wilkins are all reluctant to 
see their hard-won playing 
reputations undermined by 
power-clinging officialdom, a 
risk which surrounds the job 
like a government health 
warning. 

The F.A.’s choice, there- 
fore, seems to fall into two 
broad categories, assuming 
foreign-born cboiced are ruled 
out. 

Either they go, as previous- 
ly, for an experienced dub 
manager like Howard Wilkin- 
son of Leeds or Ron Atkinson 
of Aston Villa, or they look to 
a “master and pupil” rela- 
tionship to bring some con- 
tinuity to the set-up. 

Some have proposed a 
“Robson and Robson” part- 
- nexship of previous incumbent 
Bobby and ex-skipper Bryan 
but again there seem serious 
design flaws to the scheme. 

The former will scarcely be 
keen to dip ins toes bade in the 
water after the roasting he 
received from tbe media first 
time round the latter is still 
co mmi tted to lacing his boots 
with Manchester United every 
weekend. 

For foe bookmakers, then, it 


is a case of rounding up the 
usual suspects. Brian Gough, 
turned down years ago, is 50-1 
to come out of retirement. 
George Graham is 16-1 despite 
the feet that he is a Scotsman. 
Even screaming Lord Sutch, 
foe country's best-known 
eccentric, is quoted — at 
100 , 000 - 1 . 

Tayjor, meanwhile, is 
attracting considerably more 
sympathy out of the job tban 
he c lid m it. He may reflect 
that, even in a nation of three 
million unemployed, his luck 
has already turned for the 
better. 

Meanwhile the English 
Football Supporters' Associa- 
tion (FSA) lias called on the 
F.A.’s I2-raan international 
committee and F.A. director 
of coaching Charles Hughes to 
follow Taylor’s lead ?r quit- 


tm l, 


teve Beauchampe. FSA in- 
ternational officer, said after 
hearingk of Taylor's resigna- 
tion Tuesday: “All talk of con- 
tinuity and restructuring is 
irrelevant while so many failed 
men remain complacently in 
their posts. 

He said Peter Swales, as 
chairman, and the entire inter- 
national committee responsi- 
ble for Taylor's appointment 
must share foe blame. 

“Most of all Charles 
Hughes, foe man responsible 
for the F.A.’s 1991 “blueprint'’ 
— allegedly designed to place 
foe national team at the pinna- 
cle of football — should' leave 
and leave now. 

“In 29 years at the F.A.. 
Hughes and his tactically ster- 
ile methods have taken Eng- 
land from world champions to 
also-rans," Beauchampe said. 

Gordon Taylor, chief execu- 
tive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association, was also 
critical of Hughes, saying he 
should shoulder some of tbe 
blame for England's failings. 

“It is time for tbe profession- 
al game to be run by profes- 
sionals, rather than amateur 
administrators and club cfcaii- 
men whose interest inevitably 
is mainly with their dubs." he 
said. 


2nd German swimmer in 2 days fads dope test 
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BONN (R) — A second Ger- 
man swimmer m two days has 
failed a dope test and faces a 
possible two-year ban, the 
German Swimming Associa- 
tion (DSV) team manager said 
Tuesday. 

But a report of possible ex- 
oneration for another swimmer 
banned for drug use, and pro- 
testations of innocence from 
the two latest alleged offen- 
ders, prompted calls for a re- 
view of testing techniques. 

DSV team manager Ralf 
Beckmann said Steffen Smol- 
lich, a member of the gold 
medal-winning breaststroke 
and backstore relay teams at 
this month's European Sprint 
Championships in Gateshead, 
England, bad been found to 
have excessive levels of the 
banned stimulant Caffeine. 

“We only have the result of 
the A-test so far but it shows a 
reading slightly over the limit,” 
he said. 


He added be immediately 
bad a lengthy talk with Smol- 
Ifcfa, who “assured me categor- 
ically that he had not taken any 
(banned) substances with a 
view to enhancing perform- 
ance." 

The news came just a day 
after an announcement that 
Sylvia Gerascb, who won an 
individual gold medal in Gates- 
head, had also tested positive 
for excessive levels of Caf- 
feine. 

Gerasch denied she had 
taken any banned drugs, but 
Beckmann said she had been 
taking medication for a cold. 

He said Smoolich had admit- 
ted taking Aspirin, not on the 
banned list, and drinking cof- 
fee. Coffee couldpush a swim- 
mer over foe caffeine limit — 
but only if drunk by foe buck- 
etful. 

Both swimmers must now 
await the results of the second. 


B-test for' confirmation of the 
positive verdict. 

But Beckmann said tbe cases 
raised the question of whether 
tests currently being used 
could produce false results. 

His point was underlined by 
news that a laboratory in 
Utrecht in the Netherlands had 
found that incriminating hor- 


mone levels which led to the 
banning of former world cham- 
pion Astrid Strau..s last year 
could have come from alcohol. 

Strauss always .-rjd a hea'y 
beer-drinking >c»sior. hau 
made her own body produce 
unusually high levels of the 

hormone Testosterone — 

usually a pointer to steroid use. 


FOR RENT 

3-bedroom, fully-furnished semi-villa, located in 
Jabal Amman, 4th Circle. - 

Call 672552 


WANTED 

Skilled native speakers to teach English. 

Call: 681828 


EXECUTIVE FOCUS 

On gems for investment. 

D ajani 

JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 280S 1978 model. Green. 

Honda Accord 1983 model. Silver grey. 

Please call: 650412, 621989, 662076 
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Td.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Jurassic park 

Shows: 12£0t 3:30, &30, &». 


rhyawa 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD *1’ 

Harrison Ford — in 

The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15* H:30. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
DRACULA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6. 8:15. 10:15 


Gnema 


Td.: 699238 


PLAZA 


SKI SCHOOL 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. 5. 6:30. 830. 1Q30 


Td.: 675571 


MM A1 Mashlnf 


presents a play entitled; 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Dooud Jalajd. . 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad ShomaH 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 6:16 
> IHcketa are. sold all -day 



Nabil & Hishartfs Tei » 

AHLAN 


525155? 


The political comedy ' 

WELCOME ABAB EDGES? 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis swsHahlo 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


14 expellees refuse to go back home 


MART AL ZOHOUR (AP) — Fourteen Palestinians expelled by 
Israel nearly a year ago said Wednesday they would not return 
home if that meant they would go back to Israeli jails. “Fm too 
weak to bear four more years in jail. I've already endured five 
before my deportation,” said Jamal Amer, 35, of Khan Younis in 
the Gaza Strip. Mr. Axner said he and 13 other deportees have 
hired a West Bank lawyer, Jawad Boulos, to try to obtain official 
guarantees they will not be forced to serve out the rest of their jail 
terms. “I will not return without such a guarantee,” Mr. Amer 
added. The 14 are part of the 217 expellees who remain stranded 
in Maij AI Zohour. Israel has said they will be repatriated 
sometime next month. 



Sudan arrests 3 Egyptians in Khartoum 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan has arrested three Egyptians working in the 
Sudanese capital Khartoum. Cairo newspapers reported on 


Wednesday, risking an upset in the fragile detente between the 
two neighbours. A! Ah ram and AJ Akhbar quoted a report by the 


Egyptian news agency MENA saying Sudanese police arrested 
the three on Tuesday while they were at work without giving a 
reason. The London-based AI Hayat said Egypt would lodge a 


complaint with the government there. All three were working for 
official Egyptian institutions. One was headmaster of the Eeyp- 



offiejai Egyptian institutions. One was headmaster of the Egyp- 
tian embassy's school, another was director of the Egyptian social 
dub in Khartoum and the third was an accountant at the Egyptian 
Trade Centre. 


Iranian who taped TV shows arrested 




TEHRAN (R) — Tehran police have arrested a man- for 
taping and selling “decadent” satellite television programmes 
on video, Kayh 2 n newspaper said Tuesday. Iranian police and 
vice squads seize thousands of video tapes deemed un-Islamic 
every vear but this was the first reported of case of videos 
reproduced from satellite television. Western-oriented Ira- 
nians who find state television boring increasingly turn to 
satellite dish receivers which are available on the black market 
to watch foreign films and music shows. Kayhan said the man 
was arrested in a posh area of north Tehran. He said, he had 
bought his receiver for 1.8 milh'an rials (£1,000), about three 
times the price of a television set. A senior anti-vice official 
said in June that smuggling of the receivers was illegal, but 
there were no laws against manufacturing them in Iran or 
installing or using them. 


Six executed in Sharjah for murder 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Six convicted murderers were executed 
Wednesday in what officials said was part of an attempt to curb 
rising crime in this oil-rich federation of emirates. An Interior 
Ministry statement said four Indians and two Pakistanis were 
executed at the central prison in Shariah, one of the seven 
emirates making up the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The 
statement did not give the method of execution, in previous cases, 
executions were carried out by a firing squad. The statement said 
the six were involved in the killin g of three people — two UAE 
nationals and a Pakistani — in three separate cases, going back as 
far as 1985. The four Indians were named as Suleiman Abdallah 
Kutty, Pillai Khamon Prasannan, Kama rath Mohan and 
Purushoth John Kumar. 


2 Chinese, 3 Israelis killed in ‘crash’ 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A helicopter crashed and went up in flames 
Wednesday morning in southern Israel, killing the pilot and all 
four passengers on board, among them two visiting Chinese 
officials. The crash occurred around 6 a.m. (0400 GMT) north of. 
the city of Beersbeba, officials said. The private aircraft took off 
from Hendiya just north of Tel Aviv and was headed to Masada 
near the Dead Sea. Initial investigations indicated the aircraft 
struck either an electric pylon or wires, setting it on fire and it 
blew apart, aviation officials siad. The precise cause of the 
accident was still being probed. The Chinese victims were 
identified as Wu Disbeng, 58, mayor of Sbenyeng, a dty in the 
northwest province of Lraoling, and a women, Zhang Li, deputy 
chairperson of a Sbenyeng development committee and an 
associate professor in economics. 


3 wounded in South Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Two civilians and an Israeli-backed 
militiaman were wounded in clashes Wednesday in South 
Lebanon, the South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia and police said. 
Snipers attacked an SLA position, wounding one. Police said the 
two civilians were hurt as Israeli artillery gunners retaliated. The 
militiaman was wounded at Nabi Taher on the Kfar Tibnit 
passage point which links Israel's self-declared “security zone” 
with the rest of South Lebanon, the SLA said. The attack was 


followed by dashes between SLA forces at Nabi Taher and 
guerrillas of the Islamic Resistance, the armed wing of Hxzbollah. 
The Islamic Resistance claimed responsibility for the attack and 
said two SLA militiamen were hurt. - 


Cyprus protests Pakistani visit to north 

NICOSIA (R) — The Cyprus government protested on Wednes- 
day about a visit by Pakistan's ambassador in Ankara to the 


breakaway Turkish Cypriot state. Foreign Minister Alecos 
Michael ides called in Pakistan's ambassador to Cyrpus. Moham- 
mad Quarban, who had only presented his credentials on 
Tuesday, to ask for an explanation. “I protested over the visit, 
asked whether Pakistan calls it offidal ana whether the timin g was 
coincidental.” Mr. Michaelides told reporters. 


Iran, Indonesia aim for vast cooperation 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and Indonesia set the stage here 
Wednesday for vast economic, political and oil-related coopera- 
tion. in a first meeting between presidents Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafranjani and Suharto. Mr. Rafsanjani spoke of ‘immense 
potential” for economic cooperation with Indonesia, the presi- 
dent's office reproted. Both leaders called for joint efforts in Che 


oil. textile, aircraft and shipping industries. The two states could 
work closer to stabilise oil prices and protect the rights of 
oil-producing states, said the Iranian president. On the political 
front. Mr. Rafsanjani called for Islamic unity and more efforts to 
help Muslim states such as Bosnia. Afghanistan. Azerbaijan and 
Somalia. - 


Two Lebanese held with forged dollars 


NICOSIA { R) — Cyprus police detained two Lebanese men in 
connection with possession of forged $100 bills and small amount 
of what is believed to be cocaine, a police spokesman said on 
Wednesday. Police arrested Hassan Ahmad Soleh, 24, and Ihab 
Mohammad Solah. 26, on Monday and confiscated 17 counterfeit 
$100 bills and less than a gramme of white powder believed to be 
cocaine. “The powder is 'now under examination at a state lab. 
Soleh told us the stuff was for personal use only,’.' police 
spokesman Savvas Antoniades told Reuters. 


ESCWA organises meeting on crises 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and the American 
University of Beirut (AUB). in cooperation with the Fredrich 
Ebert Founation of Germany will hold an expert group meeting 
on "The operation of enterprises under severe and fast changing 
conditions from Nov. 24 to 26, 1993 at the AUB, Beirut. Experts 
from Arab countries and others will deliberates on the theoretical 
framework or. disaster and crisis like conditions, and on managing 
the impact of these conditions on individual institutions, firms and 
enterprises in the productive sector, to reduce damage and 
prepare for recovery. 














An Israeli soldier takes a souvenir picture of his 
comrade in Gaza City Wednesday. Under the 
terms of the PLO-Israd autonomy accord, 


Israeli tonxs are to atari miuuniwui^ u mu uic 

Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho 
on Dec. 13 (AFP photo) 


Israeli move out of Gaza, 
Jericho already underway 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel has started rede- 
ploying troops and dismantling 
bases in the occupied territor- 
ies ahead of deadline and while 
peace negotiators are still 
working out the details of the 
transfer of power to the 
Palestinians. 

The movement of forces out 
of the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho shows 
that Isarel is anxious to get 
moving on a process that it sees 
as a test of whether the auton- 
omy accord can work. It comes 
despite offidal claims that no- 
thing would happen before a 
full Israel- Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment. 

A Western diplomat, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity, said Wednesday that he 
had observed redeployment of 
troops in Gaza and Jericho, 
but no reduction of forces. 

Id signing their accord in 
Sept. 13, Israel and the PLO 
set a Dec. 13 deadline for 
beginning the transfer of au- 
thority. But in recent weeks, 
both sides have said that date is 
not set in stone. 

Gad Ben-Ari, spokesman 
for Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, said Wednesday he was 
not aware of troop redeploy- 
ment. “In principle, the rede- 
ployment of the' Israeli forces 
will begin only once the nego- 
tiations are concluded, hope- 
fully by Dec. 13,” he said. 

Still, in preparation for the 
handover, senior PLO military 
figures visited Gaza this week 
to lay the groundwork for a 


Palestinian police force once 
Israel withdraws from most 


Israel withdraws from most 
areas. 

Fares Hassouneh, one of the 
Palestinians in charge of set- 


Peres is 
unhappy 

about Arab 
boycott 


ATHENS (AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
criticised Arab countries 
Wednesday for their decision 
to maintain an economic 
boycott against Israel, saying 
that the move showed they 
were not folly committed to 
peace. 


“I am disappointed by an 
attitude which is not consistent 
with what they have pledged,” 
said Mr. Peres at the end of his 
36-hour offidal visit to Greece. 

“We have, for our part, 
frozen settlements (in the 
occupied territories) and rec- 
ognised the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
they have not lifted their 


“My impression, then, is 
lat there is not enough redp- 


that there is not enough redp- 
rodty on their part.^ 

Mr. Peres was referring to 
the Arab League’s decision 
Monday to maintain its econo- 
mic boycott against Israel until 
the latter withdraws from the 
occupied territories. 

He' said despite the move, 
Israel was committed to the 
peace process because there 
was “no other alternative.” 

The Israeli leader added that 
“it was out of the question” for 
him to meet with PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, who ar- 
rived here on Wednesday for a 
24-hour official visit as part of 
a series of European visits fol- 


lowing the PLO agreement 
with Israel in September. 


Mr. Peres said despite un- 
finished talks with the PLO, 
Israel still hopes to start with- 
drawing from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho on Dec. 13 as 
planned. 

'‘We hope to keep to the 
schedule. These are unpre- 
cedented talks, but we are 
making progress,” Mr. Peres 
told Greece's ruling Socialists. 


ting up the Gaza pblice force, 
refused to say Wednesday if 


there was already a timetable 
for troop withdrawal. 

“We are waiting for the 
Israelis to vacate military bases 
in Gaza City and Rafab, be- 
cause we are going to use these 


military bases for training the 
Dolicemen.” was all Mr.Has- 


policemen,” was all Mr. Has- 
souneh would say. 

Earlier this week, Israeli 
newspapers published a copy 
of an army order to some 
reserve units to report for duty 
Dec 29 to help m the with- 
drawal. 

A poll published by the 
Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
Wednesday showed that 80 per 
cent of eligible soldiers would 
participate in an evacuation of 
forces without hesitation. Six 
per cent said they would refuse 
on political grounds. 

Israel Television broadcast 
scenes this week of the army 
moving tanks out of a base in 


Gaza city on Wednesday was 
bare of the jeeps that once 
regularly patrolled its neigh- 
bourhoods. 

Changes in Israeli policy 
have spread beyond Jericho 
and Gaza, pointing to possible 
long-term plans for withdrawal 
from other areas of the West 
Bank. 


the Jericho area. Newspapers 
have published photos of bull- 


have published photos of bull- 
dozers clearing ground for the 
construction of a tall fence 
separating Gaza from Israel. 

In Gaza City, a military en- 
campment in the Sheikh Rad- 
wan neighbourhood was all but 
dismantled Wednesday: Only 
one sentry stood guard. 

“We are waiting for a foil 
pull out,” said Mohammad 
Mahmoud Danaf, a fishmon- 
ger who lives next door, “I will 
slaughter a goat the moment 
they all leave.” 

The camp was built after 
imrising-related attacks inten- 
sified in the area in the late 
1980s. The would not allow 
Mr. Danaf access to the first 
storey of his house as it abutted 
the camp. 


A military encampment in 
the middle of Deheisheh re- 
fugee camp that had secured 
the artery road to Jewish set- 
tlements south of Jerusalem 
was dismanted earlier this 
month after a sharp decrease in 
stone-throwing attacks. 

There also appears to have 
been a reduction of forces in 
recent months in the West 
Bank town of Nablus, once a 
focal point of the uprising. 
Army checkpoints in the city 
have disappeared. 

The Shavei . Shomron artil- 
lery training base, 10 
kilometres west of Nablus, was 
dismantled this summer after 
22 years. In addition to serving 
as ' a training base, Shavei 
Shomron also secured Jewish 
settlements in the area. 

There have also been 
changes in how the army deals 
with expressions of Palestinian 
nationalism. Palestinians could 
once be arrested for displaying 
their flag or pictures of PLO 
chief Yasser Arafat. Today, 
the flags fly on rooftops every- 
where. 

At a briefing session for re- 
serve soldiers at Deheisheh 
three weeks ago, an army col- 
onel told his troops that they 
were to treat these symbols 
nonchalantly: “You see the 
Palestinian flag, it's the Swiss 
flag. You see Yasser Arafat, 
it's president Clinton.” 


Nigerian council sworn in 


LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s 
Provisional Ruling Council 


nrovisionai Killing t_x>uncu 
(PRC) took the oath of office 
Wednesday in a victory for 


Wednesday in a victory for 
new military ruler General 
Sam Abacha, who has rallied 
three outspoken pro-democra- 
cy activists to his cause. 

The 31-member team 


declined to specify whether he 
had consulted Mr. Abiola be- 
fore accepting his appointment 
as foreign minis ter. 

The military has sought to 
play down the elections, held 


as part of its plan for restoring 
democracy but then annulled 


appointed by the military 
Tuesday included three back- 


Tuesday included three back- 
ers of me presumed winner of 
annulled June 12 presidential 
elections, Moshoocf Abiola, in- 
cluding his vice-presidential 
running mate Baba Gana 
Kingibe. 

After the ceremony, career 


democracy but then annulled 
by the junta of General Ibra- 
him Babangida, who subse- 
quently stepped down. 

But Mr. Kingibe dubbed 
June 12 the country’s “most 
important democratic event" 
which marked an end to the 
“traditional divides" of region, 
tribe and religion. 

He said he trusted a military 
“commitment” to restore 
democracy “in the shortest 
possible tune.” 
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Iraq will not accept 
unconditional monitoring 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq will not accept long-term 
U.N. monitoring of its military 
industry without Security 
Co unci] guarantees that trade 
sanctions will be lifted first, a 
top Iraqi official said 
Wednesday. 

Parliamentary Speaker Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh told Reuters that- 
Iraq wanted to see Resolution 
687, which allows free ml ex- 


wall with delegates bringing up 
recent Iraqi mcuxskms. along 
foe Kuwaiti border as well as a 
newly-released U.N. human 
rights report accusing Baghdad 
of oppressing Shiite Mnsuxns in 
its southern marshlands. 

“They (the Security Coun- 
cil) do not want to carry out 


tins resolution (687). Why then 
ask us to implement 7157-* Mr. 
Saleh said. 


ports, fully implemented be- 
fore consenting to long-term - 
U.N. controls. 

“We are in a state of nego- 
tiations. The way we give a 
concession, the other side is 
supposed to gram us some- 
thing in return.” Mr. Soleh 
said. 

Mr. Saleh, also a member of 
the ruling Baath Party’s re- 
gional command, said that 


U.N. Resolution 71S sets out' 
terms and conditions for a 
strict control and monitoring of 
Baghdad’s future weapons 
potential in line with sanctions 


clamped on Iraq as a result of 
its invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 


when the Security Council per- 
mits Iraqi oil exports in line 
with provisions of Resolution 
687 “there win be mutual trust 
between Iraq and the Security 
Council ana then (we) wifi 
look into other issues.” 

“I believe, we have the 
right, and the world commun- 
ity gives us that right, not to 
abide by anything (else).” he 
added. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz is in New York 
.to,' lobby for an end to the 


its invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

U.N. officials in charge of 
destroying Iraq’s weapons 
want Mr. Aziz to acknowledge 
Resolution 715 in writing 
without conditions and see re 
applied for six months before 


three-year oil embargo. 

So for be has run into a stone 


Mr. Saleh, saying the resolu- 
tion should not be hnked to the 
oil embargo, said Iraq had 
given up its military industry 
and major weapons and had 
nothing more to offer. 

In a major setback for Iraq’s 
efforts to ease the sanctions 
against it, a U.N. report Tues- 
day criticised widespread hu- 
man rights abuses under an 
Iraqi “regime of tenor.” 


Khartoum challenges 
U.N. report on rights 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
Sudan's government Wedne 


Sudan's government Wednes- 
day challenged a U.N. report 
that it has carried out extra- 
judicial executions, torture, 
arbitrary arrests and kidnap- 


ment bad been due to make to 
the allegations contained in the 
report by Dec. 9, the minister 
said. _ . 


pings in order to depopulate 
land and fight rebels. 


land and fight rebels. 

Acting Justice Minister AI 
Tahir Hamad Alla told the 
government daita as Sudan AI 
Hadeeth that the report was 
“not objective” and was sub- 
mitted Monday to die U.N. 
General Assembly under in- 
tensive American pressure.” 

He said the special rappor- 
teur for the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission, Gaspar 
Biro, bad drawn up only a 
“provisional" document, 
which was to be presented to 
the Geneva-based commission 
next February. 

This version, presented in 
New York, did not contain 
replies the Khartoum govern- 


Mr. Biro said many viola- 
tions were reported in the cen- 
tral Nuba mountains where the 
government appeared to toler- 
ate efforts by local authorities 


to depopulate the area to fight 
the rebel Sudanese People’s 


the rebel Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 

“A significant component of 
this policy appears to be the 
forced relocation, sometimes 
the mass relocation, of the 
Nuba population,” the report 
s aid. 

He argued that the gravity of 
human rights violations in 
Sudan required continued, in- 
tensified surveillance, not only 
by the United Nations but tty 
national and mtemationaFnon- 
governmental organisations 
concerned with human rights. 


Shahal accuses Eitan of 
divugling nuclear secrets 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
cabinet minister on Wednes- 
day said a former army chief 
had divulged state secrets by 
openly accusing the govern- 
ment of giving Egypt informa- 
tion on uranium deposits in the 
S inai . 

Energy Minister Moshe 
Shahal said Rafael Eitan's 
assertion that Mr. Shahal gave 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak data on the Sinai 
deposits, which Mr. Eitan said 
could be used to make nudear 
weapons, caused Israel “irre- 
parable damage.” 

“He in fact disclosed the 


a decade ago. He said uranium 
was discovered during Israel’s 
occupation of the Siam. 

“mien we were there we 
discovered very rich deposits, 
and if these are now disclosed 
to the Egyptians ... they can 
make military use of it .. they 
can sell it to Iraq, to Iran, 


Syria, Libya, or use it them- 
selves,” Mr. Eitan told Israel 
Television. 

Egypt is the only Arab conn- 
try to have signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. Under the 
1979 treaty, Israel agreed to 
return the Sinai, which it 
seized in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Energy Ministiy Director- 
General Ron Kroll confirmed 
turning over a geological sur- 
vey in a goodwill gesture but 
said Mr. Eitan’s charges were 
“completely unfounded.” 

“The survey given (to) 
Preisdnet Mubarak is not clas- 
sified. It has been published 
before, and makes no mention 
of uranium.”' 


secret,” Mr. Sbahal told parlia- 
ment, referring to Mr. eitan. 


ment, referring to Mr. eitan. 

“That in itself ... causes irre- 
parable damage. The fact that 
this was disclosed ... that there 
are strategic substances ... 
which he obtained from his 
position in the military, caused 
damage.” 

Mr. Eitan presided over 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Sanai as army chief more than 


Faisal rejects fellow deputy’s 


criticism, vows to continue campaign 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Toujan Faisal, 
Jordan's first elected woman in 
Parliament, Wednesday ex- 
pressed shock at comments 


made by Islamist Deputy 
Abdul Min'em Abu Zant ab- 


out her and his offer of Islamic 
robes and sweets if she stops 
wearing makeup and starts 
wearing Islamic dress. 

Ms. Faisal, reacting to 
Sheikh Abu Zant's comments 
made in a newspaper interview 
published Tuesdsay, spid she 
did not expect such criticism to 
come out of a parliament 
member. 

"I did not expect such state- 
ment. I expect at least a mini- 
mum respect and politeness 
from a deputy. I am not in 
need of bis 10 robes, and I 
think I can afford my own 
clothings,” Ms. Faisal said. 

"The main problem is that 
(Islamist hardliners) don’t 
know what their limits are in 
arguing and discussing certain 
issues, she told the Jordan 
Times. / 

“How can a strange man 


who does not relate to me give 
an opinion or tells me what I 
need to do and how to dress,” 
she said. “I did not give my 

X " lion of how he looks or 
t he wears.” 

She accused Islamist hardlin- 
ers of trying to interfere in 
people’s lives and said that was 
not what Islam called for. 

“They enter people’s houses 
without permission and tell 
them bow to live and how to 
deal with their family mem- 
bers,” she said. 

Ms. Faisal, a former televi- 
sion talk show hostess, said her 


priority inparliament was not 
clothing. There are “more im- 
portant matters t o discu ss.” 
Apart from Sheikh Abu 


appeard Tuesday but their, 
answer were more balanced, 
objective and mature. 

r ‘Ishaq Farhau (head of the 
Islamic Action Front) was 
asked the same question and 
his response was “it was not 
my business what she wears,” 
sh e said. 

Ms. Faisal, who used to 
write in newspapers, vowed 
that criticism will not dissuade 
her from defending her rights. 

Expressing hopes that this 
was the last time she would 
hear such criticism from 
Sheikh Abu Zant, she said. 


“I am asking Mr. Abu Zant 
to stay within his limits and to 


Zant's comments appearing in 
print on the same dayHis 
Majesty Kins Hussein nn 


Majesty King Hussein opened' 
parliament, Ms. Faisal said, 
her first day in Parliament 
went well ana all deputies wel- 
comed her presence in the 
legislature. 

Ms. Faisal said that some 
deputies and politicians were 
asked the same questions that 
Sheikh Abu Zant was asked in 
the newspaper interview that 


be objective and polite.” 

This was not the first time 
Ms. Faisal had a brush with 
Islamists. When she ran for 
parliament in 1989 she was 
accused of apostasy and was 
taken to Sharia court. Her 
accusers sought to annul her 
marriage ana secure immunity 
for anyone who shed her 
blood. The court dropped the 
case saying it was not compe- 
tent to judge the case. 

“They (Islamists) want to 
impose their own laws that 



Toujan Faisal 


they claim are Islamist ideas, 
and accuse women so thev can 


and accuse women so they can 
have the power to divorce 
them from their husbands 
without allowing them to be 
able to defend themselves. 
That is exactly what they tried 
to do to me,” Ms. Faisal said. 

“This is a shame,” she said. 
“True Islamic morals say one 
should not interfere in other 
.people’s business, or what goes 
on inside other’s houses.* 7 



Clintons put 
their mark on 
White House 


WASHINGTON (R)— Pr» 
Bill Clinton and . his ^ 
have put their mark oti- 
White House with 'a re« 
completed restoration jjg 
that Includes a new kitefk - 


femfly meab, the WhiteHi 
said Tuesday. The imjr 
ments totalled $396,429 


were financed entirely by>' w ;, 
vate donations, the w.-f'"’ 


vate donations, the WJ 
House said. The Cfiaf 
chose not to use some $50 
appropriated by Congress - 
renovations, it said: There 
bishing was done by {- 
Hockersroith, a -Little ft 
Arkansas, designer and ft 
of the Clintons. The cost d 
work was raised in. a j ' 
written by Vincent Foster, . 
puty White House legal a 
sel. shortly before he cos - 
ted suicide. Foster expty - 
concern that the cost df», 
work, which was higher i 
initially estimated, could' 
used' to embarrass the pi - 
dent and first lady, Parttoa 
the family quarters and to’ 
used for meetings, . offi 
functions and eniertait 
were refurbished. 


Turner Prize 
won by *worst' 
artist in U.K. 


LONDON (AFP) — Sc*' 
tress Rachel Whiteread see 
a double win fpr her cooo 
cast of a house — the £20, 


($30,000) Turner Prize an 
£40,000 ($60,000) rival ai 
for the worst body of v 
produced in the past year J 
ceremony at the Tate Gsfi 
in London, Whiteread, - 
makes huge scofotures.fi 
plaster casts of baths, be 
walls and floors, scooped • 
controversial Turner Pr 
from three other shortfis 
contenders. The 30-year- 
London-born artist also pi# 
up die “worst award” from 


up tne "worst award . from 
K Foundation, an off-shoot 


the pop group KLF, wh 
financed its prize through 
records. A spokesman fort 
foundation, which asked i 
public to fill in baDdt.for' 
-printed in national aewspaf — 
advertisements, bid: “She\ 
a fairly convincing winne 
Rachel attracted -attest'* 
three years ago with the erh - 
tion at a gallery in East L 
don of a sculpture, ghosi 
white plaster cast of a wt^ 
room. She took casts of ;<1 !. 
four walls of a deserted nr 1 
in a house in North LondPS-ry r.; 
and assembled them to for 
room turned inside out *T '■ 
has been described af 
“strange luminous mo 
ment”. Her work in the Tu - 
Prize exhibition — UuS* 

(room) 1993 — was a fef: 
development of that idea. ' 


Qiu Ju wins 
China’s top 
film prize 


BEIJING (AFP) — -ZhV 
Yimou has won his fiist a* 
in China, marking the rout 
tion of the internation- •_ 
acclaimed director's m> ' 
morphosis from banned ff 
maker to official mascot 
Chinese cinema. Zhang’s’ 
Story Of Qiu Ju received ( - 
na’s top film award — 
Golden Rooster Prize — i 
ceremony in the southern 
of Guangzhou Tuesday, 
his 1990 Raise The.Reff.^ 
tern was named Best . 
the Hundred Flowers catfip^ 
reports here said. Goafc v '-’ 
picked up prizes for best 
tress in both the Golden lb . 
ter and Hundred Flowers c 
gories — judged respect* 
by an expert panel and 
ordinary audience — for, 
performance in Qiu Ju- 
only relevant major award; 
escaped Zhang’s team was- * 
title of best director w 
went to Xia Gang for * 
Separation. 


Hooked drug 
police cry foul = 

WELLINGTON (R) — ? 
mer undercover New Ze» 

Police officers have but* 
legal proceedings ag*. 
police doctors whomJ r ■ 
■allege allowed them to bcP. ft \ 
drug addicts, officials ■ 
Wednesday. “The do 6 
allowed us to take... c9BB\ 
drugs in the total abseo 0 ' 
any sound medical evidej 
was safe. We want wf. 
lodgement of the dainsi 6 
we want to see it stopP . 
Peter Williamson toW'ff. 
ters. Mr. Williamson is.# / * 
five former detectives.!- ... 
Dunedin, in New Ze»? 
South Island, who allege? 
doctors were eihieuJy, ; 
medically negligent by Jr 
ing them to smoke caff : 
while working uflden? , 












